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Brochure Design Receives Special Recognition

By Kim Bradway

The West Stockbridge Village Association (WSVA) was recognized by Visitor International, the International Association of Visitor Information
Providers, for their printed 2019-20 Guide and Map. You may have seen this bright yellow brochure in the Visitor Center or the hands

of visitors around town and beyond. It was submitted on behalf of John Hart of Berkshire Brochure Display, who distributed over 23,000
of these brochures throughout the Berkshires; the greater Capital Region; through all of Columbia County, NY; northwest Connecticut;
and Saratoga County, NY.

Narrowed down to a list of 72 from a possible field of more than 19,000 from across the United States,

Mexico, Canada, Europe, and South Africa, the WSVA brochure was honored as a “Regional Nominee”
in the 2019 International Best Brochure Competition.

The brochure was organized by Joe Roy, Jr. of The Floor Store and designed by Jennifer Knopf of Flourish
Market, with the assistance of association members Karden Rabin of Boundless and Truc Nguyen of
Truc Orient Express Restaurant. Member categories include Dining, Shopping & Galleries, Lodging,
Design & Home, Cultural Adventures, Community Resources, Health & Wellness, and Gourmet &
Specialty encompassing a total of 43 businesses, each with a logo or photo, a brief description,

and their contact information. Inside the brochure, a colorful illustrated map is featured. Designed
by mapartist.com, the establishments are located in and around West Stockbridge.

The brochure was laid out and printed by The Studley Press in Dalton, MA. Copies of the brochure
are available in the Visitor Center, a box outside The Floor Store, and it can be viewed at
www.visitweststockbridge.com. Congratulations on a job well done and for presenting West
Stockbridge to the world!

2.2 miles
b Woodruff R
on Rt. 102

Rt. 102 to Mass. Pike

Rt. 41 to Hancock Shaker Village
&NY Thruway _

31 Stockbridge Road

Your Home in the Berkshires! Comfortable
1830 farmhouse on 26 acres. centrally located.
M 5 Bedrooms; sleeps 12; 3/ baths. Eat-in-kitchen.
Fully equipped. W/D, Cable, DVD, WiFi.
Weekends, Weeks, Holidays
917-209-0926 * 31 Stockbridge Road
31StockbridgeRoad@gmail.com
31StockbridgeRoad.com

Swamp Rd.
to Pittsfield
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BERKSHIRE FARMHOUSE VACATION Idyllic 1840's 5 bedroom
Farmhouse rental. 413-232-4646. BerkshireFarmhouseVacation.com
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ridge.com

to Lenox & Tanglewood

Berkshire Riverside Rental
Contemporary, two story, loft style home overlooking
the gentle Williams River. This historic barbershop
has been newly renovated and simply fumished.

2 bedrms, 2 baths, 2 living rooms, kitchen, office
workspace, and a wooden deck. Kick back and relax

by the river!

908-507-3198 * 4 Main Street
BerkshireRiversideRental.com

Shaker Mill Inn

Our operator-owned, child and pet friendly
Bed & Breakfast offers luxurious efficiency
suite lodging at affordable prices. Each spacious
room features a private entrance, bathroom,
% fireplace, kitchenette, and deck or balcony.

t 41 to . Rt. 102 to
Great Barrington & Mass. Pike East  Stockbridge & Norman Rockwell Museum

413-232-4600 * 2 Oak Street
ShakerMilllnn.com

ovely adjoining retail
op tic Vietnamese items.

Ll 413-2324204 « 3 Harris Street @

Facebook.com/TrucRestaurant

AN

TAP

 Hotchkiss Mobiles

Amust-see” mobile-making Studio and Gallery
# teaturing the moblles of Joe! Hotchkiss
+ American cratts, jewelry, boutique

fashions. Studio:Open Daily.
B8 GENTER ST, « M-SAT: 10-5PM = SUN: 11-4PM.
‘www.artmobies.com = 413-232-0200

Flourish Market

DESIGN & HOME

il

A unique store offering an eclectic assortment
of fumniture, home décor, and gifts. Specializing in
painted furniture and antique & vintage lighting.
With a bit of nostalgia and modern country style,
Flourish Market is a not-to-be-missed shopping

Anderson & Sons Shaker Tree
experience in the Berkshires!

Careful, handmade recreations of classic Shaker
Furniture. All work is commissioned; we make
any Shaker piece, as exact to the original as
possible. Our 39th year in West Stockbridge.
Visit the showroom on Saturdays or call/e-mail
for an appointment.

413-232-7072 * 24 Main Street
Shakertree@cox.net

FlourishMarket.com

Shaker Mill Books

Shaker Mill Books sells select, used, rare, and

HOUSE

AT SHAKER MILL
LOCAL EATS

out-of-print books; including first editions and

collectibles. Specializes in maps and books of
The Berkshires. Cards, gift items, and locally
made food products aiso for sale.

ﬁ 413-232-8501 * 2 Albany Road

IVERSON JEWELRY + SALA Handcrafted jewelry, unique ceramics,

413-232-0251 + 3 Depeot Street
ShakerMillBooks.com

Mexican goods, plants & more. 3 Center Street. lversonStudio.com

+ DRINKS -

MUsSIC

CLOSED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY - 413.232.8565

®)

SHOPPING & GALLERIES

Gallery and Shaker Dam Coffeehouse

of
CERAMICS BY MARGIE SKAGGS Unique, functional & decorative

pieces. 413-232-4465. MSk l

f m

com

FET T 9 R &R West Stockbridge
|« — "B Curated boutique selling art, antiques, fine
jewelry, vintage pieces, and more. We offer
1 unique bespoke and artisanal items sourced
BB s 347.248.3474 + 20 Main Street

globally and domestically.
% RandRWestStockbridge.com

John Stanmeyer, chat with proprietor Kim Hubbard, former Nat Geo |
and White House photo editor, and enjoy delicious Counter Culture

coffee, artisanal wine and beer, and tasty snacks while relaxing at this
cozy oasis alongside the Williams River. @

©

413-232-7707 * 2 Main Street * ShakerDam.com

LE

THE LADY"!
I

)

PETER THORNE FURNITURE Custom Fumiture and Cabinetry, Kitchens,
and Millwork. Marble Outdoor Fumiture and Sculpture. 413-854-3331

a Sandy Klempner @Home
E A SHOP with ONE-OF-A-KIND eclectic finds!

HOME STYLIST - Works with what you havel
BUYS + SELLS Quirky + Cool - Antique Rugs;
Artwork; Modern, Ethnic + Native American
Jewelry; Folk Art + Colorful Textiles.
Thurs—Fri-Sat 11 AM - 5 PM; Sun 11 AM - 4 PM
518-322-1894 + 22 Main Street
SandyKlempnerAtHome.com

SARAH THORNE DESIGN Decorating by the day. | use what you have,
help edif, organize + arrange. Advice on colors + new purchases. 413-429-7612

The Floor Store

¥ Stop in and meet the Roys! Professional and

* experienced flooring services with pricing that
rivals the big box stores! Custom installations of
carpets, exotic bamboo and hardwoods, vinyl,
laminate, ceramic, porcelain tiles, stones and more!
Hours: Tues-Sat 9 AM - 4 PM

413-232-7175 * 12 Main Street @
FloorStoreWestStockbridge.com

'S TOUCH /LISA F. PARKER Landscape Design &
413-232-4123. lisa.f.parker63@gmail.com
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Select Board Meeting Minutes

[Editor’s note: At the town administrator’s request, the Select Board minutes here are reprinted verbatim
with no editing of text. Official board minutes are available at the West Stockbridge Public Library and
on the town website, https://www.weststockbridge-ma.gov/. Select Board meetings may be viewed on
Spectrum cable local access channel 190. Residents can receive e-mail notification of town events and
meeting agendas by subscribing at http://weststockbridgema.virtualtownhall.net/subscriber].

