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Planning Board Proposes Changes to
Village Center Zoning

By Dana Bixby, Zoning Committee, West Stockbridge Planning Board

The planning board has been working on changes to the zoning bylaws for the village center. A final proposal will be presented for
approval at a special town meeting on February 27. In anticipation of that, and as required by the state zoning statute, a formal public

hearing about the proposed changes will be held on February 6 at 7:15 p.m. at the Town Offices.

Two key goals have defined our mission and guided our work in considering upgrades and improvements

for zoning for the village center. These are to:

— Reduce the permitting burden
— Provide regulations that better enable the village center to maintain, replicate, and reproduce its

inherent character
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Proposed Village Core Overlay District

This map was created by the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission and
is intended for general planning purposes only. This map shall not be used
for engineering, survey, legal, or regulatory purposes. MassGIS, MassDOT,
BRPC or the municipality may have supplied portions of this data.

Proposed Commercial District Boundary Change
These maps were created by the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission and provided by the West Stockbridge Planning Board.
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Our current zoning regulations were a product of an era when no one thought about making regulations that actually related to the
physical characteristics of the village. As a result, in the village center most lot sizes, frontage, and setbacks, products of the historical
development of the village, are nonconforming. The current zoning does not reflect and embody the essential nature of the village center.

These existing regulations have various negative effects, for example:

1. They prevent anyone from building anything new that would follow the historical patterns of the village center in terms of lot size
and relationship of building to street.

2. The nonconformities that exist for virtually every property in the village center trigger the need for variances or special permits for
most changes to existing buildings. A reduction in this permitting burden is one of the benefits that we hope to realize with these new
regulations.

The proposed zoning changes for the village center are in four areas:

— Change the commercial district boundary to encompass the old Town Hall, Wisdom Lodge, former
Card Lake Inn, and an existing mixed-use property adjacent to the former Card Lake Inn.

— Create a Village Center Overlay District (VCOD) zoning district for the core of the village with new
dimensional requirements for lot size, frontage, and setbacks within the overlay district. The intent of
the changes proposed is to make more of the existing fabric of the village core conforming, and to en-
able new development to re-create more easily the village fabric as it is.

— Make changes in the table of uses to allow mixed uses because (a) mixed use is of value in the vitality
of the village, and (b) that would make existing mixed uses no longer nonconforming.

— Provide improved parking regulations including better mechanisms for shared parking and relief from
onsite parking requirements in the VCOD where most of the lots are very small.

The full text of the proposed changes and maps showing the proposed boundary lines are available for review at the Town Offices.

Prior to the Planning Board’s decision at the beginning of the new year to move forward and bring the proposed changes to the annual
town meeting, we have held informal meetings to present these ideas to townspeople, explaining the proposed changes and soliciting
their input. Those meetings provided us with very helpful comments, and as a result the current proposal that will be presented at the
public hearing, and then brought to town meeting includes adjustments such as the following:

1. The new VCOD boundary on the east side of Main Street is extended to incorporate a parcel adjacent to the former Card Lake Inn.

2. In the VCOD if a new use or change of use would result in a parking requirement of seven or fewer spaces, there will be no onsite
parking requirement for that new use or change of use. Any parking requirement greater than seven spaces in the VCOD will be
subject to the same parking requirements as required elsewhere in the commercial district.

3. We decided to keep the language in the existing zoning that provides latitude for the zoning board of appeals (ZBA) to reduce park-
ing requirements in particular cases via special permit.

The public hearing will be another opportunity for public input and comment. Based on input from the public hearing, the Planning
Board can consider further adjustments to the proposed changes before making their final recommendation to the select board for
inclusion at the February 27 special town meeting.

We would also like to note that we have done our work with the help of the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC) and in
particular with funding from the “District Local Assistance” grant program.

BRPC has provided research about existing conditions in the town, provided information about what similar towns have done to up-
date their village zoning regulations, and has helped with drafting and review of the proposed zoning bylaw changes.

Zoning regulations are about use and dimension. Over time these regulations result in spatial patterns that are the underlying genera-
tors of village character. The changes in zoning proposed for the village center aim to confirm the character of our village center and to
enable an essential spatial patterning and character to be the stability through which vitality and energy in our village center can thrive.
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Among the early settlers in western Massachusetts were the Congregationalist ministers.
They came primarily from the Connecticut River Valley seeking to convert local residents
and at the same time secure the land and keep it away from the Dutch traders moving in
from the Hudson Valley.

West S kbri :
During the colonial period, the Congregational Church was the major force. It controlled H:::;Emmﬁ;

the political, economic, and social fabric of the Commonwealth. Church attendance was Incorporaied in 1994
required. Town taxes paid for the minister, funded the building of the church, and supplied

wood for heat and grain to feed the minister’s family. Tolerance of other religions, or even

no religion, was nonexistent. Any deviation from Congregational beliefs usually got people

exiled at best, or more likely their land was confiscated and they were then fined and

imprisoned. State law required church membership.

West Stockbridge had a slightly different relationship with the powerful Congregationalist
Church. What was that relationship, and how did it evolve?

(Find the answer somewhere in this issuel!)

JT

Landscapin g -Tree and Brush Removal

. -Tree Pruning
Iree Services Sumrcrinding
-Plowing & Sanding

-House Checking/Caretaking
-Drainage & Driveway Repairs

-Lawn & Field Mowing

-Fall & Spring Cleanups
413-329 -8200 -Building & Maintaining Gardens

-Firewood

Fully Insured - Free estimates

Please send your B#Z‘/?o/Q/S & /4nn/‘\/er5ar/‘e,6 Zo the Loca/ Yolé e/.
@ We are happy Lo include them in the next issue.

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA (11266 or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries
By Doane Perry

Note: Copies of official board minutes are available at the West Stockbridge Public Library. Video recordings of town meetings
are broadcast on Charter Cable channel 190 and on the Internet at http://vimeo.com/channels/weststockbridge. Residents can be
notified by e-mail of town events and meeting agendas by subscribing at http://weststockbridgema.virtualtownhall.net/subscriber.

