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Inbroducing...

Rachel Alter. Photo by John Parker

Rachel Alter, New Library Director
By John Parker, Managing Editor, The Local Yokel

We are pleased to join retiring Director Lee Appelbaum and the library board of trustees in wel-
coming Rachel Alter, appointed the new library director effective January 2. As board chair M.C.
Nihart noted in her announcement, the town is fortunate to have yet “another lovely and over-
qualified librarian” serving in this important capacity.

We recently engaged in a short Q&A with Rachel, to introduce her to our readers who may not
have met her. Here’s what we learned.

LY: Would you tell us where you are from, where you went to school, and where you live now?

RA: The Berkshires has been my home since 1990. My son was born and raised here. I'm originally
from Honolulu but have lived here on the mainland since 1979. My library degree is from the Uni-
versity at Albany. | currently live in Glendale.

LY: What was your previous library work or training?

RA: I've worked in school libraries, special libraries, and college libraries for 25 years. Before be-
coming a librarian, | worked in preschool education, as a Montessori teacher, and | ended up
getting a graduate degree in education. [Editor’s note: In addition to her master’s degree in library
science from SUNY Albany, Rachel holds a master’s degree in education (reading and languages) from
Harvard University, and has worked at Bay Path University Library, Pittsfield Public Schools Libraries,
and Austen Riggs Center Library.]

LY: What interested you in the job? What do you think you’ll enjoy about it?

RA: I’'m already enjoying all of the people who use the WSPL. Everyone has been so welcoming.
Our amazing long-time library assistant Jodi has already helped me so much with questions about
current practices. It’s also a blessing to be working just 10 minutes from home now.

LY: Any plans or ideas for programs, projects, initiatives, improvements?

RA: For now, I'm focusing on learning everything | can about our collection, getting information
and impressions from our users, our trustees, and Friends of the Library. Lee did a remarkable job
meeting the library and information needs of our community. Future initiatives and improvements
will definitely be in keeping with the work started by Lee and in collaboration with our trustees.

Congratulations and good luck to Rachel on her new appointment, and to Lee on her retirement!
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries
By Doane Perry

Note: Copies of official board minutes are available at the West Stockbridge Public Library. Video recordings of town meetings
are broadcast on Charter Cable channel 190. Residents can be notified by e-mail of town events and meeting
agendas by subscribing at http://weststockbridgema.virtualtownhall.net/subscriber.

Open Meeting: January 8, 2018

Fire Chief’s Monthly Report

Fire Chief Peter Skorput reported that December was a quiet month,
mostly taken up with training, weather, and the holidays. Training
focused on a fire-retardant bomb that extinguishes chimney fires.
Other tasks included maintenance of the firechouse and changing
batteries. Three department members are signed up for an EMT
course to be held in Lee next month. The department responded to
four medical calls and one structure fire with little damage.

Selectman Bernie Fallon asked when Peter would be appointed fire
chief (Peter is currently acting chief as a holdover appointment).
Curt said he wants Peter to complete two three-day National
Incident Management System (NIMS) courses as recommended
by the Massachusetts Municipal Resources study commissioned
by the town. Peter said he is making an effort to complete the
trainings.

Town Website/E-mail/Internet

Bill Biggs and the selectmen discussed ways to improve the town’s
website. The board will ask boards and commissions to send Bill
any corrections or updates for their web pages. Bernie noted that
some links don’t go anywhere. Bill can put in the content, but he

has to be provided with the information. The board and Bill also
discussed ways to get more people to subscribe for the town’s
news and announcements e-mail. June Biggs suggested requesting
residents’ e-mail addresses at the town meeting.

Doane Perry reported an issue with Internet signal strength in the
Town Offices. When the Artists’ Guild meets, there is not enough
signal for one person even when all other phones and laptops are
turned off. A range extender might solve the problem.

Goal Setting for 2018

The board discussed goals for the coming year. Among those
items considered important were getting town board meetings
on local access cable TV, producing a video promoting the town,
a more formal so-called swap shop at the Transfer Station, land
acquisitions including the National Grid parcel by the public
restrooms and the parking lot adjacent to the former Card Lake Inn,
phase 2 downtown rehabilitation, and providing 100% residential
high-speed fiberoptic coverage.

