Wesit Slt@u(:]kb»]ﬁhdlg@

Janmuary
2010

Local Yokel

(n,) a country follgliving in a quaint neighborhood community

.
b |
1]
{
’
Iy

; - e = e
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 2005
-t T ==~ —ESolitude,” oil painting by
s *’_fﬂ “\.= .. Helen Kester Roberts

— - = A -

St : .'qm-' b, = a



Local Yokel New Bucineee ProFile

Flourish Market

By Doane Perry

Jennifer Knopf has opened
Flourish Market on the banks of
the Shaker Mill Pond at 2 Albany
Road, next to SoMa and across the
street from Troy’s Garage. Parking
is right next to the side entrance.

old and rusty paired next to
something shiny and brassy; it's
about telling your story—where
you've been, what you like—
anything goes!” says Jennifer.

Flourish Market’s winter hours will

Flourish Market takes vintage
and not-so-vintage furniture and
lamps and revitalizes them. There
are new items for the home and
other gifts such as jewelry (a
friend bought a handsome pair
of earrings for $10 when | took
her there). Flourish is a wonderful
shop, very comfortable to be in,
with Jennifer’s workshop and
tools at the center of the space.
| recommend a visit to both
Flourish and SoMa, followed by a
stroll along the pond and Troy's
old car and tractor display.

be Wednesday through Friday
10 to 3 p.m., and Saturday 10 to
5 p.m. The business has a website
at www.flourishmarket.com and
can be followed on Facebook.
The store’s phone number is
232-8501.

Welcome to West Stockbridge, Jennifer!

Previously fundraising events
coordinator at the Lenox Library
(where she did a great job
organizing the library’s 200th
anniversary celebration), Jennifer
also served as treasurer of the
Muddy Brook PTA for three years
and as a planner of school events
such as the Winter Wonderland,
Spring Family Dance, and Mud
Day.

Jennifer said she has collected
items her whole life and decided
to open a retail store that also
serves as her workspace. She
describes her new business as
“an upcycled and vintage home
furnishings store.” The eclectic
store contains vintage tables,
cabinets, ceramics, and upcycled
lamps. You can also find new
items such as jewelry, tote bags,
wall hooks, and wire baskets. “I
like the collected look, something
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Above: Flourish’s interior with items displayed as you might have them in your home.
Jennifer Knopf in her workspace. Directly above left to right: a sampling of items to
purchase: new canvas tote, ceramic piggy bank, vintage reproduction pendant light.

Photos by Jennifer Knopf. Jennifer’s portrait by Doane Perry.

2 LOCAL YOKEL



More Good News!
By Doane Perry

West Stockbridge’s Sandy Klempner @Home is moving down
the street, from 38 Main Street to number 22. Sandy’s home
stylist business purveys antiques and lifestyle pieces with an
eye to the unexpected, as well as designer clothing at bargain
prices.

| stopped in to talk with Sandy because we heard that her busi-
ness space is available for rent and | feared she might be closing
her fine store. But no, she is just moving her shop to the site of
Donald McGrory’s Oriental Rugs shop (Don is retiring). Sandy is
best friends with Don’s wife Robin Greeson, who owns Equator
at 20 Main Street. They will be able to back each other up and
take care of each other’s stores as Robin and Don do now.

Sandy said she will miss her current location that has a sidewalk
terrace in front (thanks to the West Stockbridge downtown
improvement project) and a balcony terrace in back over the
Williams River.

\A.

When | described Jennifer Knopf’s plans for Flourish Market,
Sandy commented that the variety of stores, cafés, and restau-
rants are what is making West Stockbridge a destination. Cus-
tomers come to a destination for the richness of quality choices.

For more information:
Sandy Klempner, www.SandyKlempnerAtHome.com,
232-0022.

Robin Greeson, robinlgreeson@gmail.com, 232-4100. Her
store Equator sells old American Indian jewelry, rugs, textiles,
vintage clothes, folk art, and eccentric collectables.

P.S. Don McGrory will remain an important part of the commu-
nity. He is an outstanding and authentic Delta Blues performer
and can be seen at the Gypsy Joynt in Great Barrington and at
Six Depot and the Farmers Market in West Stockbridge.

Openf7 daysha week, 8am*4pm Mon through THurs |*8am -6 pm Fri, Sat & Sun
413.232.’7’7 7| www.facebook.com/ShakerDamgCeoddfcehouse

-
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Notes from the
Collector’s Office

Actual real estate and personal property tax bills for FY 16
were mailed at the end of December and are due February
1, 2016. Interest begins accruing on unpaid bills on
February 2.

To ensure that your payment arrives on time (we do not use
postmarks to determine timely payment), please note the
following:

* Mail at least a week before the due date (a misdirected
letter is still late).

* Be sure to use the correct address (because most town
employees are part timers, mail directed to another
office can be delayed up to a full week or more). My
P.O. box number is 365.

* If you hand-deliver payments to Town Hall when my
office is closed, be sure to place it in the drop box
beside my window (mail left in other locations may not
reach me in a timely fashion).

* For same-day crediting, use your checking account or
debit card to pay online at www.weststockbridge-ma.
gov and click on “Pay Real Estate...”. There is a $0.25
charge, but it’s available 24/7 until 11:59 p.m. on May
1, and payments are time-stamped and receipted via
e-mail. After May 1, late payments should be handled
in person.

* Be aware that delivery times with all other online
services range from 5 to 7 business days.

If you question your valuation, you have a 30-day window
(until February 1) to file an abatement with the Assessors’
office. Forms for filing are available in Town Hall and
online. Forms received after February 1 will not be
considered.