Open Meeting: January 9, 2017

Police Department Update

Since starting work on December 19, Chief Marc Portieri has
been introducing himself to people in town and has received
a positive reception. Marc said he has been getting speed
radar units certified, the same key to work in both cruisers,
and training for all officers.

Marc recommended that part-time officer Cameron (Cam)
Ford be considered for a position as a full-time officer. Curt
Wilton said that he is not against another full-time officer,
but the selectmen have not yet discussed it. He observed that
it is a big commitment in light of the town’s experience of
spending money for no result, since one such officer was hurt
and another left for another town. Curt is not willing to just
take their word for commitment. He added that the town is
seeking college-educated and female officers. Peter Skorput
said he would want some kind of agreement, noting that
some towns are requiring a three- or five-year commitment.

Curt said he has heard lots of positive comments from
townspeople about the new chief. Curt cautioned Marc to
be careful about complying with part-time salary regulations
because there are investigators who will come in.

\ We carry all of your
: Iand.scapmg and garden supplies

. : SNOW BLOWERS
SNOW PLOWS & SANDERS

CHAIN SAWS
GENERATORS

g

LAWN MOWERS
HYDRAULIC HOSES
~POWER EQUIPMENT
MULCH, TOPSOIL
COMPOST FERTILIZER
GRASS SEED

lce melt, bulk salt,

- and sand/salt
Open Sal. 8-2; Closed Sundays
We also do repairs

on your equipment!
Route 102, 1160 Pleasant St.
South Lee, MA

'41'3-243-'0777

Shared Services

The board accepted an invitation from the towns of Sheffield
and New Marlboro to send a representative to a meeting on
January 23 regarding shared services. The purpose is to
discuss shared services in information technology, financial
services, highway, conservation, and shared purchasing in
equipment and gravel among the three towns of Sheffield,
New Marlboro, and West Stockbridge.

The selectmen also discussed meeting with the Richmond
Board of Selectmen to explore shared services. Peter said
the idea was prompted by issues around the Richmond
ambulance and the towns’ experience already working
together.

Downtown Zoning Amendments

The Board of Selectmen approved a request by the Planning
Board to proceed with a special town meeting proposing
amendments to downtown zoning (overlay district and
commercial district). Members of the Planning Board
commented that the current zoning is over 50 years old and
needs improvement, and there have been no changes to the
proposal after two hearings.

...continued on page 7
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COMMUNITY
ACUPUNCTURE at

BOUNDLESS

MORE FREQUENT.
LESS COST.
DEEP HEALING.

_ - TUESDAYS SATURDAYS
JANUARY 24th 21st

FEBRUARY  7th&21st 4th & 18th
MARCH 7th & 21st 4th & 18th
APRIL 4@1& &18th 1st& msm |
SESSIO

: 4:30-5:15 PM : 9 :
I 2 5:30-6:15 PM SESSION 2: 10:45-1 1:30 AM

Learn more at

BOUND-LESS.COM /COMMUNITY

or call us at (413) 822-7394




Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries...continued from page 5

Rescheduled Special Town Meeting

Because Stockbridge leaders have decided to hold their
special town meeting on the school district along with their
regular May town meeting, West Stockbridge, which had
been planning to meet on the school issue after Stockbridge
considered it in January, now plans to hold a special town
meeting on February 27 to consider the Planning Board
zoning proposals along with the revised regional school
district agreement.

Fire Services Audits

Mark Webber announced that the town has received the
results of an independent audit of the Fire Department as
approved at the last town meeting. Curt explained that the
audit was the result of allegations by a citizen regarding
Peter’s leadership of the department. [Editor’s note: The
Fire Services audit reports are available on the town website,
http://www.weststockbridge-ma.gov/.]

Surplus Equipment

Curt announced that three vintage vehicles belonging to
the town are going out to bid: a 1985 truck, a 1989 tractor,
and a 2008 conversion van. The vehicles can be seen at the
Highway Department yard.

5 Albany Road | 413-232-8565
Check out our new Main Menu featuring:
House-Smoked items
TO GO Family Dinners/Picnics
Children’s Menu & Children’s Corner!
Jim & Jenni Roy Hallock

TO GO ONLY,
FAMILY/PICNIC DINNER PACK SERVES 4 ADULTS
SMOKED SPLIT CHICKEN S50.0() comeswit coLEsLAW/CORNEREAD/SMOKED PORK
SMOKED SALMON ORRIBS SO Q).()() comesWITH COLESLAWICORNBREAD/SMOKED PORK

Other Business:

Upcoming meetings were scheduled as follows: January
15, Board of Selectmen; January 23, Sheffield; January
30, Rent Control Board.

Curt signed the disclosure forms required because Peter
receives two salaries as selectman and fire chief.

Mark reported that the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation has scheduled the next meeting on the
Interchange project for February 7 at 6:30 p.m.

The selectmen approved a building use request for four
Thursdays, 4:30 to 6 p.m., in February through April,
unless there is a conflict with other users.

The Office of Dam Inspection has sent the town a re-
minder of responsibility for inadequate spillway capac-
ity. The selectmen are acknowledging the communica-
tion but do not agree, commenting, “In 45 minutes the
river would be a brook.”