Other Business:
® The board reviewed the 2019 budget and town meeting timeline.

® The next BOS meetings will be January 22 and 29. (1

JT

Landscaping
Tree Services

Fully Insured - Free estimates

413-329-8200

-Tree and Brush Removal
-Tree Pruning
-Stump Grinding
-Plowing & Sanding
-House Checking/Caretaking
-Drainage & Driveway Repairs
-Lawn & Field Mowing
-Fall & Spring Cleanups
-Building & Maintaining Gardens
-Firewood
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oz WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

-

21 State Line Rd West Stockbridge, MA 01266 In the new Town Hall
' weststockbridgelibrary.org | 413-232-0300 ext. 308

TUESDAY 10am-5pm WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY 2-6pm  SATURDAY 10am-2pm

Library Announces Retirement of

(]
Director Lee Appelbaum
By M.C. Nihart, Chair, for the West Stockbridge Public Library Board of Trustees

During her five-year tenure, Director Lee Appelbaum created a bright and welcoming atmosphere in the library.
By enhancing the decor, redesigning traffic patterns, increasing the collection, and expanding resources, she
increased patronage exponentially. With contributions from local artists and patrons (among them Sarah and
Peter Thorne, Joel Hotchkiss, and Gordon Soule), the library added a logo, signage, advertising, and the new
vestibule entry. Not only does the vestibule provide easier access from the parking lot but it offers additional
three-season space for patrons.

We thank Lee for her many contributions and wish her the happiest retirement. Meanwhile, we look forward
to her return as a substitute, and we welcome Lee’s friend, Rachel Alter (another lovely and overqualified
librarian), as our new director.

A Personal Note to Our Library Community

Many thanks to all for your warmth, friendliness, and, of course,
your many and varied book recommendations over the past five
years. It's been a pleasure and privilege to serve as your town [i-
brarian. 'm thrilled that my friend Rachel Alter will be taking
over and bringing her many and varied talents and experiences to
our library.

My special thanks to the trustees whose commitment to excellence
and community service has so enriched our library as well as to
the voters in town and the Friends of the Library for their contin-
ued support.

FYI: I'm not really going away forever since I'll be filling in at the
desk when needed. | look forward to seeing all of you soon.

Best,

Lee Appelbaum

= |liebrarey \[i-brer-g\n 1. A forum for new ideas. 2. An escape to other worlds 3. A connection to different people 4. A place of learning and growth
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Santa’s Wish List Donations

In our December issue, the Local Yokel included an appeal for donations to nine West Stockbridge organizations. The total
received was $7,775. We thank all those who gave so generously to these important community groups that work very
hard to make West Stockbridge such a special place to live. Here are the totals by organization:

Community Health Association: $670
Friends of the Library: $1,275

Local Yokel: $1,590

Pet Partners of the Tri-State Berkshires: $265
West Stockbridge Beautification: $895

West Stockbridge Farmers Market: $805
West Stockbridge Fire & Rescue: $1,805
West Stockbridge Historical Society: $470

TOTAL GIVING: $7,775

We carry all of your
~ _Iand.scapmg and garden supplies
i ' SNOW BLOWERS

$NOW PLOWS & SANDERS
CHAIN SAWS

Fy §on

{ - GENERATORS

TRACTORS

LAWN MOWERS
HYDRAULIC HOSES

} oo POWER EQUIPMENT

et MULCH, TOPSOIL
; COMPOST, FERTILIZER
GRASS SEED

Ice melt, bulk salt,
and sand/salt

Open Sat. 8-2; Closed Sundays
We also do repairs
on your equipment!

4 1 3 _243 0 777 Route 102, 1160 Pleasant St.

South Lee, MA

William Mtrellr.

-

3 Center est Stockbridge MA 01266
1ele 111 fax 41 2-0111

Please Send your E/rz‘/m/ays & Anniversaries 2o the Local Yokel.
We are /quﬂ/ Zo include ther in he next issie.