Select Board Meeting Minutes
December 4, 2019
6:00 PM: Open Meeting

Quorum present: Select Board Members: Bernie Fallon, Chair;
Doane Perry, Eric Shimelonis and Town Administrator Marie
Ryan.

Bernie Opened Public Hearing for Tax Classification.

Jeff Reynolds from the Assessors’ Office gave a brief
explanation of the Tax Rate report. He stated that the tax levy
has been established and the town has had new growth. He
suggested that the town adopt the single tax rate. He stated that
the new tax rate will be $13.12 per $1000 of value. This is an
increase of an average of $360.00/year.

Bernie then read a motion and it was seconded by Doane to
accept this tax rate. Vote was unanimous.

Board reviews and approves warrants; payroll and vendor.

Agenda Items/Action/Discussion Items: Meeting Opened at 6:00PM

2020 Liquor License renewals-

Bernie read the list of establishments that have applied for a liquor license

renewal license for 2020. They were:
Queensboro Wine & Spirits
Truc Orient Express

26 Main Street
Harris Street

Rouge 3 Center Street
Tap House at Shaker Mill 5 Albany Road
The Foundry 2 Harris Street
WS Public Market 8 Main Street

Bernie then made a motion to approve all the licenses for 2020, Doane
seconded. Bernie asked if there was any further discussion, seeing none,
all were approved unanimously.

2020 Auto Class II and Class II and Taxi License renewals-

Bernie told the audience that he would like the audience to allow the
Select Board to discuss the licenses prior to any input from them. He
stated these are renewals that are approved by the Select Board. Doane
stated that he is in favor of renewing all of the licenses as long as they are
in compliance with the town bylaws. He would like to hear any concerns
that the audience may have because he feels it is important for them to be
aware of any issues to help make the town better. Eric stated that he was
not inclined to approve any license to a business that is not in compliance.
Eric said he feels that it is the Boards responsibility to make sure everyone
is in compliance.

Bernie explained that in the past all licenses had one line written on them
and that last year the Board decided to change them and add verbiage to
include some compliance so they had something to measure compliance
on the property. Eric stated that the Board needs to have something to

...continued on page 5

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

| STONEHOUSE
[

PROPERTIES...

38 Main Street
West Stockbridge, MA
(413) 23! )!

www.StoneHouseProperties.com
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please mail submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238,
West Stockbridge, MA 01266, e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit www.thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is
the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors: John Parker, 394-4368, john.j.parker53@gmail.com;

Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com; Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com;

Anne Lesser, 717-0277, anne @annelessercommunications.com; Designer: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

FEBRUARY 2020



J,}Yj;fzf,\ Thank You,
‘*355:! West Stockbridge!
\,

Santa’s Wish List Donations

In our December issue, we included an appeal for donations to eight West Stockbridge
organizations. The total received was $6,625. We thank all those who gave so generously
to these important community groups that work very hard to make West Stockbridge
such a special place to live. Here are the totals by organization:

Community Health Association: $485

Friends of the Library: $690

Local Yokel:- $1,695

Pet Partners of the Tri-State Berkshires: $110
West Stockbridge Beautification: $830

West Stockbridge Farmers Market: $600
West Stockbridge Fire & Rescue: $1,990
West Stockbridge Historical Society: $225

Total: $6,625

JT

Lands Capin g ‘Tree and Brush Removal

. -Tree Pruning
v -Stump Grinding
Tree S c 1CES -Plowing & Sanding
-House Checking/Caretaking
-Drainage & Driveway Repairs

Fully Insured - Free estimates ERaicgiele Mowing
-Fall & Spring Cleanups
413-329 -8200 -Building & Maintaining Gardens
-Firewood
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Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 3

measure if they are in compliance. As Bernie explained, as for the Troy’s
Garage Licenses, that as he reads the conditions attached to the license, he
believes they are in compliance. He then asked Eric what exactly does he
think that they are not in compliance with. Eric stated that he wanted some
objective and expert testimony about compliance, and that he did not want
the board to have to make a subjective judgement call. Eric wanted the
Board’s decision to be based on objective facts and not opinions.

Bernie then read a letter from Virginia McGarrity, a resident, who sent in
a letter to be read at the meeting as a matter of record as well as the e-mail
chain she supplied. (see attached) This letter was in support of the renewal
for Troy’ Garage License as well as her concern in regards to an e-mail that
Eric had sent out to certain people in town, which suggested he wanted to
exert pressure in not renewing the license. Again, Bernie asked Eric what
was not in compliance. Eric stated nothing specific, he noted that over the
summer he commented on the fact that when renewing the licenses the
Board needs to be clear that the applicants are in compliance will all the
bylaws and conditions set forth. Bernie asked Eric what he meant in his
e-mail sent to the list serve as to “let’s show some resolve”. Bernie then
stated that Eric said the Select Board, at that time, did not do anything, no
enforcement in regards to junk cars. However, Bernie responded that the
Board did have Troy’s Garage comply with their requests and that a lot
has been done by the Board as well as the D’ Aniello’s. There has been a
lot accomplished over the past year. Bernie also stated that the previous
year, our Select Board reduced the number of cars from 95 to below 25,
in addition to major improvements on both sides of the street. Currently,
they are well within the conditions on their licenses.

Eric then stated he was going to recuse himself from the auto license
renewals. He will not sign any of them at this time and will not comment
any further.

Then there was a lengthy discussion by the audience mostly in support of
the D’ Aniello family and what they have done for the community.

Bernie then stated that he had spoken with Town Counsel during the day
and that they cautioned the Select Board in regards to not renewing Troy’s
Garage license unless there is a major reason that is not in compliance
because the Town could be sued. He stated that the D’ Aniello’s and the
Town are working together and things are getting accomplished and
moving in a positive direction. Since things are in compliance, Bernie
asked, then why are we going through all this? The Audience then had a
discussion about compliance and their concern about the e-mail that Eric
had sent out against renewing the licenses.

Alex Glover, Attorney for the D’ Aniello family stated that she has never
seen anything like the e-mail that Eric sent out. She handed a copy of the
e-mail to the Board to be put into the record. She asked if there were any
violations and no one the Board commented. Eric again said he reused
himself and that he only sent the e-mail to the community to have the
discussion on compliance. Again, Attorney Glover asked what was the
violation or compliance issue. Eric did not respond. Bernie then read the
conditions that were attached to the Troy’s Garage license as per Town
Counsel. Tim Walsh commented that he came to the meeting because of
his concern that the Board might not approve his Liquor License for the
Public Market. Doane then stated that the Board should approve all the
licenses and focus on the conditions and compliance.

The audience then had a discussion on compliance and Troy’s Garage.
Bernie then made a motion to approve all the licenses. There was no
second as Doane asked if everyone was in compliance. Dawn Korte

told the D’Aniello’s that if there is anything not in compliance to let the
community know and they will all help to get it fixed for them. Attorney
Glover stated she had a concern about the “conditions” attached to the
license since it is something that the D’ Aniello’s have never signed. She
said they are happy to come before the Board in the future to discuss any
issues or concerns that they have.

Bernie again made a motion to approve all the Auto Class II, Class II and
taxi Licenses for 2020. Doane seconded and two were in favor with Eric
abstaining.