Curt reported on the status of the retaining wall along
the Williams River that broke down by the Shaker Dam
Café. The town is seeking a 30-day emergency tempo-
rary work permit from the Conservation Commission.
Foresight and Maxymillian will be involved in the

...continued on page 9

MARKET

FRESH FINDS & VINTAGE FURNITURE

9

“a bit of serendipity’

2 Albany Road ¢ West Stockbridge MA ¢ 413 232 8501

Winter Hours: Wednesday - Saturday 11-5
f www flourishmarket.com
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WANDERING JEWS
WONDERING JEWS
CULTURAL JEWS
MIXED MARRIAGE JEWS
MIXED UP JEWS
NON-JEWS
LGBT JEWS
CREATIVE JEWS
SPIRITUAL JEWS
JEW BUI’'S
- g AR
PCLIT CAL JWS

: ‘P, AT r]"ﬂ“‘" -mATfj
YIDDISH SPEAKING JEWS
INTELLECTUAL JEWS
SEARCHING JEWS
OBSERVANT JEWS
NON-HEBREW-READING JEWS
PASSIONATE JEWS
HIGH-HOLY-DAY JEWS
ARTISTIC JEWS
AGNOSTIC JEWS
HAVEN"T-BEEN-IN-SHUL-SINCE-
MY-BAR-MITZVAH-JEWS
Sound like you? We invite you to call our spiritual le :Ia

a Ce .‘n n, at 413-. 175—4;')" (H visit us to learn more
RECONSTRUCTIONIST

AS ALWAYS
at these locations
around town:

RNEY Mﬁcounsamns AT LAW
— ; ;{@assimfwﬁldywrfamnlymday
e mwllﬁmmcmn DIRECTION SINCE 1933 3¢
— - L Ii_ o .‘,"

* Phone: (413) 528-0630
www.mccormicklegal.com

Ir._f!

390 Main Street, Suite 2, Great Barrington, MA 01230

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

Queensboro Wine & Spirits

Queensboro Wine
& Spirits

26 Main Street ~ West Stockbridge ~ 413-232-8522

Offering the finest in Beer, Wine and Spirits

Wine tastings every Saturday.

Please visit our website for our
current specials and event information at

queensborowineandspirits.com.

Don’t forget we offer 15% Discount
on a case of wine, mix and match.

Monday through Saturday 9:30am to 9:00pm
Open Sundays Noon to 5:00pm

Berkshire Bank
Or you can choose

to have the
Local Yokel
mailed to you for a
minimum annual
contribution of $25.

Flourish Market
Library
No. 6 Depot
Public Market

Town Offices
Transfer Station

B4 K.G.COOPER ELECTRICAL

Karl G. Cooper Jr.

New Construction - Renovations -
Service Upgrades - Generators

P.O. Box 138
West Stockbridge, Ma. 01266

kgcooperelectric@yahoo.com

413-232-0244 Ma. Master 12365A
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries...continued from page 7

repairs, which are expected in involve habitat and water
issues.

* Peter asked Mark whether there were plans to recreate
the Cable Commission. Mark said not yet.

Public Comment

e Paula Farrell asked about repairs to the Town Office
building’s front steps that are giving way. The selectmen
said they are asking Facilities Manager Dom Luchi to
make repairs.

* Paula asked for more heat in the Community Room. The
selectmen said they will provide a space heater.

Open Meeting: January 16, 2017

Berkshire Hills Regional School District Budget

The Board of Selectmen discussed a letter from BHRSD
superintendent Peter Dillon and school committee chair
Steve Bannon inviting them to (1) a meeting of the School
Committee on Thursday, February 16, 7 p.m., at Monument
Valley Regional Middle School, for a presentation of the
proposed budget for FY 18, and (2) a joint meeting with
representatives from all district town boards on Tuesday,
February 28, 6 p.m., in the Stockbridge Select Board meeting
room, for each town to hear the perspectives of others at the
meeting.

Fire Services Report
Curt Wilton announced that there would be no public

Lotadly Crafted
Bodies

16 Albany Road
Wesr Stockbridge, MA
4132327979
Bellagraziapilates.com

Bella (ruzia Pilates

Mater Trachers in Pilales
Bor ver 10 e

discussion of the report at this meeting. The selectmen will
read the report and discuss it at another meeting.

Dirty Properties

As aresult of tax liens, the town now owns several properties
that may be “dirty,” or contaminated with gas and fuel oil,
and consequently are difficult to sell. One of these properties
is at 21 Great Barrington Road, just south of Card Lake on
Route 41, previously owned by Everett Wamback.

The selectmen discussed what to do with the property. Mark
Webber reported town counsel’s advice that the town is
not responsible for cleanup but does have to disclose what
it knows. Curt suggested a public auction with disclosure
of what the town knows. Earl Moffatt suggested further
investigation and that zoning classification may suggest a
use. Peter Skorput commented that the tanks may have been
removed.

Other Business:

* Mike Skorput asked why the board scheduled a meet-
ing on the Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday. Curt replied
that they decided it was necessary because they are un-
usually busy with meetings about finance, schools, and
shared services.

* Karen Carmean’s request to use Town Offices rooms for
the Artists’ Guild was approved.

CORNELIA F. LENHERR, M.D.

FUNCTIONAL MEDICINE
CONSULTATIONS FOR LIFESTYLE AND
CHRONIC HEALTH CONCERNS

7 Railroad Avenue Chatham, NY 12037
Phone: 518.392.5180 drcory@healthymd.org

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: the Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA 01266 or info@thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors:
John Parker, 298-1052, john.parker49@pverizon.net; Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com;
Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com; Anne Lesser, 232-8577, anne@annelessercommunications.com.
massculturalcouncil.org Contributor: Doane Perry, 617-547-1413, doaneperry@yahoo.com; Design: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Celebrate the Visual Arts in 2017

February Art Calendar

Art Demonstration and Business Meeting: Wed., Feb. 1,

4-4:45 p.m.: Using Instagram. 4:45-5:30: Demonstration by Lynn
Horvath on paper grounds for painting. 5:30—6:30: Business
meeting. Small groups plan. West Stockbridge Town Hall, 21
Stateline Rd. (Rte. 102).

iPad Painting and Demonstration with Anne Auberjonois: Session |
for beginners Feb. 8. Session Il (if you have done session 1) Feb. 22.
Wednesdays, 10—1 p.m., Stockbridge. Bring your lunch.

Plan Art ‘Round Town: Thurs., Feb. 9, 12—-2 p.m. Stanmeyer Gallery
and Shaker Dam Coffeehouse, 2 Main St., West Stockbridge.

Positive Critique: Thurs. Feb. 9, 4—6 p.m. Bring 2-3 pieces of your
art. West Stockbridge Town Hall.