Excise bills are issued in multiple batches throughout the
year (the first and largest batch goes out by late February).
They are due on the date indicated on the bill, generally 30
days from the date of issue. There is no grace period, and
partial payment is not accepted. Please pay your excise
bill in full even if you plan to file for an abatement. When
the abatement is approved, you will be issued a refund.
This will avoid interest, late charges, and restrictions being
placed on your license.

June Biggs, Collector

Tel.: 232-0300, ext. 302

E-mail: collector@weststockbridge-ma.gov

Office hours: Wednesday: 3—6 p.m.; Thursday and Friday:
10 a.m.—2 p.m.; Saturday: 10 a.m.—1 p.m.

BALDWIN HARDWARE

Depot Street
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Henry Baldwin (413) 232-7757

TFTUn
C[herap::ut ic Massage

FAPFRIFNCE THE DENEFITS
Relaxation « Muscle Tension « Injury & Chronic Pain
MA &NYS Licensed - Board Certified in Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork
Offices in Stockbridge, MA & Chatham, NY
518-794-8556

www.therapeuticmassagebenefits.com

Thank You!

...for your gifts to these
local organizations through
Santa’s Wish List:

% Community Health Association

% Friends of the West Stockbridge Library

% Pet Partners of the Tri-State Berkshires

% The Local Yokel

% West Stockbridge Beautification

% West Stockbridge Community Garden

% West Stockbridge Farmers Market

% West Stockbridge Fire and Rescue Services
% West Stockbridge Historical Society

Gift totals will be reported in
our February issue!
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries

By Doane Perry
Note: Copies of official board minutes may be read at the West Stockbridge Public Library.

November 23, 2015 Open Meeting

Annual Tax Classification Public Hearing

Jeff Reynolds, associate assessor on the West Stockbridge
Board of Assessors, provided information on the tax rate
needed to raise the funds the town needs. The selectmen
considered the balance between taxes on residential and
commercial property. The town would have to raise the
commercial tax 20 cents to reduce the residential tax rate 1
cent.

The selectmen voted to maintain a single tax rate, noting
they were acting three weeks earlier than last year.

Officer Accepted to Police Academy

The board received notice that Officer Santana has been
accepted into the full-time Police Academy. Curt Wilton
asked Mark Webber to remind the police chief not to “cap
out” because it is not allowed by state law. Mass. General
Laws allow only full-time academy-trained police to be
full-time officers. Part-time officers cannot work more than
19 hours per week because 20 hours per week is full time
and requires different credentials. A part-time officer has
less standing in court than a full-time officer.

Sewer System Receives Approval from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA)

After five years, the town has received word that the
sewer’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
is certified to be in good standing with the EPA. Curt com-
mented that the regulations are strict.

BHRSD Regional Agreement Committee Update
Mark reported that his appointment to the new Berkshire
Hills Regional School District Committee (at the October

El K.G.COOPER ELECTRICAL

Karl G. Cooper Jr.

New Construction - Renovations -
Service Upgrades - Generators

P.O. Box 138
West Stockbridge, Ma. 01266
kgcooperelectric@yahoo.com

413-232-0244 Ma. Master 12365A

26 board meeting) was not acceptable to the committee,
which requires a selectman rather than an administrator be
appointed. Curt was then nominated and agreed to serve.

Other Business:

* Curt reported that the new business Boundless has a
sign up but should have gotten a permit first. Boundless
should comply with the town sign bylaw that specifies
square footage. Mark and Curt said they will review the
sign.

* Curt agreed that the Highway Department will swap the
Council on Aging van snow tires for winter but said he
does not want to get involved in any mechanical work.

* Joe Roy raised the issue of the Village Association in-
formation board and rack in the public rest room build-
ing. Curt said the toilet is open only in warm seasons
due to the cost of snowplowing around the building
and heating it. Earl Moffatt said placing an information
booth next to a commode is odd.

* Roland Dudney of the Parks and Recreation Commit-
tee presented plans for the West Stockbridge Sparkles
event, 3 to 7 p.m. on December 4, including the Holi-
day Stroll, tree lighting, caroling, Santa and his sleigh,
Farmers Market, and live music. Roland also presented
the committee’s outline of the Parks and Recreation
calendar.

Executive Session
The Select Board went into executive session to consider
the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real estate.

...continued on page 7

Jeott Wilton

Restoration & Gonservation
Fine Tundture & Interdors

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements
varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

PO. Box 338

West Stockbridge, MA 01266 (413) 232-4349
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CELEBRATE THE VISUAL ARTS IN JANUARY!

January Art Calendar

Join Jacqueline Del Rossi on Monday, January 4 at Six De-
pot, West Stockbridge from 12:15-1:30 pm for a discussion over lunch.
You will be able to ask her questions. RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com.

A native of New York, Jacqueline recently moved to West Stockbridge.
After studying watercolor for several years, Jacqueline now works primar-
ily in oil with an emphasis on portraiture. She has exhibited in a number
of places around New York and the Berkshires.

“My work is inspired by my travels, the people I meet, their faces and fig-
ures. I may be attracted to a subject by the expression, the curve of the
nose, the shape of the head, the fullness of the mouth, or perhaps the
gaze.”

“I paint what I see responding to the details that define the subject’s fea-
tures, to the light as it is reflected, and to the shadows that are cast at dif-
ferent angles. 1 enjoy applying the paint wet on wet or patiently glazing
layer upon layer to create a realistic likeness that expresses the unique per-
sonality and spirit of my subject.”
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...continued from page 5

December 7, 2015, Open Meeting

Recapitulation of Tax Rate (RECAP)

Concluding the RECAP process used to set each commu-
nity’s annual tax rate, the selectmen approved a tax rate of
$12.33, an increase of 49 cents.