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266 or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org
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Parks and Recreation

Our winter goal for Parks & Recreation is to finalize
plans for the playground. The Board of Selectmen
has invited us to develop and submit a proposal that
includes expenses for construction of the new up-
to-code playground as a capital expenditure in
the 2018-19 budget. That proposal is now being
drafted. If you have any interest in helping develop
the final plans, call (917) 209-0926.

In the meantime, behind-the-scenes work
continues:
=  Both courts will be scheduled for spring
maintenance checks.
= A new dock for Card Pond will be added
to the capital expenditures for the 2018—19
fiscal year.

Several names were omitted from the West
Stockbridge Sparkles Honor List:

Ann Marie Farrell
Susannah Gale
Caitlin Graham

Ian Kaehn
Krysta Kaehn

Your help at the church, at the tree, and with
the caroling, is greatly appreciated.
You added to the magic!

West Stockbridge started as a rural agricultural community. Early settlers came here for
the open farmland in the West Center area and the ability to use the Williams River to
mill the grain grown there. Even the Dutch traders from New York recognized the farming
potential as they moved into the area around State Line and Canaan. As land was cleared
and worked, rocks and hard soil made growing cash crops problematic, and farms moved
more to dairy operations. Sheep and cattle became the major farm animals with horses

for work and transportation.

Before the Storm

During the Storm

After the Storm

OFHHcCH

PREPAREDNESS
EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT

‘kﬁ‘ o/

All-hazard Preparedness Checklist

Listen to local news and National Weather Service for continued storm updates.

Gather a disaster supply kit or replace/restock items as needed.

Locate the evacuation routes in your local community if applicable and be sure family
members know the routes.

Store important documents (insurance papers, home inventory, etc.) in a waterproof
container.

Have cash on hand in small denominations.

Make sure vehicle gas tanks are full.

Make sure you have sufficient amounts of prescription medications.

If you have a generator, test it and make sure you have sufficient fuel.

Have a portable battery powered radio (with sufficient batteries) or weather radio on hand.
Secure your home by trimming trees; clearing clogged downspouts/gutters; securing or
removing items that could become airborne (plants, furniture, grills, etc.).

Turn off propane tanks.

Fill bathtubs and large containers with water to use for sanitary reasons.

Turn freezer and refrigerator to the coldest settings in case the power goes out.

Charge cell phones, laptops and other portable electronic devices.

If you or your family member has special medical needs, register with your local community
and utility provider to obtain any available resources (i.e. transportation to shelter, priority
electrical restoration, etc.).

Make plans for pets in the event you need to evacuate.

Listen to the TV or radio for weather information and updates.
Keep refrigerator and freezer doors closed.

Avoid using corded phones except for emergencies.

Stay indoors and away from windows.

Continue to tune in to local news and weather for post-storm updates.

Carefully inspect your home for any exterior damage or safety issues.

Watch for downed power lines and do not go near them.

Do not venture out on roads until you know it is safe to do so.

If you had to evacuate your home, inspect it upon your return and if there are any safety
issues (flood waters; odor of gas, structural damage, etc.) do not enter.

DO NOT run generators, grills or other gas operated devices indoors.

If there was an extended power outage check frozen and refrigerated food for spoilage. If you
are in doubt, throw it out.

Watch pets carefully to make sure they don’t wander in damaged areas.

West Stockbridge
Historical Society

Incorpesranel im 19594

By the mid-1800s, an annual census of all animals was required for valuation and the count was listed in the
town reports. Sheep and cattle were prominent assets, as expected. However, one other small animal was most
prominent in the early town reports and still is important now. What was it?

(Find the answer somewhere in this issuel)

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge
Historical Society before they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge.

E-mail info@weststockbridgehistory.org or call 232-4270.

LOCAL YOKEL



Collector’s Note

November through January have been busy months in the collector’s office.

FY18 third-quarter real estate and/or personal property tax bills for homes and/or businesses were issued in mid-December. These were
due on February 1, 2018, and are now accruing interest.

You may have noticed that the bills look a bit different, the result of new billing software in the collector’s

office in

mid-December. To

clarify this new format, I am including an annotated copy of a sample real estate bill. Hopefully it will help you read and understand
your new bill. This is a great opportunity to look your bill over carefully for errors and report any that you detect to my office or to the

aSSEsSors.