Meet the Artist: Anne Pasko, Mixed Media Artist: Fri., Feb. 10,
12:15-1:30 p.m. Good Purpose Gallery, Lee.

Berkshire College Students for fellowships and March 3-25 show.
Apply by Feb. 10 to Baafellowship2017.artcall.org.

Submit Art to Berkshire Museum for 10” x 10” benefit show: Sat.,
Feb. 11 & Sun., Feb. 12, 1-4 p.m., or Mon., Feb. 13, 6—8 p.m. Pre-
registration: http://berkshireartassociation.org/?p=2237. Party:
Feb. 23, 6 p.m. $25 ARTIX drawn at 7 p.m. for original art.

How to Write an Inspiring Artist’s Statement: Wed., Feb. 15, 3:30—
5 p.m. llene Spiewak. West Stockbridge.

Artist-to-Artist Open Studio: Wed., Feb. 15, 6-9 p.m. West
Stockbridge Town Hall. Work, chat, experiment. Host: Aly Benton.
Limit: first 20.

Meet the Artist: Hildy Pincus Kronen, Photographer: Thurs., Feb.
16, 12:15-1:30 p.m. Six Depot, West Stockbridge.

Tea with the Masters: Fri., Feb. 17, 12-2 p.m. at Stanmeyer Gallery
and Shaker Dam Coffeehouse, West Stockbridge.

Life Painting Sessions: Tues., Feb. 21 and 28, 10-1 p.m. Sessions for
beginners to experts with a live model. $15 RSVP: wgpolk@aol.com.
A Friday Feb. 17 model program is full. Narrative figure painting.
RSVP: ach022050@gmail.com.

Art Book Gathering: Fri., Feb. 24, 3-5 p.m. Share a favorite book:
artist, process. Shaker Mill Books, Depot St., West Stockbridge.

Richmond-West Stockbridge Artists’ Guild
www.rwsag.org and Facebook
RSVP: www.signupgenius.com or
kcarmean@gmail.com if not otherwise indicated.
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Recent Works

Birgit Bhyth

Joan Rooks

Adrian Holmes
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School District

Regional Agreement Amendment
Up for Vote

at Special Town Meeting
By John Parker

Ataspecial town meeting on February 27, West Stockbridge residents will vote on a proposed amendment
to the Berkshire Hills Regional School District (BHRSD) Regional Agreement that, among other things,
will change how debt for future capital projects is assessed.

In his January 22 letter to the Berkshire Edge (http://theberkshireedge.com/bhrsd-finance-revision-
needs-public-support-at-special-town-meetings/), BHRSD superintendent Peter Dillon explained that
the district was formed in 1965 through the creation of a regional agreement that was updated in 1977,
1979, and 1990. In 2016, a committee was formed with citizens from the three member towns to review
and update the agreement.

The committee is chaired by Bill Fields, Mark Sprague, and Lou Oggiani. West Stockbridge representatives
are (at large) Alan Thiel, Henry Baldwin, and Lou Oggiani; (School Committee) Kristen Piasecki; and
(Selectmen and Finance) Curt Wilton and Andrew Krouss.

The committee focused on three main areas:
« Removing inaccurate or outdated language
« Complying with state laws, regulations, and practices, and

» Reworking the assessment formula for capital projects.

The committee proposed changing how debt for future capital projects is assessed. Currently, capital
projects are assessed based on October 1 student enrollment. Each town pays its share based on its
percentage of students. The revised formula is based on equalized valuation. Each town’s assessed value
would become the basis for each town’s allocation for capital projects. Operating budgets would continue
to be assessed as they are now based on October 1 student enrollment.

After meeting for more than a year and working with the Massachusetts Association of Regional Schools
and the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, the committee unanimously approved a
revised agreement, sent it to the School Committee that also approved it, and to the state for review and
feedback. The revised agreement can be found at the district’s website, http://www.bhrsd.org/bhrsd-
proposed-regional-agreement/.

In his letter, Superintendent Dillon urged residents to reach out to Regional Agreement Amendment
Committee members or to him if they have questions and to attend the special town meeting. Dr. Dillon
can be reached at (413) 298-4017, ext. 19, or by e-mail: peter.dillon@bhrsd.org.

FEBRUARY 2017
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Thank You,
)"sz‘::’ West Stockbridge!

Santa’s Wish List Donations

InourDecemberissue, we included an appeal for donations to nine West Stockbridge organizations.
The total received was $8,460 (up from $7,345 last year) We thank_ all those who gave so
generously to these important community groups that work very hard to make West Stockbridge
such a special place to live. Here are the totals by organization:

Community Health Association .............. $760
Friends of the Library .................... $1,065
Local Yokel . ......... ... ... ... .. . ...... $1.820
Pet Partners of the Tri-State Berkshires ... ...... $290
WS Beautification ........................ $825
WS Community Garden . .. ................. $270
WS Farmers Market . ...................... $800
WS Fire&Rescue ..........ccoiuii. .. $2,080
WS Historical Society ..................... $550
TOTALGIVING. ....................... $8.,460

BERKSHIRE INTRODUCING

OUR NEW WEBSITE -
PROPERTY MOBILE OPTIMIZED

AGENTS FOR AN EASY,

INFORMATIVE,

413 528 6800 FRUITFUL EXPERIENCE

COME VISIT!

#1 TOP SELLING REAL ESTATE AGENCY
IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY 2015°

TIM LOVETT JEN HARVEY TOM LYNCH MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE,
SHEA POTOSKI BARBARA SCHULMAN COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES
SELINA LAMB CLAUDIA CRANE

RUSS STEIN DEBORAH LEVINSON

DANIELLE SMITH CHRISTIAN DECKERT 12 RAILROAD ST
BILL O'LEARY JONATHAN HANKIN GREAT BARRINGTON MA
LESLIE GLENN CHESLOFF

BERKSHIREPROPERTY AGENTS.COM

*BASED ON BERKSHIRE BOARD OF REALTORS FIGURES
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Massachusetts Cultural Councll

Cultural Council Announces Grants for 2017
By Lorrin Krouss

The West Stockbridge Cultural Council completed its granting process for FY 2017. After a careful review of the 29 submit-
ted applications, it was determined that funding would be provided for 18 applicants, with awards provided for 19 projects.
All of the selected projects and/or programs satisfied the Massachusetts Cultural Council definition of Arts, Humanities, or
Interpretive Sciences.