Driveway Issue on Pixley Hill Road

Residents of 24 and 27 Pixley Hill Road are asking the
Board of Selectmen to require repairs to remedy drainage
problems. Curt Wilton provided background: both drive-
ways are preexisting and nonconforming with permits from
1994 and 1995 and in violation of the zoning bylaw. Earl
Moffatt commented that the parties are changing property
ownership to make improvements. He said they should
aim for conformance and recognize their responsibility for
maintenance. If the driveways are conforming, the town
will fix the road.

Public Rest Room Information Area

A building permit application has been submitted by the
Merchants Association, but Mark Webber commented that
only the town can apply for a permit for a town-owned
building.

WiredWest/Finance Committee Update

The West Stockbridge Finance Committee wants to speak
with representatives of WiredWest, whose revised business
plan is delayed. The funding authority, the Massachusetts
Broadband Institute (MBI), wants WiredWest to revise its
plans. MBI was expected to explain its concerns at meet-
ings on December 14 and 17. MBI has installed fiber wires
into the Town Office building. WiredWest plans to install
broadband connection to dwellings.

Mark said that the town is in parallel discussions with
Charter Cable, raising the possibility that Charter might
take over the role of WiredWest. Mark reported that he saw
a Nextel truck working near Berkshire Bank possibly for
MBI or Charter.

Curt said that Wired West personnel seem sincere, dedicat-
ed, and intelligent, but if a town in the Wired West consor-

. SECOND NATURE GARDENS
| DESIGN/INSTALL/SUSTAIN
ADAM WEINBERG
MASS CERT HORTICULTURIST

STONEWALLS, PATIOS, PATHS
FRUITREE PRUNING, VEGGIE GARDENS

RICHMOND, MA ‘
413-441-7836 \
SECONDNATUREGARDENS.ORG | \ 4!
ADAM@SEC".:)NDN)’\TUREC&’QDEI\I#)HG\L "l

tium drops out (as Otis has), the cost for West Stockbridge
goes up. Representatives of WiredWest and MBI have said
West Stockbridge’s cost would not go up.

Earl Moffatt commented that a Time Warner/Charter merg-
er seems more doubtful and that Charter may have hired
Spectrum for work. A citizen in town asked if the select-
men know why his Charter bill has gone up $23, and they
replied they did not.

Flourish Market Sign Permit

The selectmen discussed the sign permit application by Jen-
nifer Knopf for Flourish Market, her new business at 2 Al-
bany Road (see feature story about Flourish Market in this
issue of The Local Yokel). The selectmen determined that
the size of the two signs is OK, but the location needs to be
reviewed by Mass Highway:.

Village School Use Permits

The selectmen approved requests to use the Village School
on December 10, January 14, and February 3, and for a nu-
trition program on Saturday mornings from 10 to 11:30.

Community Compact Meeting

Curt will attend the Community Compact meeting in the
Great Barrington Town Hall, where representatives from 17
towns will discuss working together.

Annual Liquor License Renewals

The selectmen approved all seven applications for renewal
of liquor licenses, effective January 1. The town’s allotment
of full retail licenses is filled; the restaurant liquor licenses
are only partly used. The town’s wine and beer licenses are
not in use. Current licensees include Truc Orient Express,
West Stockbridge Public Market, Queensboro, Rouge, Wil-
liamsville Inn, Six Depot, and Shaker Mill Tavern.

New Police Cruiser Update

The town is receiving a $4,000 discount on a new cruiser,
due to arrive in February 2016, because the last police
cruiser for the town came with the wrong tires and colors.

Executive Session
The Select Board went into executive session to discuss the
purchase, lease, or value of real estate. *

Geezers with Skills

A Collection of Semi-Retired Carpenters

Decades of Experience in the Building Trade
Licensed/Insured/LOCAL

GOT NEEDS?? CALL A GEEZER TODAY!!!
877-500-4030
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TAVERN

Venison Dinner for Our Veterans 3.5 : ;&,, g =% 0
Sunday, January 10, 2016 S e s S
12 Noon-3:00p.m. (415) 252-8565
$20 per person ~ Cash Bar J Albany Road
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Call (413) 232-8565 for more information... www.shakermilltavern.com

MEET THE ARTIST

Peter Thorne

Join Peter Thorne in West Stockbridge to appreciate his processes and
tools and to see his workshop. Peter was inspired by a terrific woodworking
teacher when he was in grammar school in North Wales. He found two
teachers in the Berkshites who hired him and taught him a lot.

Peter has created tables and chairs for the Hemingway Room at the Kennedy
Library and a twenty-one foot table for Harvard University. Local marble
and black locust wood are the materials Peter uses to design sculptural out-
door furniture. Peter gives credit to his wonderful clients for his continued
success which keeps him busy. His experience enables him to accurately give
a price and finish date.. He keeps an eye out for new and different tech-
niques so he keeps learning. He will answer your questions.

LOCAL YOKEL



WiredWest Update—
Back to the Table with MBI

By Steve Sautman, West Stockbridge delegate for WiredWest (Sautman@msn.com)

On December 1 the Massachusetts Broadband Insti-
tute (MBI) issued a statement denying state funding to
the WiredWest project, chiefly because of differences
over ownership. MBI is the state agency charged with
overseeing the last-mile build-out for remote portions
of the state. MBI oversees $40 million in state money
allocated for bringing broadband to unserved towns.
WiredWest responded with a press release and a point-
by-point rebuttal that can be seen in their entirety on
the www.wiredwest.net home page.

“WiredWest has been the driving force in moving the
last mile project forward,” said Monica Webb, chair
of WiredWest, “starting with having our towns form
Municipal Lighting Plants (MLPs), incorporating the
organization, conducting market research, procuring
early high-level cost estimates and network design,
completing financial modeling, signing up 7,000 sub-
scribers, helping 24 towns pass bond authorizations,
and putting together an exhaustively vetted business
plan and Operating Agreement. And our citizens are
impatient to make this happen. We need the state to
stop throwing up unnecessary roadblocks.”