In general, the bill is a bit more straightforward. But for those who are at all visually impaired, the verbiage in minuscule print in the
middle of the page also appears in a more readable font on the back of the bill! For most people, the biggest change will be remembering

to return the fop, rather than the
bottom, third of the bill.

The same sorts of changes will appear
on excise bills. I expect that the 2018
excise bill will be issued mid to
late February. The back side of that
bill will contain your rights and a
modified abatement form. Please read
and complete it carefully if you no
longer own the vehicle for which you
are being billed or if you trade that
vehicle during 2018. You can also find
a full abatement form on the town’s
website.

The new billing software will also
handle water/sewer billing. Those
customers will notice the greatest
change in format. Since those bills
have not yet been generated at
press deadline, I will provide more
information in next month’s Local
Yokel.

Inaddition to the bill style, water/sewer
users will also be charged interest at
a daily rather than monthly rate, and
late notices will no longer be issued
every month. Rather, delinquencies
will be noted on each quarterly bill,
and unpaid balances on December 1
will be liened to real estate.

As always, your questions are
welcomed and your cooperation is
appreciated.

June Biggs, Collector

Tel.: 232-0300, ext. 302

E-mail:
collector@weststockbridge-ma.gov

Office hours: Wednesday: 3—-6 p.m.;
Thursday and Friday: 10 a.m.—2 p.m.;
Saturday: 10 a.m.—1 p.m.

NOTE: Return top

portion of bill to
Collector with payment

Town of West Stockbridge!
Fiscal Year 2018 Real Estate

REMITTANCE COUPON
PLEASE RETURN WITH PAYMENT

Account: Permanent Account Number (Formerly Bill #) Parcel ID:

Location: Location of Property Land Area:

Owner: Assessed Owner as of 1/1/2017 Deed Date:
Book/Page:

M AP.0-0000-LOT.0
(Size of Parcel) Acres

Location of Deed at SBRD|

If you purchased after 1/1/2017,
your name appears in a c/o line

Total Charges:
Past Due:
Interest Due:

Notify Collector
of any errors

AssessedOwner as of 1/1/2017
Mailing Address - Street
Mailing Address - City, State, Zip Code

Credits: Abatement/Exemption/Overpaym’t

This Quarter’s Tax
Unpaid or Underpaid Am’t
Charges on Past Due Am’t

Total Due 2/1/2018:

$$95.9%

Information below appears on
the back of your bill in a more

readable font Interest accrues

after this date

FISCAL YEAR 2018 TAX: This tax bill shows the amod,  [real estate taxes you owe for fiscal year 2018 (July 1,2017 - June 30,2018). The tax shown in this
billis based on assessments as of January 1,2017. The Dalso shows betterments, special assessments and other charges.

PAYMENT DUE DATES/INTEREST CHARGES: Your preliminary tax was payable in two equal installments if preliminary bills were mailed on or before
August 1, 2017. The first payment was due on August 1, 2017, or 30 days after the bills were mailed, whichever was later, and the second payment was due
on November 1, 2017. However, if preliminary bills were mailed after August 1, 2017, your preliminary tax was due s a single installment on November 1,
2017, or 30 days after the tax bills were mailed, whichever was later. Your preliminary tax is shown on this bill as a credit ggai= ax, Inc\udmg
betterments, special assessments and other charges. If tax bills were mailed on or before December 31, 2017, the bal,

installments. Your first payment is due on February 1, 2018. Your second payment is due on May 1, 2018. Send

However, if tax bills were mailed after December 31, 2017, the balance is due as a single installment on May 1, 201 ere mailed,
whichever is later. If your payments are notmade by their due dates, interest at the rate of 14% per annum will be ci payments