We are pleased to advise that these organizations are receiving funding:
Berkshire Bach Society: music/free student tickets
Berkshire Children’s Chorus: scholarship program
Berkshire Lyric Theatre Inc.: concerts and education program
Berkshire Playwrights Lab: new staged readings
Berkshire Pulse: tuition assistance
Berkshire South Regional Community Center: Berkshire Ukulele Band and Berkshire Sings!
Berkshire Theatre Group: BTG Plays! school residency program
Flying Cloud Institute: using art to master science and girls’ science club at BHRSD
Friends of the West Stockbridge Library: annual passes to area cultural attractions
Greenagers, Inc.: environmental education and stewardship
Nutshell Playhouse: theater
Peter Dillon: W.E.B. Du Bois educational series
SculptureNow: sculpture, culture, and nature
Shakespeare & Company: Fall Festival of Shakespeare
The Local Yokel: local news support
WAM Theatre: Women’s Theatre Group season 8
West Stockbridge Chamber Players
West Stockbridge Farmers Market: music and entertainment

West Stockbridge Historical Society Concert

Current members of the Cultural Council are Marjorie Powell (chair), Ellen Greer, Scott Sawyer, Lorrin Krouss, and Curtis
Thierling. Comments and suggestions from our West Stockbridge neighbors are always welcome and appreciated.

For more information about the Massachusetts Cultural Council and the local grant process, go to www.massculturalcoun-
cil.org and click on Local Cultural Councils, the Applicants.
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\n 1. Aforum for new ideas. 2. An escape to other worlds 3. A connection to different people 4. A place of learning and growth
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livbrary \[1-brer

oz WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

-

: 21 State Line Rd West Stockbridge, MA 01266 In the new Town Hall
weststockbridgelibrary.org | 413-232-0300 ext. 308

TUESDAY 10am-5pm WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 2-6pm  SATURDAY 10am-2pm

Welcome to the Year of the Rooster!

If you were born in 1933, 1945, 1957, 1969, 1981, 1993, 2005, or 2017, you are a Rooster. People
born in the Year of the Rooster are said to be courageous, talkative, and confident. You also have a
reputation for being a flashy dresser and are low on energy in the evening. You enjoy learning and are
not afraid to work. Our younger readers are invited to stop in for Chinese New Year books and crafts
(and LEGOs) all month and during school winter vacation.

% If you missed local author Ruth Bass’s book signing of her latest book, A Silver Moon for
Rose, last month at the Richmond Library, we’ve just stocked up on all the books in her
trilogy including Sarah’s Daughter and Rose. The series chronicles the life of Rose Hibbard,
a 19th-century New England farm girl.

NEW ADULT FICTION

Conway, Agent Runner

Ellis, The Butcher’s Hook
Hiaasen, Razor Girl

Hoag, Bitter Season

McVeigh, Leopard at the Door
Perry, The Old Man

Woods, Below the Belt

NONFICTION

Colier, The Power of Off

Friedman, Thank you for Being Late: An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in the Age of
Accelerations

Hochschild, Strangers in Their Own Land

Taubes, The Case Against Sugar.

DVDs: Denial, Girl on the Train, Homeland (season 5), Man Called Ove, Snowden

Just for Kids
Deedy, The Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet
Rey, Curious George and the Dragon Dance

Fekdehhddhhd

Fekdedkddhhdhfddhddhddhdddddedehdedhdddddddedeohd)

Ongoing

e Set up a CW/MARS online account by going to weststockbridgelibrary.org and clicking on the card
catalog picture. Your personal account allows you to keep track of checkouts, requests, overdues
and fees, pickup locations, renewals, and more. Can’t find it in our C/WMARS network? Click on
the Commonwealth Catalog to borrow any item statewide.

* If you use an e-reader, explore the new statewide Commonwealth e-book Collections (CEC) at
eBooks.masslibsystem.org.

e Library Trustees Board meetings take place on the third Tuesdays of the month. All are open to
the public. Next meeting is Feb. 14, 4:30, in the Community Room.

* A reminder that day passes to our year-round attractions are available at the library. Thanks to
the Friends of the Library and the West Stockbridge Cultural Council for their support.

As always, we welcome suggestions on just about anything to improve our library.
Lee Appelbaum and Jodi Magner

Y
N
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A Y Tree Trimming & Removal

¥ Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
= www.khtree.com

A Little About Us: Established in 1976, we have been
in the art and science of tree care for over 40 years.
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety
for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

B Tree Removal

M Tree Pruning

B Tree & Shrub Fertilization
B Storm Damage Clean-up

B Stump Removal

B Land Clearing

B Cabling & Bracing
B Crane Rental

All Types of Tree Work Insured

Member International Society
(New England Chapter)

MEMBER

ISA Certified Arborist
NE 6430A

The Friends of the
West Stockbridge Library
would like to thank all
those who contributed to the
Friends over the giving season.

We would also like to remind
you about our passes to
cultural venues, available
year round. Avoid the summer
rush and visit some of our
wonderful local cultural
resources this winter!

Tﬁae Floor Store

ome get floored by
mw the floor store! We
- “whave a wide selection
of carpet, tile,
hardwood, bamboo,
vinyl, tile, and so
much more!

We have been flooring
people since 1983!

- <Y
www.the-floorstore.com

232-1175
12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA

Winter Parking Ban

No overnight parking along town roads

November 1 through April 30
from 11 p.m. to 7 a.m.