WiredWest’s plan calls for creating a regional broad-
band network, paid for through town spending and
allocated state funding, with the WiredWest collabora-
tive owning the network and the towns owning a share
of the company in proportion to how much money
they invested in it.

At the MBI municipal meeting in Greenfield on
December 14, town representatives chastised MBI’s
behavior for not working with WiredWest in good
faith and not respecting the wishes of the towns to
work as a cooperative. A majority of the towns are
part of WiredWest and believe that WiredWest is

still the best option for the small towns of western
Massachusetts to build and operate a regional
fiberoptic broadband network by working together as a
cooperative of towns. The rescheduled MBI municipal
meeting in Worthington was canceled for a special
MBI board meeting with WiredWest.

Two days after a volatile informational meeting in
Greenfield, MBI officials met with WiredWest execu-
tives in an effort to resolve their differences over how
to build a broadband network throughout unserved,
sparsely populated western Massachusetts towns.
MBI’s board of directors told MBI and WiredWest to
go back to the table to work the issues out and then
return for a joint presentation with their resolutions.
MBI issued this statement: “(Wednesday) MBI and
WiredWest had a constructive meeting about how to
move forward. Based on that session, we will imple-
ment a negotiation framework after WiredWest meets
with their board on Saturday.” MBI director Eric Na-
kajima said, “We’re absolutely committed to working
with the towns . . . and the money is not in jeopardy at
all.” At WiredWest’s board meeting on Saturday, De-
cember 19, they designated a negotiation team com-
posed of a broader representation of directors from
the town delegates to work with MBI to resolve issues
around the business plan, governance, and technology.

Once WiredWest and MBI finalize the Operating
Agreement and Business Plan, they will be issued to
the towns for review and comment by our town’s Fi-
nance Committee and Board of Selectmen before sign-
ing to join WiredWest officially.

Let me know if you have any questions, especially as
you hear things in the news and media. I will try to
keep you updated in The Local Yokel.
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Winter: The Wisdom of the Water Element

By Kelly Clady-Giramma, L.Ac., Chinese Herbalist, Qigong Instructor

According to Chinese medicine’s Five-Element theory,
winter is the time of the water element, which relates to the
kidneys, urinary bladder, and bone. Supporting your water
element is particularly important if you suffer from poor
circulation, lethargy, back, or other joint pain that worsens
in cold weather, a low sex drive, lowered immune function,
or find it harder to maintain a healthy weight this time of
year. Winter offers an important opportunity to strengthen
your kidney and bladder systems and address these as well
as other seasonal symptoms.

Winter is a time to hibernate and conserve energy; it is
normal in cold months to put on a few extra pounds, though
hopefully not too many. And while spring is when people,
along with the birds and the bees, get extra frisky (which is
why more births happen in December than any other month),
people are less inclined toward sex during the winter when
temperatures drop precipitously. Our nightly inclination to
snuggle up by the fire means being less active, but we are
also likely to sleep more deeply and longer.

Coldness not only decreases circulation to the extremities,
it can also damage the kidneys and bladder. One of the best
ways to protect these vital organs is switching from iced
beverages to drinking only warm or room temperature water
and teas. This kidney- and bladder-friendly habit allows
you to better absorb and metabolize fluids. You might try
adopting the Asian habit of drinking a hot broth-type soup at
the end of a meal rather than beverages during the meal so
you don’t dilute your stomach acid, vital for good digestion.

Just as warm water is better in winter, so is warm-cooked
food versus raw food. Instead of salads, choose warm, hearty
soups, stews, roasted nuts, and cooked (not baked) grains.
It is also helpful to rub a warming liniment or herb-infused
alcohol on achy arthritic joints.

Staying healthy in winter extends beyond just taking care of
the body. Like all of the Five Elements, the water element
includes its own unique personality type including being
clever, articulate, and introspective. Water people have a
calm energy and a lucid mind. They are resilient and constant
with great integrity. Water types need plenty of downtime
to be alone and recharge. They are easily exhausted by too
many social interactions.

When the kidney system is in good balance, you can be
courageous and accomplish great things without feeling

Herbs used in Chinese medicine.
Photo provided by the author.

taxed, fearful, or overwhelmed. However, when the kidney
system, which is more or less synonymous with adrenal
function, is overworked, you may feel a deep sense of
lethargy and fatigue, eliminate more liquid than is going
in, experience a low sex drive, or feel unusually fearful or
anxious.

Luckily there are many Chinese medicine cures for such
ailments including individualized herbal formulas to support
adrenal energy and balance sex hormones, restorative
qigong exercises to aid a challenged immune system, and
acupuncture to remove internal blockages causing pain and a
frazzled or depressed mind. A thoughtful integration of these
techniques, along with knowledge of Chinese medicine Five-
Element theory, can help you discover a new path leading to
optimal physical and mental health.

To learn more specific ways to stay healthy in winter, please
attend my free public lecture, “Healing Foods & Herbs for
Winter Wellness,” on Monday, January 25, from 6:30 to 8
p.m. at Boundless in West Stockbridge, 5 Albany Road, on
the second floor of the Shaker Mill Tavern.

Boundless is a newly opened fitness and integrative
wellness center offering advanced styles of massage therapy,
acupuncture, Chinese herb consultations, therapeutic qigong,
personal training, small group fitness sessions, and wellness
workshops. Learn more at www.bound-less.com, or call me
directly at (541) 224-4014.
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Stockbridge Grange Dinner

On Sunday, January 10, the Stockbridge Grange will serve a baked beans and ham dinner in the Grange Hall on
Church Street from 1 to 2 p.m. Cost for adults is $12; $6 for children under 12. Takeout is available; call (413) 298-

3185. In case of stormy weather, please call first.

Council on Aging Luncheon

There will be no Stockbridge Grange dinner or COA luncheon in January. The program will resume February 16.