If tax bills were mailed on or before December 31, 2017, interest will be computed on overdue first payments from Fe here fie second

payments from May 1, 2018 to the date payment is made. If tax bills were mailed after December 31, 2017, interest wi
from May 1, 2018, or the payment due date, whichever is later, to the date payment is made. You will also be required to P « incurred for
collection if payments are not made when due. Payments are considered made when received by the Collector. To obtain a recaipTea Bl enclose a self-
addressed stamped envelope and both copies of the bill with your payment

final payments

ABATEMENT/EXEMPTION APPLICATIONS: You have a right to contest your assessment. To do so, you must file an application for an abatement in writing on
an approved form with the Board of Assessors. You may apply for an abatement if you believe your property is valued at more than its fair cash value, is not
assessed fairly in comparison with other properties, o f a classified tax system is used locally, is not properly classified. If tax bills were mailed on or before
December 31, 2017, the filing deadiine for an abatement application is February 1, 2018. However, if tax bills were mailed after December 31, 2017, the
deadline is May 1, 2018, or 30 days after date bills were mailed, whichever is later.

You may be eligible for an exemption from or deferral of all or some of your tax In order to obtain an exemption for which you are qualified, you must file an
application in writing on an approved form with the assessors. The filing deadiine for an exemption under Mass. G.L. Ch. 59, §5, Cl. (17, 17C, 17 1/2, 17D), 18
22, 22A, 228, 22C, 22D, 22E, 22F, (37, 37A), (41, 41B, 41C, 41C 1/2), 42, 43, (or if locally adopted, 52,

February 1, 2018
Mail abatement bl wuaza maf

requests here

taxbills were mailed on or before December 31, 2017, or May 1, 2018, or 30 days after the date t7
after December 31, 2017.

The filing deadline for a residential exemption under Ch. 59, §5C, or a small commercial exemption and not shown on

your bill, is April 1, 2018, or 3 months after the date tax bills were mailed, whichever is later.

Applications are timely filed when (1) received by the assessors on or before the filing deadline, or (2) mailed by United States mail, first class postage
prepaid, to the proper address of the assessors, on or before the filing deadiine, as shown by a postmark made by the United States Postal Senvice. If your
application is not timely filed, the assessors cannot by law grant an abatement or exemption.

INQUIRIES: If you have questions on your valuation or oron or
questions on payments, you should contact the Collector's Office.

you should contact the Board of Assessors. If you have

Pay this
amount

Payments

Town of West Stockbridge
| Office of The Tax Collector
P 0 Box 365
Stockbridge, MA 0126
413.23Z
Tax Collector:
June A Biggs

Hours For Walk-In Service
W 3-6, ThFri 10 -2, Sat 10-1

own of West Stockbridge
Board of Assessors
P 0 Box 257

Stockbridge, MA 0126
413.232] X 303
Abatement Applications to
Assessors Due:2/1/2018

INTEREST AT THE RATE OF 14% PER ANNUM WILL ACCRUE ON OVERDUE PAYMENTS FROM THE DUE DATE UNTIL PAYMENT IS MADE

Town of West Stockbridge

Fiscal Year 2018 Real Estate

Taxpayer Record

Account: Acc’t #/ Bill # Location: Parcel location
Owner: Assessed owner on 1/1/2017 Parcel ID: Map.0-0000-Lot.0 Deed Date:
Area: (Size of parcel) Acres Book/Page: /
A Asof Type Tax value TOTAL ASSESSMENT Total tax for FY18|| Delinquency Notice
1/1/2017 LAND $$3,$5$ Due Prelim. 2/1/2018 5/1/2018
35,358 Tax | Qfand Q2 Q3+unpaid Q4+ unpaidl| 4 yotice
$55,555 ISF:AS 000 Liens 000 il appear
Amount credited " 0.00 0.00 0.00 in this
rior to printing of Ab/E 0.00| Exemption | Exemption .
Sl
P p 9 rorea | PAID am’t 0.00 0.00) Space lfyou
bill have
Int Cr 0.00| 0.00 0.00] id
Total: $$55.55  $95$5.59  $5955.5% unpat
Total tax for FY18 ) $3$85.55 prior year
men 55555.55 taxes.
Total Due 2/1/2018: $$$$5.98
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Community Health Association
Blood pressure clinics are held Mondays and Wednesdays, 9-10 a.m., at the CHA office at the West Stockbridge
Town Offices. For more information, contact Emilie Jarrett, RN, at 232-0122.