West Stockbridge, Massachusetts

L N .
" RS i .
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weet Stockbridge Hietory Quiz Ancwer:

The rural towns in the western districts weren’t
under the control of the church hierarchy quite as
much as the Connecticut Valley or eastern cities.
Remote geography and the need to develop a “wild
and howling place” eased some of the dogmatic
requirements. For West Stockbridge, located next
to the Dutch New York patroonships and actively
trading with a more worldly population from
Hudson, Albany, and New York, the townspeople
were somewhat more tolerant.

By the 1770s, West Center residents were meeting
in various homes and taverns in West Center. The
trip over the hill to the Stockbridge Mission to
spend a six hours in services on Sunday must have
been rough, even more so during harvesttime or
winter. By 1774, we received our charter from the First Congregational church built in 1789
General Court and our town formally split with the on the site of the West Center Chapel.
other Stockbridge. The reasoning was to keep our Photo courtesy of Bob Salerno.
own church tithing and formally organize our own

congregation—Congregationalist, of course. Our first church meetinghouse was finally built in 1789 on the site of
the West Center Chapel.

Just four years later, though, the Baptist Society of West Stockbridge was officially chartered. It actually shared
the meetinghouse until 1794 when the Congregationalist Church gave the Baptists a piece of land on their own
property to build their own meetinghouse. This was a major step forward in tolerance from the days of Roger
Williams and banishment to Rhode Island. (Stones from that foundation might still be found in the woods.) This
wouldn’t have happened in the other Stockbridge, which was much more dogmatic.

As people from outside settled here, other religions were formally organized in West Stockbridge. Scotch immigrants
from the British clearances supported the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1834. Irish immigrants from the famine
and British deportations brought in Catholicism in the 1850s. Probably the most famous was the Mormon revivals
of 1839. A group of 30 organized a branch of this new religion in 1840, out of which came Daniel Spencer, one of
the early leaders of the church.

The formal recognition by Massachusetts of the Congregational Church as a state church ended in 1780, but the
official state funding of selected religions didn’t end until 1833.

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge Historical Society before they
discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. E-mail info@weststockbridgehistory.org or call 232-4270.

BALDWIN HARDWARE | EIQ i@ S (s (3 (e w11
Carpenter/Builder 232-4307

West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Henry Baldwin (418) 282-7757 Small jobs welcome » Over 25 years of experience
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Community Garden

We are so thankful for all of the donations
for the community garden. With this money
we will be able to rent a tractor, for a much
needed retilling, along with the various seeds and
transplants needed to make the season flourish.
Our Local Yokel wish list grand total was $270!

Our donors:

Alison and Marshall Ash
Jerri and Dan Buehler
Bob and Irma Gal
John and Ada Masiero
Gary Schieneman and Susan Fisher
Molly and Chris Vreeland
William and Jeannie Zox

Thank you for your support!

Dan and Megan Lewis

Muddy Brook

R 9 =55 ELEMENTARY

Bml'dmg C.’ammunrty, Ennchmg Education P I A

New Mascot

The students at Muddy Brook Elementary held a
formal election and voted the coyote as the school
mascot. The new mascot design will appear on the
school’s Spirit Wear to be sold soon. Stay tuned
for more information in the next few months.

Rewards for Muddy Brook

Clip and save Box Tops Coupons from more
than 330 participating products including Avery,
Cheerios, Cascadian Farms, Betty Crocker, Juicy
Juice, Hefty, Kleenex, Ziploc, and more. Each
coupon is worth 10 cents when redeemed. Mail
Box Tops to Muddy Brook Regional Elementary
School PTA, 318 Monument Valley Road, Great
Barrington, MA 01230.

Show Your School Spirit!

February’s theme is HERITAGE. Do you have a
tradition based on your heritage that you can
wear to school and share with your classmates?
Every Friday in February is Heritage Day.

Visit our website, www.muddybrook.com,
for more information on upcoming events,
and remember to like us on Facebook!

Tallotion

printing

Just what you were looking for!

Customized local print-solutions
with a personal touch.

413-442-1202
info@intouchprinting.com
www.infouchprinfing.com

Jeott Wilton

Restoration & Gonservation
Tine Fuurndture & Interdors

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements
varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

PO. Box 338

West Stockbridge, MA 01266 (413) 232-4349

FEBRUARY 2017
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Farrers Markek

The West Stockbridge Farmers Market Committee
would like to thank these friends who supported the market in 2016:

Catherine America Nancy & Walter Howell
Alison & Marshall Ash Carol & Stuart Kuller

Jerri & Dan Buehler Lear & Raquel Levin

Amy & Brian Butterworth Madeline & Martin Lizt

Ray Dorazio Ada & John Masiero

Paula Farrell & Digger Lockenwitz Jaylyn Olivo & Dale Flecker
Beth & Rich Fentin Carol & Marvin Schwartzbard
Susan Fisher & Gary Schieneman Peter Thorne

Irma & Bob Gal Karen & Jerry Waxberg
Vicki Grayson and Alan Thiel West Stockbridge Grange
Elaine Hoffman Jeannie & William Zox

And a very special thank you to the West Stockbridge Congregational Church committee that hosted a very
successful fundraiser for the market and to the Merritt Family for the kind use of their green!

Your generosity has kept the market operating and is greatly appreciated!

The Local Yokel
Needs You!

Would you enjoy being part of the team that produces this free monthly
newsletter serving our community, now in its 10th year of publication?

Do you enjoy writing or photography? We need regular and occasional
contributors on subjects of local interest.

Or would you like to lend a hand a few hours each month to help with
distribution, mailing, and other projects?

Call John Parker at (413) 298-1052 or e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org for
more information.

LOCAL YOKEL
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Formers Mariet

It’s The Year 0f The Rooster—Gret Qea\dj To Crow!

The Chinese Year of the Rooster began on January 28, and the West Stockbridge Farmers Market
is preparing to celebrate its sixth season and its beloved mascot.

In addition to the wonderful produce and products always offered at the market, expect a strong
rooster theme this year with rooster games, rooster trivia, rooster lore, and maybe even rooster

visitors.