Send your notices for Community News & Events to the Local Yokel, PO. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266, or by e-mail to info@

thelocalyokel.org.

Last month we featured the parking lot between the Card Lake Inn and the 1854 Town
Hall, otherwise known as the Battistoni block. Early photos show two buildings in the A
space, the large three-story furniture store and a smaller building next to the Town Hall.
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The smaller building had one of the more exciting histories of any in the town center

while serving a dual purpose. What was it that made the building so different?

West Stockbridge
Historical Society

Incorpesranel im 19594

(Find the answer somewhere in this issuel!)

Bark Mulch
Topsoll
Compost

413-243-4111

Meadow Farm LLC
PO Box 393
1125 Meadow Street
South Lee, Ma 01260
Compost Facility Accepting Yard & Wood Waste

Jumpboard Class - Tuesdays 9am

Febuary 9 - March 15 2016 16 Albany Road

West Stockbridge, MA
413.232.7979
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\n 1. Aforum for new ideas. 2. An escape to other worlds 3. A connection to different people 4. A place of learning and growth
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@West Stockbridge Library

Happy New Year! We're putting out the welcome mat for 2016
with a few new additions, services, programs, and more.

The West Stockbridge Library has joined hundreds of other Massachusetts libraries to
provide a new service called the Commonwealth Catalog that makes it easy for patrons
to get resources from across the entire state. If our library network C/W MARS does not
have an item, residents can use the Commonwealth Catalog (commonwealthcatalog.
org) to search through all nine participating networks as well as several public
universities. The requested items will be delivered to West Stockbridge Library for pickup. This program replaces the
old Virtual Catalog and is funded by the Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners and the federal Institute of
Museum and Library Services.

Miss Addison Kramek won the Winnie the Pooh basket raffle. Stop in to see the winners of our holiday hedgehog book
art contest.

As of Jan. 1, we’ve sent five boxes of books to the Savoonga School in Alaska. In
November, teacher David Zick, son of our West Stockbridge neighbors John and Karen,
; asked for help to fill the shelves of his classroom library. We thank all those who’ve
wids har donated books and will continue to send boxes to David and his 7th to 12th graders.
Drop off books (preferably lighter weight paperbacks) at the library, and we’ll mail
Vs & Aore them at our discount rate.

Our sincere thanks to the family, neighbors, and friends of longtime West Stockbridge
resident Rose Balestro for their memorial donations to the library.

Also, thanks to tech advisor Bill Biggs for donating and installing a new color copier/
scanner.

Stay tuned for more about some special activities for young readers as we observe Chinese New Year 2016 at the
library. The Year of the Monkey starts Feb. 8.

New Additions

DVDs: No Escape, Mr. Holmes, Terminator Genisys, Walker, The Patriarch
Jurassic World, Mission Impossible: Rogue Nation, Ricki
and the Flash, A Walk in the Woods Just for Kids:
Daywalt, The Day the Crayons Came Home
FICTION Henkes, Waiting
Adams, Best American Science Fiction and Fantasy 2015
Belfoure, House of Thieves NONFICTION
Fortunato, Dark Reservations: A mystery Winik, 1944: FDR and the Year That Changed History
May, Entry Island (also LP)

Mosfegh, Eileen
Rankin, Even Dogs in the Wild

Fededdedehddhd S kS hdedhdhhdhhdehhdehhdhhdhhdddedddhddhddhdedhdedehddhdhhdhhdhhdhhk

Ongoing

* Set up a CW/MARS online account. Visit weststockbridgelibrary.org and click on the card catalog picture. Your
personal account allows you to keep track of checkouts, requests, overdues and fees, pickup locations, renew-
als, and more.

* Two great free resources for the print disabled are Choice Magazine Listening (CML) (1-888-724-6423)
or www.choicemagazinelistening.org. and the Worcester Talking Book Library (1-800-762-0085) funded by the
Massachusetts Board of Library Commissioners.

* If you use an e-reader, explore the Commonwealth e-book Collections (CEC), a statewide project giving card-
holders access to e-books through their libraries. Learn more at eBooks.masslibsystem.org.

—
[
-—%3  Library Trustees board meetings are open to the public. The next meeting is Jan. 7 at 4:30 in the Community
— Room.
z‘ As always, we welcome suggestions on just about anything to improve our library.
(o]
,_“.5 Lee Appelbaum and Jodi Magner
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WEST STOCKBRIDGE
W S PUBLIC LIBRARY
]

21 State Line Road
PO Box 60
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
(413) 232-0300 x308
weststockbridgelibrary@gmail.com

weststockbridgelibrary.org

HOURS:
Sun/Mon: Closed
Tues: 10am-5pm

Wed: 1-5pm
Thurs/Fr: 2-6pm
Sat: 10am-2pm

SEARCH OUR CATALOG AT:
WWW.CWMars.org

The Friends of the West Stockbridge Library
thank the following artists, authors, and speakers for

their participation in our 2015 events:

ARTISTS

Jerri Buehler
Diana Felber
Sandra Flannery
Gloria Friedman
Andi Goodman
Gary Schieneman
Margie Skaggs
Sharon Vidal

AUTHORS
Suzanne Strempek Shea

SPEAKERS

Images of Africa Photography
Painting

Images of Africa Photography
Images of Africa Photography
Images of Africa Photography
Painting

Ceramics

Painterly Photos

This Is Paradise

Holly Peppe, Millay’s literary executor, and Mark O’Berski,

vice president of the Millay Society, spoke at the Millay
Society’s Steepletop program, “Edna St. Vincent Millay—
From City Lights to Simple Stone.”