Attorney Alex Glover asked for permission from the board to discuss this
issue with Town Council, all three Board members approved.

Eric then apologized about his poorly written e-mail. He stated that he
just wanted to have a turnout for the meeting for a voice of the community
on the renewal of the licenses. He said he wants to have town businesses
thrive but he wants compliance as well.

Mark Scoco — Request for Special Town Meeting for Silver Mine
Road to be Town Road-

Mark presented a diagram of the layout of Silver Mine Road to the Board.
He stated that he has created the road to all Town specs and wants to have
the road become a Town road. Bernie stated that this would be a positive
for the town and could possibly affect Chapter 90 money slightly with an
increase in funds for the Town. He said he would like to wait to present
this at the Annual Town Meeting not a Special Town Meeting. He said if
there becomes a need for a Special Town Meeting, they could put it on
the warrant but if not, they would like to do it at the Annual Meeting. The
Board thanked Mark.

Permission for Planning Board to work with Town Council on Cell
Tower Special Permit-

Planning Board Member Dana Bixby requested permission from the
Select Board to work with Town Council on a special permit for a cell
tower renewal. All the Board members approved.

Miscellaneous Items:
Doane suggested to the Board that possibly the applicants who received
their renewals could come in quarterly to update the Board.

Someone asked Bernie who is responsible for enforcement when there
are violations with these licenses. Bernie stated that the Board would deal
with the issues if people come to the Board with the information on a
violation.

Karden Rabin asked the Board if the conditions were signed for Troy’s
Garage. Bernie asked Marie to look into this.

Bernie then made a motion to adjourn, Doane Seconded, all in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Wanie Y. Ryan

Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator

...continued on page 7
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February Hietory Quiz Quection:

In the 19th century, West Stockbridge was built on three minerals: marble,
limestone, and iron. Of the three, marble was the most prominent to the outside
world in defining the town. Many of the town quarries were originally created to
extract marble. West Stockbridge marble was shipped all over including the Boston
State House, New York City Hall, and Girard College in Philadelphia. We became

known as the source for a hard, clear marble. But the marble industry was short Historical Society
lived, ending just after the Civil War. Vermont had better quality and easier to Incorporated in 1994

work product. The marble quarries became sources for lime. Although marble had
a better brand image, lime was more profitable, easier to ship, and was a major component in building materials.

Iron, the least glamorous of the three, had the most impact on the town and its future. When did iron mining
develop, where was it mined, and what was the impact of this industry on West Stockbridge?

(Find the answer somewhere in this issuel)

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge Historical
Society before they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. E-mail info@
weststockbridgehistory.org or call 232-4270.

The Grouse House

413-269- 4446
Eat In - Take Out

We welcome
Chef/Pitmaster Jim Hallock

of former Shaker Mill Tavern Family Smoke House
A mm—
House-Smoked to Perfection!

Wings, Pulled Pork, Chicken,
Ribs, Ribeye Steak & Salmon

= Mac&Cheese Fresh Salads Saturday
»x: Burgers Fish & Chips Special
Sandwiches Kids Menu Prime Rib $26

Located at the base of 3 Otis Ridge = Closed Monday & Tuesday
195 Monterey Rd. Otis, MA www.OtisRidge.com
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Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 5

Select Board Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting with Finance Committee
December 12, 2019

1:00 PM: Open Meeting
Quorum present: Select Board Members: Bernie Fallon, Chair;
Doane Perry, Eric Shimelonis and Town Administrator Marie
Ryan as well as the Finance Committee, Public Works Director
Curt Wilton and Jamie Boyer.

Marie asked the Board for a motion to support the formation of the
Berkshire Regional School Planning Board per the request of the 8 Town
School Consolidation Committee. Eric made the motion and Doane
seconded, all approved. Motion passed.

The Finance Committee went over the S-year capital plan with the Select
Board. There was a lengthy discussion in regards to the budget planning
for the DPW (roads) as well as the water and sewer.

Discussion included mention of the 40 year old boiler at the DPW/Fire
Department. Curt said it has a leak of steam and that the cost to fix it
would be almost the cost of a new boiler. Bo Salerno, Finance Committee
Chair asked Curt if going to propane may be better. Curt said he would get
an energy audit and look into it.

Eric mentioned that town needs to only complete one thing to be a green
community and that would be to adopt the Stretch Code for the Buildings
in town. Marie said she could include that as an article at the Annual Town
Meeting where it needs to be adopted.

There was discussion with Bernie about the Card Lake Inn parking lot.
For now, it will kept as a parking lot and possibly get spruced up. Bernie
asked Curt if the maintenance of this lot was making Curt’s budget go up
and Curt responded not really.

There was mention about other town owned properties and Bernie stated
that the Vision Committee and the Master Plan Committee are working on
some plans and ideas.

Doane then made a motion to adjourn, Eric Seconded, all in favor.
The Select Board adjourned at 2:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Wanie Y. Ryan

Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator

Select Board Meeting Minutes
December 18, 2019
6:00 PM: Open Meeting
Quorum present: Select Board Members: Bernie Fallon, Chair;
Doane Perry, Eric Shimelonis and Town Administrator Marie
Ryan.
Review and act on previous meeting minutes.
Sign State House Notes and related documents.
Review and sign warrants (payroll and vendor)

Agenda Items/Action/Discussion Items: Meeting Opened at 6:10PM
Bernie opened the meeting with a statement in regards to the Board
Members trusting each other. He stated that at the last meeting there were
no reasons found at that time to not renew all the licenses. He said that
if the Eric’s e-mail had not gone out, the Board would have been able to
get through the license renewals with out all the emotional outbursts and
drama that happened at the last meeting. The e-mail mad people scared
about not getting their license renewed so they showed up with support
from the community. Bernie also stated that the blanket statement that the
Board and the licensees have gotten nothing done is not accurate. Troy’s
garage for instance went from 93 cars down to 25 and cleaned up a lot of
the area.

Bernie also stated that he would like to have the Board discuss the issues
and then have a citizen speak time at the end of the meeting so the Board
can get their business completed. He feels this way the Board can move
forward.

Eric said that he was not singling out any particular business. He wanted
to have a fair discussion in regards to compliance. He respects the
process of the license renewals and wanted the Board to have a fair and
comprehensive process and is not anti-any specific person or business.

Auto Class II and Class III License to Rte. 41 LLC — Alan Becker
Bernie began by stating that this license was a new application by Alan
Becker and was submitted correctly but that after the meeting that
approved this license, the Board learned of an eviction notice for this
business was in process. Bernie also noted that this needs to be voted by
Doane and himself. Eric recused himself from the original vote so he does
not need to vote on this issue. He then read the following motion:

I make the motion to revoke the two 2020 licenses, on the grounds that

Mr. Becker does not a suitable place of business to exercise the licenses,
which is a mandatory condition to either license. Doane seconded.