Ideas? Get in touch: WSFarmMarket@gmail.com. If not, prepare to join in and have fun.

Opening day is May 18—save the date!

OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO
EIG OO OGO OO OO OO OO OO OIS

EOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OO OGO OO OO

GlﬂﬂLEﬂ@ELEcmlc

West Stockbridee, Massachusetts

413-232-7719

PO Box 20, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
fax 413-232-0099

- irdler@verizon.net
Stanmeyer Gallery & Shaker Dam Gotfeehouse g MA L\iC I1Z 6255A

2 Main Street ® West Stockbridge, MA ¢ 413.232.7707 ¢ Open Mon-Thur 8-4, Fri-Sun 8-6

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

\TOL KBRIDGE LAND

(1 STONEHOUSE
|| PROPERTIES...

38 Main Street
West Stockbridge, MA
(413) 232-4253
www.StoneHouseProperties.com 3+ ACRES * $209,900 18.4+ ACRES + $420,000
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Jeanne & Ron Bill 2/11 Mnng logsser

Richard Brophy 2/22  Jofnng €llis
Amy & Brian Butterworth

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? To be sure your

Friends of the West StOCkbrldge lerary listing gets in the Local Yokel, please send it in by the 15th
Walter & Nancy Howell of the month before the desired issue each year. ?{
Steven Knott The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, ‘?.'i
West Stockbridge MA 01266 E\b
Carol & Stuart Kuller or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org =Z ‘,j
Cecelia & Thomas Meade ——c2cH| k2

Susan & Sam Menahem
Steve & Erika Sautman
Donald Young
William & Jeannie Zox

Anonymous: 3 *

&
|

Advertise here, just $3.00 for first ten words
and 10 cents for each additional word

Send ads to The Local Yokel at
, . P.O. Box 238,
Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY. We couldn’t do it West Stockbridge, MA 01266,

without your support! Keep the Local Yokel coming. Please send your i .
gift today! (See response form on page 21.) or info@thelocalyokel.org

Bark Muich
Topsoll

Compost
WEPAVE.COM

413-243-4111

Meadow Farm LLC
PO Box 393
1125 Meadow Street
South Lee, Ma 01260
Compost Facility Accepting Yard & Wood Waste

W.E. Williams Paving
for all of your
Paving and
Excavating needs.

(413) 232-7003

Surfacing the Tri-State area since 1948
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Every issue costs us about $1,000 to print and distribute!
Pleace help ue Keep the Local Yokel coming!

F

1

1

1

1

[  With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news,

I please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue

I to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations
as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel,

I Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please

| check with your employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.
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Donate $35 or more a.nd
get a YKL Bumper gyicker

[} No Thanke, pleace don’s eend
me a chicker

. Uec! | want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of $

made payable to WSLY. Check any that apply:

[_] 1 would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments)

[_] Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to
me. Save the postage; I'll pick it up myself.

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent) Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
: : P.O. Box 238
City State Zip West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Community Newe & Evente

Stockbridge Grange Dinner

On Sunday, February 12, the Stockbridge Grange will hold a stuffed breast of chicken dinner in the Grange Hall
on Church Street from 1 to 2 p.m. Cost for adults is $12; $6 for children under 12. Takeout is available; call (413)
298-3185. In case of stormy weather, please call first to see if it has been canceled.

Council on Aging Luncheon
The Council on Aging will hold its potluck Iuncheon at noon on Tuesday, February 14, in the Community Room at
the Town Offices.

West Stockbridge Congregational Church

Pastor Shawn Bracebridge of the West Stockbridge Congregational Church UCC has accepted a new ministry in
southern Vermont as of January 2. Replacing him for the next four months will be former pastor Belle Fox-Martin.
The church’s regular worship services remain at 10 a.m. on Sundays.

The church will host its pasta dinner on Friday, February 10, from 4:30 to 7 p.m. in the social hall. The Richmond/
West Stockbridge Artists’ Guild will hold an art exhibit displaying works of various artists available for purchase.
Cost for dinner is $10 per person and $12 for a gluten-free option. The meal will be served buffet style including
homemade meatballs, sauce, salad bar, beverage, and dessert. It’s first come, first served, no advance ticket sales,
and continuous seating. All net proceeds will benefit the West Stockbridge Historical Society.

Send your notices for Community News & Events to the Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266,
or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org.
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Geezers with Skills

A Collection of Semi-Retired Carpenters

Decades of Experience in the Building Trade
Licensed/Insured/LOCAL

GOT NEEDS?? CALL A GEEZER TODAY!!!
877-500-4030

RICHMOND, MA
413-441-7836

SECONDNATUREGARDENS.ORG
ADAM@SECONDNATUREGPQDEN

' SECOND NATURE GARDENS
B DESIGN/INSTALL/SUSTAIN

ADAM WEINBERG
MASS CERT HORTICULTURIST

STONEWALLS, PATIOS, PATHS |
FRUITREE PRUNING, VEGGIE GARDENS

.\\I | |

Rt ) \J/

Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300 - Fax 232-7195

Animal Control John W. Springstube 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1-5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Board of Health John Olander 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.—4 p.m., or by appt.

Board of Selectmen Earl B. Moffatt, Peter

Skorput, Curt G. Wilton
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber 232-0300 ext. 319 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.

8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Conservation Commission | Jennifer Kujawski, 232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Lori Rose

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Peter Skorput 232-4200 (non- Mon. 6:30-9 p.m.

emergency)

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Lee Appelbaum 232-0300 ext. 308 Tues. 10 a.m.—5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs.,
and Fri. 2-6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
closed Sun. & Mon.

Police Department Marc Portieri 232-8500 (non- | 24 hours,

emergency) 7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.—7 p.m.; 7 days/week;

Window: Mon.—Fri. 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission | Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30-4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3-6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.—
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Transfer Station Edward McGrath 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. and
Sat. 8 a.m.—6 p.m.