Council on Aging Potluck

The next Council of Aging luncheon will be on Tuesday, February 6 (note that it’s the first Tuesday of the month
because many people were not able to make it the following week). We hope to see as many seniors, if not more, than
we had at the luncheon in January. See you all in the Town Offices Community Room at noon.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner

The Stockbridge Grange will host a stuffed breast of chicken dinner in the Grange Hall at 51 Church Street on
Sunday, February 11, from 1 to 2 p.m. Cost for adults is $12; $6 for children under 12. Takeout is available; call
(413) 298-3185. In case of stormy weather, please call first to see if it has been canceled.

Send your notices for Community News & Events to the
Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266, or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org.

wesk
Skoekbridae

Bark Muich
Topsoll

Keep Your Rooser Crowingt | [AYLLU] LI

e e diference, 413-243-4111

If you love the market, join in. Meadow Farm LLC
Contact wsfarmmarket@gmail.org PO Box 393

or call (917) 209-0926. 1125 Meadow Street
South Lee, Ma 01260

Farmers Marwet

The market needs you!

Compost Facility Accepting Yard & Wood Waste

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: the Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,
MA 01266 or info@thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors:
John Parker, 394-4368, john.j.parkerS3@gmail.com; Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com;
Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com; Anne Lesser, 232-8577, anne@annelessercommunications.com.
massculturalcouncil.org Contributor: Doane Perry, (617) 547-1413, doaneperry@yahoo.com; Design: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Marc J. Portier] Chief of Police Tele; 413-232-8500
21 State Line Road, P.O. Box 90 Fax: 413-232-7538
Woest Stockbridge, MA 01266 E-mail: chief@weststockbridge/ma.gov

WEST STOCKBRIDGE POLICE DEPARTMENT
21 State Line Road — West Stockbridge, MA 01266
(413) 232-8500

WINTER PARKING BAN

November 9, 2017

The “Winter Parking Ban" is in effect from November 1 to April 30 between the hours of 10:00 p.m.
and 7:00 a.m. for all streets in West Stockbridge. Violations of this ban may result in a 525 fine for
parking in prohibited areas, or a 550 fine for impeding snow removal. In addition, if the vehicle is
impeding snow removal, it may be towed at the owner's expense,

The Municipal parking lot across from the Public Market and the parking area on Moscow Road where
the public bathrooms are may be used for overnight off street parking. However, vehicles in those lots
must be moved by 8:00 a.m.to allow the Department of Public Works to manage snow and ice
removal.

Persons having questions about off street parking or the Winter off-street parking ban can call Mark
Webber, Town Administrator at 413-232-0300 Extension 319,

T w [ 11 (‘J‘
“Eﬁﬁ. _{, 9) L,rﬁing_fl 2/11  {Inng logsser

Just what you were looking for! 2/22 Jofnng €llis

Customized local print-solutions

before the desired issue each year.

T 4] 3‘442'? 292 The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238,
info@intouchprinting.com West Stockbridge MA 01266

www.intouchprinting.com or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org

i Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? To be sure your listing
with a personal touch. gets in the Local Yokel, please send it in by the 15th of the month

| Birthdaye & Annivercariec

p§
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Fire Department Log
By Peter Skorput, Fire Chief

DECEMBER 2017 &

JANUARY 2018

Congratulations to the winners of a
free one-year subscription to a
magazine of their choice:

Igor
Roman
Annika & Oliver

Chartered AL5803

?TOMOtiﬂg Treemasonry

in the West Stocléﬁm’c{ge commum’ty
for 125 years

“A Brotherhood For Peace, ’Um’ty,
And Human Progress.”

Date Time Nature of Call
12/25 |6:45 p.m. Medical ° °
12/29 19:31 am. Structure fire Geezers WIth Skl I Is
12/30 | 6:45 p.m. Medical A Collection of Semi-Retired Carpenters
12/30 | 11:03 p.m. Medical Decades of Experience in the Building Trade
1/1 12:18 p.m. Motor vehicle accident Licensed,/Insured/LOCAL
1/10 1:37 p.m. Medical
1/13 6:28 a.m. Automatic alarm GOT NEEDS?? CALL A GEEZER TODAY!!!
1/13 8:31 a.m. Tree on wires 877-500-4030
1/13 10:00 a.m. Tree on wires
/ H'i 1akric
Wisdom Lodge S
AF. & AM. FDC

SOUTH

Concerned about your

Infant or Toddler’s development?
Call PDC SOUTH today & we’ll
set up an appointment to come
to your home to talk with you
about any concerns you might have.