..continued on page 9
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Fire Department Calls, December 2019
By Fire Chief Peter Skorput

Date Time Nature of Call
12/1 1:54 p.m. Medical
12/6 7:46 a.m. Furnace blowback

Fire Department Report |- p»oipm  Meced

By Peter Skorput, Fire Chief 12710 _|9:18am. Med%cal
12/12 | 8:43 p.m. Medical

DECEMBER 2019 12/12 [ 9:45 p.m. Auto alarm
12/14  |[1:28 a.m. Medical
12/14  [7:51 am. Medical

? 12/17  [2:32 p.m. Motor vehicle accident
False Alarms 2 12/20 [1:14pm. |Medical

1

1

Calls:
Medical

Motor Vehicle Accident 12/22 1:31 p.m. Medical
12/28 1:45 a.m. Medical

Trailer Truck Accident

Training:

1212 Pump practice/ Hydrant testing

12/9 Tanker Training with Richmond

12/16 Station Maintenance/Went over Medical
Equipment

Equipment:
Rack for the self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA)

Membership:

One member quit because of personal obligations. We gained a new member bringing
us back up to 18

Winter Parking Ban

The winter parking ban is in effect from November 15, 2019, to April 30, 2020, between 10 p.m. and
7 a.m. for all streets in West Stockbridge. Violations of this ban may result in a $25 fine for parking in
prohibited areas or a $50 fine for impeding snow removal. In addition, if the vehicle is impeding snow
removal, it may be towed at the owner’s expense.

The municipal parking lot across from the Public Market and the parking area on Moscow Road near
the public bathrooms may be used for overnight off-street parking. However, vehicles in those lots must
be moved by 8 a.m. to allow the Department of Public Works to manage snow and ice removal. For any
concerns about off-street parking or the winter off-street parking ban, contact Chief of Police Marc Portieri
at 232-8500.

WEST STOCKBRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT e 21 State Line Road, West Stockbridge, MA 01266 ¢ (413) 232-8500
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Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 7

Mr. Becker stated that currently he is not over the car limit and welcomed
the Board to go to the site and see for themselves. Bernie then asked if
all the cars were in the rented area and Mr. Becker said yes. Ricky Klein,
property owner, spoke and gave evidence (pictures and court documents)
that show all the cars and that they are not on the area rented to Mr.
Becker. A discussion ensued by Mr. Becker and Mr. Klein. Bernie then
interrupted them and read the motion again. He then told Mr. Becker that
if the eviction is reversed, he could apply again for the license. Doane
agreed and the vote was unanimous to revoke the license for 2020.

Ricky Klein asked the Board to require Mr. Becker to remove the vehicles
that are blocking the tenant’s area to park. Mr. Becker stated that he can
move some but it will be hard to move others. Bernie asked Mr. Becker to
try to get this completed.

Council on Aging Agreement with Richmond

John Zick, Council on Aging Chair presented to the Board and stated that
the COA in West Stockbridge is combining with the COA in Richmond.
They have a Memorandum of Understanding for the Board to sign that
would combine the two COAs. He stated that they financial accounts would
remain separate which will help with grants. He stated that Phyllis LeBeau
from Richmond would be the Director and West Stockbridge would pay
her for approximately 1-2 hours per week. He said that al parties and trips
would be paid for by splitting the costs and would encourage more seniors
to participate. The Board all agreed this was a good idea and Marie had
them sign the Memoradum of Understanding (MOU).

Fire Department update — Fire Chief Peter Skorput

Fire Chief presented an update to the Select Board of the Fire Department.
(see attached) He discussed events and training updates as well as
membership status.

Bernie asked Peter what the status of EMTs was. Peter stated that there is
an upcoming training and the 4 people plan on attending.

Eric asked Peter what the status was for the I Am Responding software.
Peter stated that his lieutenant was getting this up and running hopefully
by end of the week. Eric also asked about the large screen for the Fire
House. Peter said that they are working with the company to get that as
well. Marie said that she could assist if the cost is high from the company.
The Board thanked Peter for his report.

Police Department update — Chief Marc Portieri
Junk Cars — Chief Portieri reported the courts are still dealing with only
4 people on the junk car issue in town. The location of the cars is on State
Line Rd., Cobb Rd. and two at Great Barrington Rd.

Christmas Gifts — Marc stated that the donations and gifts that the
Department have are all ready for delivery to the seven families which
they are supporting this year. The Department and Fire Chief Peter
Skorput (Santa) will be delivering the gifts and the meals to these families
on Friday.

Training — The Chief and Sergeant Messina have recently completed a
4-day training on handling evidence. He stated that this training is going
to be mandatory in the future. This training helps them to secure evidence.

Calls — Marc reported that the Department has had 3 domestic calls in
November all for the same people.

Chief Portieri also stated that the Department has had a total of 4 overdose
deaths in the past several years He said that in two of the four they were
able to identify the dealer who has been arrested and is currently going to
be charged with two of the deaths of West Stockbridge residents.

The Chief also reported that at the Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club there
has been issues of trespassing on to the property near the shooting range
which is very dangerous. The Department is going to assist them with
more signs.

Doane asked the Chief if he would be willing to help the Board and give
an update of the compliance of the Auto Licensees properties prior to the
renewal process. Marc agreed that he could do that. Doane also then told
the Board he would like them to agree with him for a possible quarterly
or every 6 months to review of the License holders. He thought possibly
asking them to come in and have a continued discussion on the how things
are going would help in the long run when it is time to renew.

Bernie said he has also been asking around other towns to see how they
handle renewals. Eric said that when renewals come up that the Board
has to have some weight to the conditions that they give each license.
He wants to have a fair procedure to keep them all in compliance. The
Chief agreed that it would help with communication and bonding with
the community. He thought this may help with getting things worked out
prior to any issues coming up as opposed to only meeting once a year at
renewal time. Marie agreed to put on future agendas a periodic review of
the licenses.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Liz DiGrigoli asked the Board if they know why there is a large pile of
snow near the cars parked at Troy’s near the water instead of being brough
to the area near the cemetery where the rest of the snow gets put. Curt
Wilton, Public Works Director was not in attendance so Marie will contact
and ask about that.

Peter Skorput asked the Board if Curt can please plow the Card Pond
parking lot. Marie will ask Curt to do this for the Fire Department.

Joe Roy asked if the Board could approve finding some monies for
advertising the Art Show, they plan on having in the spring. They are
trying to promote West Stockbridge and they need to advertise for this
event as well as advertise for people to come audition for the event after
the holidays. Marie will talk with Elaine Markham, Town Accountant,
about possibly where some money could come from. Also, Karen
Carmean asked what would happen to any possibly monies they may get
donated and what fund that could go into. Marie will also talk to Elaine
about that as well.

Bernie then made a motion to adjourn, Doane Seconded, all in favor.
The Select Board adjourned at 7:30PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Wanie Y. Ryan

Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator
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Collector’s Note

Electronic Billing:

Sign Up for Paperless Billing and Online Payment
of Real Estate or Personal Property Tax

How to Sign Up

1. Go to https://www.weststockbridge-ma.gov.

2. Click on Online Payment Center.

3. Select the type of bill you would like to enroll for (real estate or personal property).

4. Complete each screen to process your payment (you may enter a $1 payment at this point and just not complete the
“payment” portion after registering).

5.

Once the bill is added to the cart, click on the icon to the left that says Electronic Billing Available to begin the enrollment.
6. You will be prompted to either log in to your existing Unipay account or to create a new Unipay account.

7. Next, the E-bill wizard will ask you to choose whether to enroll in a system that allows you to receive both paperless and
the paper bill or paperless billing. (Through 2020 I will continue to send both to everyone; after that you will receive only
the e-bill if that is what you opted for.) Then, click Next.

8. You will be asked to review and accept terms and conditions. You must check the acceptance box (below the Terms... info)
and then click Next.

9.  Your account info will then be populated, so your bill can be identified. If it’s correct, click Next.
10. You will be asked to verify that the information displayed is correct. If it is, click Next.
11. After you click Finished, you will receive an e-mail from Unibank with a link you must click to complete the enrollment.