Tree Warden James Hallock 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov * Community and Business Website: weststockbridgetown.com
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Hildy Pincus Kronen Anne Pasko: Multimedia

Join Hildy Pincus Kronen on Thurs., Feb. 16, at Six Depot, West Stockbridge, from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. for an informal discussion over lunch. You will be able to ask her questions. RSVP:
http:// i i 0544a5a72ca7fa7-meet or, if necessary,
kcarmean@gmail.com.

Throughout the past three decades, Hildy Pincus Kronen has created a photographic style
resembling movie stills from an Alfred Hitchcock thriller. Like him, her images can be unsettling.
Her spare eni i are usually exp itic by placing a lone figure
in the frame with an emphasis on the play of light and dark. Her portraits, she says, “would not
be described as ‘portraits’ in your traditional sense. Many times the frame cuts off the identity
of the person, creating the sense that the individual could be anyone.”

Working with both film and digitally, Kronen is best known for her hand coloring. Through her
special sensibility and spare use of color on black-and-white photographs, she has come up
with her own unique seductive reality. Kronen maintains an openness when beginning a photo
shoot, bringing a depth of meaning to her photographs based on her connection to her
subject. With her keen eye for composition, she meticulously places and develops a rapport
between herself and the model allowing for their vulnerability to surface, thus creating a level
of intimacy between the viewer and her subject.

Kronen earned an MA in anthropology from Hunter College. She got her first camera at age 25,
changing the direction of her future. As a young photographer in Brooklyn Heights, she began
her studies in photography at the School of Visual Arts, NYC, and continued at the International
Center for Photography, NYC. In the 1970s and 1980s, she was highly influenced by
photographers Duane Michaels, Sean Kernan, David Chalk, Charles Gatewood, and Bruce
Gilden, who helped form her vision. Her work has been published in Photographers Forum

ine, Today’s ine, Time & Life Annual, and Woman Self-
Portraits (edited by Joyce Tennyson Cohen).

Join Anne Pasko on Friday, Feb. 10, 2017, at Good Purpose Gallery on Main Street in
Lee from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. for an informal discussion over lunch. You will be able to ask
her questions. RSVP: www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090544A5A72CA7FA7-meet or, if
necessary, kcarmean@gmail.com.

“My work crosses a broad range from serene to wild--from monochromatic paper
collage to vivid and highly textured mixed media paintings with found objects and
acrylics. My pieces may encompass the symbolism of women's spirituality or my love of
the earth and our natural environment or the lore and magic of a place like Monhegan
Island, Maine.

“I enjoy working and experimenting with textures and new techniques. Itis the
uncertainty and search for new i and exciting inations of color that keeps
me burning with passion to “do art." | am frequently asked how | come up with some of
the images and pairings of materials. The answer is always that these are not from a
clear, conscious place but rather something that bubbles up out of the subconscious, a
remembering of an ancient symbol, or an image seen or felt in a dream. My art often
expresses that which | am unable to verbalize.

“My goal is not to recreate a scene or an apple, but rather to capture the mood or
feeling of a time and/or place. I've come to realize that when the Muse stings me | am
powerless to concentrate on anything else until | have exhausted whatever theme she is
tickling me with. It might be a color combination, a song lyric or the title of a book, or
something less specific, a feeling that just has to be explored with different kinds of
materials. | am grateful for every one of her little, and sometimes not so gentle, stings.”

Est. 1888

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

Manufactiirers of

Baldwin’s Pure Vanilla Extract
Flavoring Extracts, Spices, Baking Supplies,
Maple Table Syrup, Serious, Mushy & Hilarious
Greeting Cards, Retro Toys, Candy
& S0 Much More!

Artist-to-Artist Open Studio

B
Photos by Myron Schiffer

Looking for a chance to start a new painting or finish one that's been waiting
for you to complete? Looking to take or review photos with others? Looking

MNor just a stove. . .
It'’s an experience!

= work on pieces with other artists?

= chatabout art?

= watch others work and join in?

= experiment with a new media like the iPad painting above?

1 Center Street
West Stockbridge
Massachusetts
MOMNDAY - SATURDAY -5

SUNDAY CLOSED
413-232-FTT8A

www holdwinextrpcts com

This is your chance to encourage your creativity. These sessions are free and
open to the public. Bring your own art supplies including drop cloths. Bring
photos or still-lifes to inspire!

Mark your calendars! Please RSVP to save your place. Each session will be
open to the first 20 people, free of charge. Stay for an hour or all three.

The sessions are inspired by an idea that Alexandra Benton proposed last
year and Karen Farkas heard about in another area with lots of artists.

If they are successful we would like to continue to have them on the second
or third Wednesday evenings from 6 to 9 p.m. Painting is limited to the area
with the linoleum flooring with drop cloths.

Come join the fun! RSVP to save a spot: kcarmean@gmail.com
We plan more Artist-to-Artist Open Studio Nights on third Wednesdays
except second Wednesdays in February and April.
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2/1 Knitters & More 2-4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

2/2 Groundhog Day

2/2 Board of Health 6:30 p.m. Town Offices

2/6 Board of Selectmen meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices

2/6 Planning Board public hearing 7:15 p.m. Town Offices

2/8 Knitters & More 2-4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
2/10 Pasta Dinner 4:40-7 p.m. | W. Stockbridge Congregational Church
2/12 Grange Dinner 1-2 p.m. Grange Hall, Church St., Stockbridge
2/13 Board of Selectmen meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices

2/14 Valentine’s Day

2/14 COA Potluck Luncheon 12 noon Town Offices Community Room

2/14 American Legion 7 p.m. Town Offices

2/14 Parks & Recreation Committee meeting | 5:30 p.m. Town Offices Board Work Room
2/15 *** Deadline for the next Local Yokel *** send to info@thelocalyokel.org

2/15 Knitters & More 2-4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
2/20 President’s Day

2/20 Board of Selectmen meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices

2/21 Library Trustees meeting 4:30 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
2/22 Knitters & More 2-4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
2/27 Special Town Meeting 6 p.m. Town Offices