All events sponsored by the Friends are free and open to
the public. Watch the Local Yokel for 2016 events.

T&M YOu

o1h%

JANUARY 2016
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PLEIN AIR EXHIBIT JANUARY

WEST STOCKBRIDGE LIBRARY

Enjoy the summer and fall work of our Plemn Aur Artists in West Stockbndge and surrounding areas!
Come to the exhibir ar West Stockbridge hibrary in January! See the work of Gary Schieneman, Keith
Emerling, Nancy Nirenberg, Karen Carmean, Doane Perry, Susan Sabino, Karen Andrews, and
Carolyn Newberger (clockwise from top left). Join us for an opening on Wed. January 6 3:30-5pm in
the West Stockbridge Library, 21 Stateline Ro. Re. 102 Wesr Stockbridge. Other plein air arnsts will be
showing in February. For questions: kcarmean(@gmail.com.

14
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CREAMY CH

1 pound boneless, skinless chicken
breasts, cut into /2-inch pieces

Y5 cup butter, divided

1 small onion, chopped

1 medium carrot, shredded

1 celery rib, chopped

2 garlic cloves, minced

Y% cup all-purpose flour

Enjoy!

what really matters! Lynn

\

It’s comfort food time,

Recipe Corner

by Lynn Ryan

ICKEN GNOCCHI SOUP

and this is a great one for a COLD January day!
Yield: 8 servings (2 quarts)

3% cups 2% milk

1% cups heavy cream

1 Tbsp. reduced sodium chicken
bouillon granules

Ya tsp. coarsely ground pepper

1 package (16 o0z.) potato gnocchi

%2 cup chopped fresh spinach

1. In a Dutch oven, brown chicken in 2 Tbsp. of the butter. Remove and keep warm. In the same pan, sauté the
onion, carrot, celery, and garlic in the remaining butter until tender.
2. Whisk in the flour until blended; gradually stir in the milk, cream, bouillon, and pepper. Bring to a boil.
Reduce heat; cook and stir for about 2 minutes or until thickened.
3. Add the gnocchi and spinach. Cook 3—4 minutes or until the spinach is wilted. Add the chicken. Cover and
simmer for 10 minutes or until heated through. Do not boil!

Happy New Year to you all! By the way, I did not win the “Cookie Swap” on the Today Show with last month’s
recipe. But it was fun entering and watching the results. I’'m always a winner with family and friends, and that’s

Lynn Ryan 232-7758 E-mail: waxonwheels2655@yahoo.com Web: www.partylite.biz/waxonwheels

N

\

i

GIRDLER

West Stockbridge, Massachusetts

413-232-7719

PO Box 20, West Stockbridge,

fax 413-
girdler@verizon.net
MA LIC 16255A

PELECTRIC

\‘\ \[-‘lﬁi\g\)\l'(“ \E\

A FAMILY ¢ PET
FRIENDLY INN

PHONE: 413.232.4600

INFO@SHAKERMILLINN.COM
WWW.SHAKERMILLINN.COM

MA 01266
232-0099

BoB é&»MaRry THIBEAULT
KEEPERS OF THE INN

SHAKER MELL INN

JANUARY 2016
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weet Stockbridge Hietory Quiz Ancwer:

The smaller building next to the former Town
Hall was built sometime between 1855 and
1858, based on early maps. Commercial
directories in the late 1800s do not list
businesses by location, but it very likely was a
general store. By the 1880s, the building was
owned by James Moore. (Across the street,
where Equator is located now, James Moore
had his apothecary that also sold books and
candy. Think of an early CVS.)

Our building’s claim to local fame was in the =

mid-1890s when it housed the post office. In W'

1893, Lena Moore, daughter of James Moore, Al LALEAGIIHE *?f \o

took over as postmistress, and the post office -

was moved into her family building from its The Battistoni block, located next to the 1854 Town Hall, ca. 1910.
previous space in the old Town Hall. The town Photo courtesy of Bob Salerno.
was growing, and it needed the space in the

Town Hall for other services.

i ANV -
i

Lena had the dubious honor of serving during the period when robbers blew up the post office safe seven times.
(However she hung in there, remaining in her position until 1909, when she finally married at what was then the
shockingly old age of 40.) The Reverend Dubois took over as postmaster, and the post office remained on the first
floor until the 1930s when it moved across the street, next to the Queensboro Package Store.

The second floor was the town’s barbershop. The early photos show the traditional barber pole in front of the door
leading upstairs. Isaiah D. Crispell was the only barber in town, according to both the commercial directories of the
1870s and 1880s and the federal census. He was African American, born in Kingston, New York, and moved into town
sometime in the 1870s. Isaiah is described in the directories as a “tonsorial artist.” In 1905, the business changed
hands as Samuel Baldesarre, a recent Italian immigrant, moved into the space and became the local barber.

The building survived until the 1930s when the Battistoni building next door burned in a major fire. The barbershop
moved across to the brick building next to the Public Market. The funny-looking little building had more excitement
than many others that remain in the town center.

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge Historical Society before
they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. E-mail info@weststockbridgehistory.org or
call 232-4270.

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

FOR LEASE

STONEHOUSE

_ ~ WEST STOCKBRIDGE
PROPEK[IES]If g S = B E 38 Main Street

38 Main Street ' — = 1,000+ Square Feet
West Stockbridge, MA ' - f Excellent Visibility and Parking

(413) 232-4253 e e Heat and Wifi Included
www.StoneHouseProperties.com : S
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Birthdaye & Annivercariee Donor Boll Call ~ January

/12 {Inng Roy

/13 Jim Hallock
/13  1Ibby Hallock
/19 €mma Seward

/24 John Parker

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? To be
sure your listing gets in the Local Yokel, please
send it in by the 15th of the month before the
desired issue each year.