12. Your registration is now complete. At the next billing cycle (end of March 2020), you will receive an e-mail telling you
your bill is available. That e-mail will contain a replica of your paper bill. Save it for your records, print, and submit the top
portion with payment, or use the online payment portal to pay your bill with a debit from your checking account (the bank
charges $0.25 per transaction) or with a credit/debit card (other fees apply, but you will be notified what those are before
completing payment).

13. Please note: If you normally receive more than one bill, you must complete this process for each bill.

June Biggs, Collector

Tel.: 232-0300, ext. 302

E-mail: collector@weststockbridge-ma.gov

Office hours: Wednesday: 3—6 p.m.; Thursday and Friday: 10 a.m.—2 p.m.; Saturday: 10 a.m.—1 p.m.

Girdler Electric
MA Master License 16255

Barry Girdler

owner

P. O Box 20
West Stockbridge MA 01266

413-237-5957

barry@girdlerelectric.com
girdlerelectric.com
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E 2 WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
En 21 State Line Rd West Stockbridge, MA 01266 In the Town Offices

= weststockbridgelibrary.org | 413-232-0300 ext. 308

(o]

epn TUESDAY 10am-5pm WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 2-6pm  SATURDAY 10am-2pm
=

=

[«

Happy February from all of us at
your neighborhood library. We look
forward to helping you find all kinds of
information, whether it’s online or in print.
To celebrate Black History Month and
Valentine’s Day, we invite you to stop in
and pick an African American history
and/or a picture book to read to your
favorite little one to celebrate love!

There are still openings for our Microsoft classes!

Microsoft Excel: The dates are set for classes on February 6, 13, 20, and 27, beginning at 1 p.m.,
with our expert volunteer teacher, Bill Biggs.

Microsoft Word: The library is very fortunate to have Bill Barth offering classes to help you improve
your skills in Microsoft Word. The dates will be determined between you and Bill once you sign up!

NEW DVDs NEW ADULT NONFICTION

Big Little Lies, season 2; Joker; Judy Bryson, Body: A Guide for Occupants
NEW ADULT EICTION Schweizer, Secret Empires

King, Institute
Patterson, Criss Cross

Shafak, 10 Minutes 38 Seconds
in This Strange World

khkkkkkkhkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhkhhhkhkhkhhhkhhhhhhhkkhhhkhhhkhhhkhkhkhhhkhkhkkhhhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkhkkkhkhkkkkhkkkkk

Rachel Alter, Vicky Cooper, and Brad Hauvill

KO w“ts

Scrapbook February 2020:
TEST YOUR TRIVIA KNOWLEDGE!

1. Amy Springstube went to Western New England College in 2010. What was she inducted into?
2. Which West Stockbridge resident was part of the core of the Berkshire Dance Collective in 20117?
3. John Whalen made what changes after the dramatic rise in the cost of gas in March 20117

“9[OIYAA JUDIOYJI-[oN) AIOW PUE JI[[BWS B [IM UOTeM UONRIS OAJOA
PIO sIy pade[dar pue sniid B YIIm SSI] PUnoJe dAOIp 9 "¢ "Sul[[g AIPPeIN "¢  "AI9100S JOUOY] JIWAPEI. [euoneu BI[d( epque] eyd[y U, ' :SIomsuy

livbrarvy \li-brer-€\ n 1. A forum for new ideas. 2. An escape to other worlds 3. A connection to different people 4. A place of |
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Free Playgroup Offered Mondays

at the Town Offices Gymnasium
By John Parker

Is cabin fever setting in for you and your child under age 5? Are you looking for something fun and
active? Community Health Program (CHP) is offering “WS Gym Fun,” a free weekly playgroup at the
Town Offices Gymnasium on Mondays from 10 a.m. to noon.

According to CHP, playgroups are beneficial for both children and parents. As children play and interact
with other children, they learn language, empathy, creativity, and physical coordination. Parents can
informally socialize, share the experiences of being a
parent, and learn ways to help their children build the
skills they will need to grow and succeed. \

WS Gym Fun is scheduled to run weekly on
Mondays through May. For more information,
visit the CHP website, https://www.chpberkshires.org/
family/playgroups/, or call playgroup coordinator
Kim Waterman Spitzer at (413) 528-0457.

% e
TAP
HOUS

AT SHAKER MILL

LOCAL EATS - DRINKS - MUSIC

CLOSED TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY - 413.232.8565
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“We Remember When ...”

Growing Up in West Stockbridge in the 1950s

A Series of Recollections by John Bormolini and Friends

More Town Social Clubs:
Card Lake Hotel, Square Rigger, and
Stateline Bar and Restaurant

By Louise Faggioni and John Bormolini

In this issue, we continue last month’s article about how the desire to socialize was exemplified in West Stockbridge by the Social Club
and the Hide-a-Way. This month, the Square Rigger, Card Lake Hotel, and the Stateline Bar and Restaurant are featured. These were the
“Big Five” socializing establishments in West Stockbridge in the 1950s.

Card Lake Hotel and Restaurant

Card Lake was owned from the late 1930s into the early 1970s by Tarcisio and
Diletta Marzotto, known as Cisio and Tedla to all. They were highly regarded by
everyone in town, often lending a hand when the need arose.

The hotel had about 15 rooms that were rented long and short term; breakfast,
lunch, and dinner could be included. When the Mass Pike was being built, many
workers lived there, and Tedla would make them lunches. Other people lived
at the hotel when they couldn’t manage their homes any longer or didn’t own
one. Some lived there for many years. Meals were plentiful and tasty.

In the summer, many employees of the Hancock race track stayed at the hotel
for the duration of the races, a popular event in the Berkshires. Weekends were ]
peak social times. People loved to catch up on the week’s news. The bar was a Card Lake Hotel (From West Stockbridge,

- . . . p p Massachusetts 1774-1974 by Edna Garnett)
gathering place and did a good business, staying open daily until 1 a.m., when

Cisio would drive a patron home if needed.

Dinners were served in a large dining room plus an overflow room. With a seating capacity of 100, many weddings, anniversaries, and
baby showers were held there. Nearly everyone in town wanted to attend these events. Of course, a live band and dancing were always
a big hit, and what fun it was! Stag parties for grooms were held, with folks coming from as far away as Lee. Card games were played
for substantial amounts of money with the groom receiving a percentage of the taking. It made for a wonderful start for the new couple.

The hotel owned the first television in the area, and people would come from miles around to watch. Friday nights were most popular
with the Friday Night Fights emceed by Howard Cosell. Every chair was taken; people even sat on the floor to watch. The first pizzas,
new to the area, were made and served at these games. It was a great place and brought much enjoyment to the patrons.

The Square Rigger

The Square Rigger was more of an after-work venue. I recall that it was very compact. As you walked in through the front door, there
was a jukebox. In about 10 short steps, the bar was on the left. On the way to the bar were booths that seated four people somewhat
comfortably. In each booth was a Wurlitzer wall box. I think you could get five plays for a quarter.

At some point in the 1950s, a spacious room was added that increased the seating capacity, and a pinball machine and pool table were
installed. The only cooking apparatus was a flat grill behind the bar. Lena Frana, the mother of one of our classmates, bartended there.
Nobody messed with her!