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, ?‘
West Stockbridge MA 01266 cc‘a?)
or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org S &})

)
'\";Q?-c&-_:-.' 22

Bob Balboni
Jerri & Dan Buehler
David & Maria Carls
Gene Dellea
Beth & Rich Fentin
Lois Ferguson
Irma & Robert Gal
Stan & Sandy Kleiner
Carol & Stuart Kuller
Raquel & Lear Levin
Thomas & Cecelia Meade
Lucy & Bill Negrini
Judith Nevins
Tom Sagendorf
Karen & Jerry Waxberg

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY.
We couldn’t do it without your support!
Keep the Local Yokel coming. Please send your gift today!
(See response form on page 21.)

' Kevin Holden Inc.

'_ Tree Trimming & Removal

2 Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
= www.khtree.com

A Little About Us: Established in 1976, we have been
in the art and science of tree care for over 36 years.
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety

for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care

services and our meticulous work on clients’ property
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

B Tree Removal

B Tree Pruning

B Tree & Shrub Fertilization
B Storm Damage Clean-up

B Stump Removal

B Land Clearing

Ml Cabling & Bracing
H Crane Rental

All Types of Tree Work Insured
Member International Society
(New England Chapter)
ISA Certified Arborist
NE 6430A

MARKET

FRESH FINDS & VINTAGE FURNITURE

2 Aloany Rd ¢ West Stockbridge MA ¢413 232 8501

www.flourishmarket.com
Wed-Fri 10-3, Sat 10-5

JANUARY 2016
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A huge thank you to everyone who has advertised in the Local Yokel during 2015!
We could not publish every month without your participation.
To all of our readers: please support our local businesses.

AUTOMOTIVE
Baldwin Motor Co. (closed)
Troy’s Garage 232-4295/232-4296

CARPENTER/BUILDER
Rick Houldsworth 232-4307

CONSTRUCTION
W. E. Williams Paving 232-7003

ELECTRICIAN
Girdler Electric 232-7719
K. G. Cooper Electrical 2322-0244

FITNESS & HEALTH

Bella Grazia Pilates 232-7979

Community Health Programs/The Children’s
Attic Consignment Sale 528-0457

Nicole Reid/Berkshire Skin and Wax 822-7709

Therapeutic Massage 518 794-8556

FOOD/BEVERAGE SALES

Meadow Farm Market 394-4308
Queensboro Wine & Spirits 232-8522

SoMa Catering/Café & Fine Foods 232-0007

FURNITURE RESTORATION
Scott Wilton 232-4349

GALLERIES

Equator 232-4100

Hoffman Pottery 232-4646
Hotchkiss Mobiles Gallery 232-0200

GARDEN SERVICES & DESIGN

Meadow Farm: — Mulch, Topsaill,
Compost 243-4111

Second Nature Garden Design 441-7836

The Berkshire Botanist 232-7595

LODGING
Shaker Mill Inn 232-4600

OUTDOOR SERVICES

JLH Outdoor Services 329-2332/232-4322

Kevin Holden Tree Services 698-2696

Meadow Farm Market: — Outdoor Equipment
Sales/Repair Service 243-0777

Seanjohn Landscaping 329-8200

PLUMBER
William Korte Plumbing 232-7051

PRINTING
In Touch Printing 442-1202

REAL ESTATE
Stone House Properties 232-4253

RELIGION
Congregation Ahavath Sholom 528-4197

RESTAURANTS

Rouge 232-4111

Shaker Mill Tavern 232-8565

Stanmeyer Gallery & Shaker Dam
Coffeehouse 232-7707

Truc’s Orient Express 232-4204

RETAIL

Baldwin Hardware 232-7757

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons 232-7785

Donald McGrory Oriental Rugs (closed)

Next! Select Consignment (Moved to Great
Barrington)

The Floor Store 232-7175

Zoftique at Hotchkiss Mobiles Gallery 232-0200

(Unless otherwise noted, all area codes are 413.)
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Est. 1888

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

Manufacturers of

Baldwin’s Pure Vanilla Extract - -
Flavoring Extracts, Spices, Baking Supplies, MRENGRASEY BT bbss

=

Maple Table Syrup, Serious, Mushy & Hilarious
Greeting Cards, Retro Toys, Candy
& So Much More!

Not just a store. . .
It’s an experience!
1 Center Street
West Stockbridge
Massachusetts

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-5
SUNDAY 10-2
413-232-7785

www.baldwinextracts.com

Queensboro Wine
& Spirits
26 Main Street ~ West Stockbridge ~ 413-232-8522

Rick Hoﬁldsworth

Carpenter/Builder 232-4307

Small johs welcome » Over 25 years of experience

Offering the finest in Beer, Wine and Spirits

Wine tastings every Saturday.

Please visit our website for our
current specials and event information at

queensborowineandspirits.com.

Don’t forget we offer 15% Discount
on a case of wine, mix and match.

@GMAIL.COM

LD AMERVAN INDIAN
JEWELRY RUES TEXTILES-

VINTALE C'oTHeS  FOUCART.
AND ECCENTR\C CoLECTAR E

Monday through Saturday 9:30am to 9:00pm

3 _ Open Sundays Noon to 5:00pm

St

THURSDAY — SUNDA
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Support the Local Yokel Using AmazonSmile
By Vicki Grayson

You can now help the West Stockbridge Local Yokel using AmazonSmile. The AmazonSmile Foundation
will donate 0.5% of the cost of your eligible purchase to the Local Yokel or to any 501(c)(3) charitable
organization that has registered with the foundation.
Here’s how it works:
%k Use smile.amazon.com to place orders (instead of amazon.com).
%k Eligible products are marked “eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages.
*k  Existing Amazon.com accounts will work on smile.amazon.com.
¥ On your first visit you select the charitable organization you want the foundation to donate to before you
start shopping. It will remember your selection. You can change the charity at any time.
%k The donation will be 0.5% of the item price excluding shipping and handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes,
or service charges.