After I started high school in 1956, the Square Rigger played a part in my life. Unlike today, where most high school students are
driven to school and sporting events, we took the bus to and from school in Stockbridge. The bus stopped in the middle of town and at
the Square Rigger. Most of us got off at the Square Rigger where we went in to eat possibly the best grilled burger I’ve ever had, with

...continued on page 15
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Stockbridge

Farmers Market

Many thanks

for the generous donations to -
a ~ R .
Santa’s Wish List RSN

& to the Local Yokel for all

that they do for our community February Donor Roll Call

Peter M. Angelini
See you on The Green on Richard Brophy

May 28, 2020 for Opening Day David & Maria Carls
Susan Fisher & Gary Schieneman

Robert & Irma Gal

Bill & Janet Gorth

Zina Greene
Walter & Nancy Howell

QueenSboro Stan & Sandy Kleiner

Steven Knott

Wine & Spirits llana Krishnamurti

Lorrin & Andrew Krouss

26 Main Street ~ West StocKbridge ~ 413-232-8522 Lear & Raquel Levin
Mary Ellen Levin

Madeline & Martin Lizt

250 Carefully Curated Wines Thomas & Cecelia Meade
C . Kate & Kris Meyer
180 Varieties of Beer Judith Nevins

Jaylyn Olivo & Dale Flecker
Sharon & Irving Picard

Locally sourced and from around the world Bob Salerno & Margie Skaggs
Gordon Soule
15% discount on case wine mix and match Wllllam & leannie ZOX

Anonymous: 5
Monday to Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Sunday Noon - 6:00 p.m. Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY.
We couldn’t do it without your support!

. ey Keep the Local Yokel coming. Please send your gift today!
queensborowineandspirits.com (See response form on page 21.)
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“We Remember When . . .” ...continued from page 13

just the right amount of grease and topped with a slice of onion. Add a Nehi
orange soda: the best! Total cost about 50 cents. With the leftover money from
the dollar my mother gave me, I had 50 cents left to play the 5-cent pinball
machine. It couldn’t get any better than that!

Stateline Bar and Restaurant

State Line was a hamlet along Route 102 bordering Canaan, New York. West
Stockbridgians fondly remember the State Line Café and bar, whose bar ac-
tually spanned the border of Massachusetts and New York. Louie Costi and
Eddie Tognini owned the State Line from the 1940s to the late 1950s. The
original State Line was an old Victorian mansion. It burned down in 1956, and
a new one-story cinderblock building was built the same year.

One of the reasons that the Stateline Bar and Restaurant (“The Line”) was
very popular among the under-21 crowd is that it was the closest bar to West
Stockbridge and just over the line in New York State where the legal drinking
age was 18. That did not change until 1982.

%

The Square Rigger (From West Stockbridge,
Massachusetts 1774-1974 by Edna Garnett)

Many festive events like weddings, anniversaries, or birthdays were held there. Louie’s wife was noted for her delicious cooking, and
Eddie was a good chef who served large portions. It was a hangout for meeting people, with bands and dancing on weekends. One story
goes that if you were younger than 21 and in the bar, you had to make certain you were in the right state.

Remembrance from Bruce M.: “One thing I can remember about ‘The Line,” there was a lot of ‘to go’ beer, of course, bought by
someone of legal age. I had to lay low because I was 17, and my father owned the business. I waited in the car for the guys to come out,

kind of funny when you think about it.”

I hope our readers have enjoyed reading about the Big Five venues for socializing in the 1950s. Stay tuned for our March article, a work

in progress.

Experience the power
of acupuncture

Low-cost Group Acupuncture
most Mondays 3-5:30pm with Kelly Clady

De-stress, relieve pain and feel better

A Little About Us: Established in 1976, we have been
in the art and science of tree care for over 40 years.
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety

Kevin Holden Inc.

Tree Trimming & Removal

# Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
www.khtree.com

with seated acupuncture in comfortable zero-gravity chairs.

Cost: $50 - pre-registration required at
413-822-7394 or info@Bound-less.com

P '

,;» Boundless, 5 Albany Rd, West Stockbridge
g (on 2nd fl of the Shaker Mill Tavern bldg)

Mondays never felt so good!

for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

B Tree Removal

M Tree Pruning

M Tree & Shrub Fertilization
B Storm Damage Clean-up

B Stump Removal

B Land Clearing

B Cabling & Bracing
B Crane Rental

All Types of Tree Work Insured

MEMBER CERTIFIED

ARBORIST

Member International Society
(New England Chapter)

ISA Certified Arborist
NE 6430A
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Community Newe & Evente

Community Health Association

Blood pressure clinics are held Mondays and Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m., at the CHA office at the
West Stockbridge Town Offices. For more information about additional free skilled nursing ser-
vices, such as home visits for residents, contact Emilie Jarrett, RN, at 232-0122, or visit our website,
www.rwstcomhealth.com.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner

On Sunday, February 9, the Stockbridge Grange will serve a stuffed breast of chicken dinner in the
Grange Hall at 51 Church Street, Stockbridge, from 1 to 2 p.m. Cost: $12 adults, $6 under 12, and
under 5 free. Takeouts are available. If inclement weather, call 298-3185 ahead to see if dinner is post-
poned one week.

Council on Aging

The next Council on Aging potluck luncheon will take place in the Community Room on Tuesday,
February 11, at noon. We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our friend Craig from the
Pleasant & Main Café for the excellent meal he provided for our holiday party with Richmond. It was
outstanding, and we wish him well in the New Year. That’s it for now, so please plan on attending our
next get-together.

Send your notices for Community News & Events to The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266,
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit thelocalyokel.org.

3 Center Street ’ .
West Stockbridge, MA ’
01266 Ny’

29”‘82 | e Do you enjoy writing

e missracor or photography?

The Local Yokel needs regular and

West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Henry Baldwin (418) 2827757 I K L

occasional contributors.

__:, - Please call John Parker at (413) 394-4368,
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit

BALDWIN HARDWARE www.thelocalyokel.org for more information.

Dep()t Stl'e-et GeSY STOCKER,,

tocaL vorer
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"On the Home Front

By Thom Lipiczky

February means Groundhog Day! February means Groundhog Day! February means Groundhog Day! February means Groundhog Day!
All right, all right. You get the reference.

The real meaning of the day, February 2, is that it is a celestial cross-quarter day. It falls midway between the winter solstice and the
vernal equinox, so it means we’re halfway to the beginning of spring! But of course all of us who live in New England know the vernal
equinox usually just means that we’re a few weeks from mud season. And as T.S. Eliot said, “April is the cruelest month.”

Also it’s in February that we usually notice the days are actually getting longer. “When the days begin to lengthen, the cold begins to
strengthen,” a friend fond of Farmers’Almanac wisdom used to remind me.

So what does all this rambling have to do with the care and feeding of your house (the purported reason I bother you with this column
each month)? One thing that comes to mind is that the seasonal changes—hot, muggy Augusts to dry, frigid Februarys—take a toll on
our buildings, especially buildings made of wood.

Dave Barry says, “Wood has been the preferred building material for thousands of years because it is one of the few materials that will
rot as well as burn.” Wood also moves! Ask any furniture maker (several excellent ones live right here in town). The relative humidity
in the air causes a solid wood tabletop or a wood floorboard to expand and contract sometimes '4” per linear foot. That means a 48”
tabletop jointed up in August could shrink by as much as '%” across the grain in February. And your beautiful wide-board oak floor laid
and finished in September will show lots of spaces between boards in the middle of the heating season.

Different species absorb and expel moisture at different rates, though. And where the board comes from the log also affects its movement.
The most dimensionally stable woods are quarter sawn, with their grain running perpendicular to the face of the board. And the way
the board was dried after cutting or milling also affects its movement. Kiln-dried lumber for cabinetwork is usually gently heated in an
enclosed space over time so its moisture content is about 8%.

Framing lumber (two-by material like 2 x 6 for studs, etc.) is usually cut from hemlock or fir, and when it comes from the mill to the
lumberyard, it may have a moisture content of 18%. That’s why in new houses after the first heating season, there’s often cracks and nail
pops in the sheetrock, due to the shrinkage of the framing lumber the sheetrock is screwed to.

Plywood, especially cabinet grade with more than seven plies, is much more dimensionally stable
than individual boards of the same width. And engineered lumber, used in prefinished flooring
or in structural members like LVLs (laminated veneer lumber) don’t move much at all.

So the coming of spring for a piece of wood means a time of equalization. For others it means
the beginning of baseball season. Baseball bats, by the way, are traditionally made from
ash, a tree species now threatened by the emerald ash borer.

Before I become another kind of borer, I’ll stop my rambling and invite you to
send questions, comments, complaints, and recipes to info@localyokel.org.

Berkshire Bank

— 2
(=) Pick up Charles H. Baldwin & Sons  Oryou can choose
— a copy Flourish Market to have the
& FREE Library Local Yokel
AS ALWAYS public Market et
— : minimum annua
Se 1 at these locations Queensboro Wine & Spirits  contribution of $25.

¢> around town:

Town Offices

Outdoor distribution boxes: Baldwin Hardware, The Floor Store, & the Transfer Station
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The Local Yokel meets
the 21st Century!

Visit our website for past issues, plus
information about how to support your
West Stockbridge community newsletter,
submit material for publication, advertise,
contact us, and more!

thelocalyokel.org

BERKSHIRE
PROPERTY
AGENTS

413 528 6800

MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE,
COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES

TIM LOVETT JEN HARVEY

SUSAN LAIDLAW CLAUDIA CRANE

CHRISTIAN DECKERT ROBIN BAN TOM LYNCH
BARBARA SCHULMAN FIN HANLEY RUSS STEIN
JACKSON LISCOMBE JANE LARKWORTHY
DEBORAH LEVINSON JONATHAN HANKIN

GARY LAZARUS MONTE LEVIN

12 RAILROAD ST GREAT BARRINGTON MA

SMART SERVICE
AND TARGETED
MARKETING MAKE
US A TOP-SELLING
REAL ESTATE
AGENCY
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Est. 1888

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

Manufacturers of

Baldwin’s Pure Vanilla Extract
Flavoring Extracts, Spices, Baking Supplies,
Maple Table Syrup, Serious, Mushy & Hilarious
Greeting Cards, Retro Toys, Candy
& So Much More!

Rocee 4 re reg,
UIOI‘EB‘Q are bfue

I need come
vanilfa,
b0 bake
90meﬁmng
1 Center Street for yoyur
West Stockbridge

Massachusetts

Not just a store. . .
It’s an experience!

MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-5

413-232-7785

www.baldwinextracts.com

Concerned about your
Infant or Toddler’s
development?

Deve%pment {

enter

PDC
SOUTH

924 S. MAIN ST.

Give us a call and we can set up an appointment to
talk with you about any concerns you may have.

Trained Therapists offer evaluation &
home visits to eligible children.

Dept. of Public Health Certified Early Intervention Program.

924 Main Street
Great Barrington
413-717-4083
www.pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

WEST STOCKBRIDGE VISION COMMITTEE
PRESENTS

Celebrate ARTS!

Perform, demonstrate, or talk about YOUR art.

Sunday May 3, 2020
2:00-5:00 PM

Performances in music, drama, poetry, visual arts,
dance and literature are encouraged!

Auditions to be held in December,

January and February. All ages welcome!

Perform! Volunteer!
Free and open to the public.

Participating performance venues:
Six Depot, The Foundry, TurnPark,
The Tap House at Shaker Mill, Shaker Mill Books,
and Old Town Hall
in West Stockbridge, Massachusetts

For more information and to sign up:
www.VisitWestStockbridge.com under Events

To Audition: http:/ /bit.ly/CelebrateARTSaudition
To Volunteer: http://bit.ly/CelebrateARTSvolunteer
Questions?: WSWalk012egmail.com

Dana Bixby m Arch1tecture
www.danabixby.com 413-232-7834

Arthur Dellea
Sole Proprietor
arthur@dellea.biz

=l

Simple online
scheduling at
i .dellea.bi
Dellea.biz Computer www.dellea.biz
Services

FEBRUARY 2020




Hietory Quiz Ancwer:

Leete Iron Mine. Photo courtesy of Bob Salerno

Iron was the first mineral discovered in West Stockbridge. In the early 1800s, surface iron ore and soil heavy in
iron oxide were found in the farm field on Maple Hill. In that era, finding iron on your property was a big deal. Iron
was important, necessary to build farming tools and other implements in the early industrial age. It was easy to
smelt your own ore into simple pig iron and make some basic farm tools. A local source was twice as important,
given the difficulty of transportation at the time.

The first quarry was developed in 1826, north of Route 102 near Baker Street on the property of Nathaniel Leete.
Owned by the Stockbridge Iron Company, it became the largest open mine in the area, producing 40 tons of iron
ore per day. The pit was 200 feet deep with tunnels branching off. Filled with water now, you can see the scope
of the pit in the accompanying photo. A second major pit is hidden in the woods on the south side of Route 102.
Known as the Hudson Ore Bed, it was also a major open pit, now filled with water. There was also an open pit
mine just over the border in Richmond on Cone Hill.

West Stockbridge was a perfect spot for the iron industry. We had the iron ore, wood in the hills to make charcoal,
and lime to use in the smelting process. Those three ingredients were necessary to smelt iron ore into usable
cast iron. Early on, three blast furnaces operated in the town center, but Richmond had a larger one. It was fed
by West Stockbridge iron ore, lime from the old marble quarries, and charcoal from all the trees on our hills. The
Richmond furnace closed in 1923.

Iron had a major impact on the town’s population. Iron mining and making lime for iron required labor. During
the heyday, Irish and Italian immigration fed the quarries’ need for workers. Baker Street was lined with worker
housing, primarily Irish immigrants in the mid-1800s. Italian immigrants supplied much of the workers for the
Cone Ore Bed and the Richmond furnace. Iron and quarry work was the reason they came to settle here.

West Stockbridge’s big claim to fame is having the first railroad in western Massachusetts. According to legend,
the railroad was built to carry marble to the Hudson for export. That might be partially true, but the first line went
from Hudson and stopped at the Leete Ore Bed. A branch line to the open pit mine was built before the line was
extended into town and the marble quarries. The first cargo was iron, not marble.

The iron industry closed down by the early 1900s. Charcoal, made from denuding the hills of trees, had played out.
Now charcoal had to be shipped in to support the furnace, raising the cost. Pittsburgh was closer to the industrial
needs out west, and the city had coal for fuel and a better smelting process. Italian immigrants continued to
work in the lime quarries. The open pits became popular (but dangerous) swimming holes. West Stockbridge and
Richmond were no longer iron centers, but the impact of iron quarrying on the town remains.
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Every issue costs us about $1,300 to print and distribute!
Pleace help ue keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news,
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue to you
(unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations as long as
possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please check with your
employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.

r Check any that apply:
M Yee! | want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of $
made payable to WSLY.

[_] I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

[_] Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to
me. Save the postage; I'll pick it up myself.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments) [ Yes, please do send me CKD

a YKL Bumper Sticker for
my donation of $35 or more.