*k Because the AmazonSmile Foundation makes the donations, they are not tax deductible by you.

More detailed information about the program is available at smile.amazon.com. We greatly appreciate the won-

derful support the Local Yokel receives from our community and hope that you will participate in this new way.

[@] William Korte Plumbing

Plumbing Installation and Repairs

William A. Korte
Master Plumber license #9844

korte34@msn.com l
413-232-7051

Since 1977 No job too small

WEPAVE.COM

W.E. Williams Paving
for all of your

The Floor Store
e

have a wide selection
of carpet, tile,
hardwood, bamboo,
vinyl, tile, and so

' much more!
www.the-floorstore.com We have been flooring

232-7 1 75 people since 1983!
12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA

Paving and
Excavating needs.

(413) 232-7003

Surfacing the Tri-State area since 1948
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Every issue costs us about $1,000 to print and distribute!
Pleace help ue keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news,
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue to
you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations as

long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, Inc.

is a 501(c)(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law.

Donate $35 or more and
1 Yee!

get a YKL Bumper gvicker
| want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of $
made payable to WSLY.

Check any that apply:

[_] I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments) (] Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to
me. Save the postage; I'll pick it up myself.

L

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent) Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238

City State Zip West Stockbridge, MA 01266

.IPMENT

\ We carry all of your
- Iand.scapmg and garden supplies
. " SNOW BLOWERS
SNOW PLOWS & SANDERS

Aigis CHAIN SAWS

1 GENERATORS

i TRACTORS

N LAWN MOWERS

rhby (o HYDRAULIC HOSES

4 = POWER EQUIPMENT

iy MULCH, TOPSOIL

2 - COMPOST FERTILIZER

' GRASS SEED

ice melt, bulk salt,

- and sand/salt

Open Sal. 8-2; Closed Sundays

We also do repairs

on your equipment!

413_243_0777 Route 102, 1160 Pleasant St.

South Lee, MA

William Merelle
owner / chef

relle

3 Center Stre
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SEANJOHN LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING « FALL CLEAN-UPS
TREE REMOVALS - DRAINAGE
HOUSE CHECKING
PLOWING & SANDING

FREE ESTIMATES BY APPOINTMENT

CALL SEAN 413-329-8200

InT

()

-

QLo

printing

o — |

Just what you were looking for!

Customized local print-solutions
with a personal touch.

413-442-1202
info@infouchprinting.com
www.intouchprinting.com

Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300 - Fax 232-7195

Animal Control John W. Springstube 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1-5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Board of Health John Olander 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.—4 p.m., or by appt.

Board of Selectmen Earl B. Moffatt, Peter

Skorput, Curt G. Wilton
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber 232-0300 ext. 319 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.

8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Tues. 4-7 p.m.

Conservation Commission | Jennifer Kujawski, 232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Lori Rose

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Peter Skorput 232-4200 (non- Mon. 6:30-9 p.m.

emergency)

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Lee Appelbaum 232-0300 ext. 308 Tues. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed. 1-5 p.m,;
Thurs. & Fri. 2-6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.—
2 p.m.; closed Sun. & Mon.

Police Department Tom Rubino 232-8500 (non- | 24 hours,

emergency) 7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.—7 p.m.; 7 days/week;

Window: Mon.—Fri. 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission | Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30-4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3-6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Transfer Station Edward McGrath 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. and
Sat. 8 a.m.—-6 p.m.

Tree Warden James Hallock 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov * Community and Business Website: weststockbridgetown.com
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The Local Yokel
Needs You!

Would you enjoy being part of the team that produces this free monthly
newsletter serving our community, now in its 10th year of publication?

Do you enjoy writing or photography? We need regular and occasional
contributors on subjects of local interest.

Or would you like to lend a hand a few hours each month to help with
distribution, mailing, and other projects?

Call John Parker at (413) 854-7350 or e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org for
more information.

Please Send your B//-Z‘/7c/cz>/5 & Anniversaries o the Local Yokel.
g\_)% /Je are /Wgﬂﬂ/ Zo include Z‘/?eM n Z‘/?e nex? 15Sue.

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA (1266 or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org

Pick up Berkshire Bank

D Or you can choose
Charles H. Baldwin & Sons
,ﬂ a copy Library to have the
S FREE No. 6 Depot Local Yokel
ublic Marke mailed to you for a

—9 AS ALWAYS Public Market led to you f
TU‘ at these locations Queensboro Wine & Spirits minimum annual

. Town Hall contribution of $25.
8 around town: Transfer Station
p—
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Local Yokel

West Stockbridge, MA

West Stockbridge

P.O. Box 238

01266
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1/1 New Year's Day - Happy New Year!

1/6 Knitters & More 2-4p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
1/10 | Grange Dinner 1-2p.m. | Stockbridge Crange

1/11 | Board of Selectmen 7 p.m. Town Offices

1/12 | American Legion 7 p.m. Town Offices

1/13 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
1/13 | Friends of the Library meeting 3:30 p.m. | Town Offices Board Room

1/15 | ** Deadline for the Next Local Yokel *** send to info@thelocalyokel.org
1/18 | Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

1/20 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
1/25 | Board of Selectmen 7 p.m. Town Offices

127 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. | Town Offices Community Room

HAPPY NEW YEAR!