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent)
Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
City State Zip P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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9 IP (% B ‘l‘lf'lﬂ.l'l ml?fj
YllJlJl!:l.-l SPEAKING ]hw::
'INTELLECTUAL JEWS
SEARCHING JEWS
OB JANT JEWS
NON-HEBREW-READING JEWS
PASSIONATE JEWS
HIGH-HOLY-DAY JEWS
ARTISTIC JEWS
AGNOSTIC JEWS
HAVEH’I‘—BEEH -IN-SHUL-SINCE-
MY-BAR-MITZVAH-IEWS

Sound like you? We invite you to call our Rabbi,
Barbara Cohen, at 413-528-4197. Or visit us to learn more.

AECONSTRU ILTIGNIET
SHO

Bark Muich
Topsoil
Compost

413-243-4111

Meadow Farm LLC
PO Box 393
1125 Meadow Street
South Lee, Ma 01260
Compost Facility Accepting Yard & Wood Waste
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SECOND NATURE CARDENS
DESIGN/INSTALL/SUSTAIN

¥4 K.G.COOPER ELECTRICAL

Karl G. Cooper Jr.

ADAM WEINBERG
MASS CERT HORTICULTURIST

New Construction - Renovations -
Service Upgrades - Generators

STONEWALLS, PATIOS, PATHS
FRUITREE PRUNING, VEGGIE GARDENS

RICHMOND, MA
413-441-7836

\

'.‘ |

SECONDNATUREGARDENS.ORG

_ |
ADAM@SECONDNATUHEG#QDEN*QRG’{ \ Wy

P.O. Box 138
West Stockbridge, Ma. 01266
kgcooperelectric@yahoo.com

413-232-0244 Ma. Master 12365A

Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Offices Main Number 413-232-0300 « Fax 232-7195

Animal Control Brian Hoskeer 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed
Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1-5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.—1 p.m.
Board of Health Earl Moffatt 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.—4 p.m., or by appt.
Select Board Bernie Fallon, Doane
Perry, Eric Shimelonis
Town Administrator Marie Ryan 232-0300 ext. 319 Mon.-Thurs. 7 a.m.—3 p.m.
Fri. 7a.m.-11 a.m.
Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Leave Message for Inquiries
Conservation Commission | Jennifer Kujawski, 232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries
Lori Rose
Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries
Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department

Peter Skorput

911 or 232-4200
(non-emergency)

Mon. 6:30-9 p.m.

Highway Department

Curt G. Wilton

232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library

Rachel Alter

232-0300 ext. 308 Tues. 10 a.m.—5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs,,
and Fri. 2-6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;

closed Sun. & Mon.

Police Department

Marc Portieri

911 or 232-8500
(non-emergency)

24 hours, 7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.-7 p.m.; 7 days/week;

Window: Mon.—Fri. 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.-12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission | Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30-4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3-6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.—
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Transfer Station Wayne Cooper 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. and
Sat. 8 a.m.—6 p.m.

Tree Warden Andrew Fudge 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov * Community and Business Website: visitweststockbridge.com
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February Art Calendar

Guild of Berkshire Artists | BerkshireArtists.org | gobasocial@gmail.com

Feb 2, First Sunday Free at the Clark. Sun. Feb. 2.
10am-5pm. The first Sundays of the month are
free Oct. to May. Connect with other members to
carpool.

Feb 7, Collage Group. Friday Feb. 7, 12-30-3pm
Richmond. For info and availability inquire at:
berkshireartists@gmail.com

Feb 7, First Fridays Artswalk. Fri. Feb. 7, 5-8pm
Pittsfield, North and South Streets.
www.firstfridaysartwalk.com.

Feb 9, Members’ Potluck. Sun. Feb. 9. 5-8pm
Richmond. Bring main dish, hors d’oeuvres or
dessert for ten and what YOU want to drink.
Partners welcome. For location,

RSVP: ftsegal@nycap.rr.com

Feb 15, Encaustic Mini Workshop Sat. Feb 15,
Members interested in attending an encaustics
workshop at R&F are encouraged to sign up on
www.rfpaints.com. Space is limited. Cost is $65.
Arrange to carpool w/other members by
connecting in the Guild’s Facebook Member
group or email berkshireartists@gmail.com.

Feb 21, Photo Explorers: Main Street Cafe. 40
Main Street, Stockbridge. Join Carole Quinn on
Fri. Feb. 21, 8:30am for coffee/breakfast. Explore
the area.

Feb 23, Berkshire Photo Gathering. Sun. Feb. 23,
2-4 pm $5. Berkshire South Regional Comm.
Center, 15 Crissey Road, Great Barrington, MA
01230 Put photos on website to share.

Feb 28, Art Book Gathering Friday, Feb. 28, 2-4
pm. Share a favorite book: artist, process. Shaker
Mill Books, West Stockbridge.

2020

| Feb 5, Monthly art seminar and Guild business

meeting (first Wed of month). Wed. Feb. 5, 4-6pm.
Community Room Town Hall, 21 Stateline Road
(Route 102) West Stockbridge.

4-5pm “Art Valentine”.
Share your favorite artwork, artist,
art book, tool, color, or favorite
brand or variety of art supply!

5-6pm Business Meeting. Calendar review. Plan
upcoming shows and activities.

MONDAYS, Classic Drawing, Still life, and
Watercolor. Bring paper, pencil, charcoal,
watercolor. Still Life set up. Free and open to the
public. RSVP required via
berkshireartists@gmail.com. West Stockbridge
Community Room, 21 Stateline Road, Rt. 102.
Mondays 12:30-3:30pm.

TUESDAYS, Figure Painting, Open Studio Tuesdays
1-4pm. IS 183, Stockbridge. $30 Drop in. Bring your
supplies. RSVP 413-298-5252x100.

Creating Art Outdoors. If the weather is lovely, post
time and place you want to meet others on Facebook
Berkshire Plein Air.

April 1, CALL FOR ART: Berkshire Humane Society.
Wed. April 1, will be the drop off date for work
submitting to the Spring show at Berkshire Humane

Society. Visit www.berkshireartists.org/show-forms
for details once available.

Stay up to date on any calendar updates via our

homepage at www.berkshereartists.org!

FEBRUARY 2020
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West Stockbridge

Local Yokel

P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA
01266

thelocalyokel.org

February 2020

Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu Fri Sat

3 4 5 6 7 8
10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15
16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22
23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29

Happy Valentine's Day

Ta:

2/2 | Groundhog Day

2/26 | Ash Wednesday

.,‘.2 2/5 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. |Town Offices Community Room
g 2/5 | Select Board meeting 6 p.m. Town Offices

5 2/6 | Board of Health meeting 6:30 p.m. | Town Offices

=°|-, 2/7 | Select Board joint meeting with 1 p.m. Town Offices

. Finance Committee

_g 2/9 | Grange Dinner 1-2 pm. |Grange Hall, 51 Church St., Stockbridge
g 2/11 | Council on Aging Potluck Luncheon |12noon |Town Offices Community Room
=3 |2/11 | American Legion meeting 7p.m. Town Offices

= 2/12 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. |Town Offices Community Room
ccﬂ 2/14 | Valentine’s Day

ccﬂ 2/15 | *** Deadline for the next Local Yokel *** Send to info@thelocalyokel.org
2‘ 2/17 | Presidents’ Day

g 2/19 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. |Town Offices Community Room
é 2/19 | Select Board meeting 6 p.m. Town Offices

)

o

2/26 | Knitters & More 2-4p.m. |[Town Offices Community Room