Trained therapists offer evaluation &
home visits to eligible children.
Dept. of Public Health Certified

Early Intervention Program.

We're located at:
924 S. Main Street in Great Barrington.
You can reach us at: 413-717-4083.

www.pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org
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Farmers Markek

Growing Pains

Plans for the seventh season of the West Stockbridge Farmers Market are
well underway. Vendors are being invited, musicians are being auditioned,
and themes that are entertaining and beneficial are being explored.

As several of the founding members move on to other commitments and
distant locations, new ideas and helping hands are warmly welcomed.

Whatever your talent or creativity, there’s a place for you. Join in and

share your thoughts. Don’t miss it!

BALDWIN HARDWARE

Depot Street
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Henry Baldwin

(413) 232-7757

The Floor Store
o ome get floored by
—WW|Icthe floor store! We

have a wide selection
of carpet, tile,
hardwood, bamboo,
</ vinyl, tile, and so

A ; (]
wiw.the-floorstore.com o, ™uch more?

2 3 2_7 1 7 5 We have been flooring

people since 1983!

12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA

0

Queensboro Wine
& Spirits

26 Main Street ~ West Stockbridge ~ 413-232-8522

Offering the finest in Beer, Wine and Spirits

Wine tastings every Saturday.

Please visit our website for our
current specials and event information at

queensborowineandspirits.com.

Don’t forget we offer 15% Discount
on a case of wine, mix and match.

Monday through Saturday 9:30am to 9:00pm
Open Sundays Noon to 5:00pm

FEBRUARY 2018
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Mudd Brook

2, ”-'J‘ ELEMENTARY
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Rewards for Muddy Brook

Clip and save Box Tops coupons from more than 330
participating products including Annie’s, Nature Valley,
Cheerios, Cascadian Farms, Ziploc, Lysol, and more.
Each coupon is worth 10 cents when redeemed. Last
year we earned over $1,500 in box tops alone! Mail
Box Tops to Muddy Brook Regional Elementary School
PTA, 318 Monument Valley Road, Great Barrington,
MA 01230.

Join Us!

Please join fellow parents and teachers in making
this year very special for the students of Muddy Brook.
Share your ideas, start something new, get involved, visit
muddybrookpta.com and like us on Facebook!

Thank you for your continued support.

Farreers Maruek

If you have the time and inclination to assist in
the continuation of the Farmers Market,
please call (917) 209-0926 or e-mail us at
wsfarmmarket@gmail.com.

Alison & Marshall Ash
Bob Balboni
Robert & Lucy Bellville
Liza & William Bennett
Richard Brophy
Sue & Jim Coxon
Ginna & Roland Dudney
Beth & Rich Fentin
Friends of the Library
Kathryn & Henry Gallitano
Gunnar & Jan Gundmundson
Nancy & Walter Howell
llana Krishnamurti
Carol & Stuart Kuller
Sheila & Wally Lehman
Lear & Raquel Levin
John & Ada Masiero
Lorraine Santhay & Jim Lindner
Steve & Erika Sautman
Sid & Vivian Schwartz
Margie Skaggs & Bob Salerno
William & Jeannie Zox
Anonymous: 3

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY. We couldn’t

do it without your support! Keep the Local Yokel coming.

Please send your gift today! (See response form on page 17.)

The Local Yokel Needs You!

Would you enjoy being part of the team that produces this free monthly newsletter serving our

community, now in its 10th year of publication?

Do you enjoy writing or photography? We need regular and occasional contributors on subjects of

local interest.

Or would you like to lend a hand a few hours each month to help with distribution, mailing, and

other projects?

Call John Parker at (413) 394-4368 or e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org for more information.
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weet Stockbridge Hietory Quiz Ancwer:

In 1877, the town
A ST T T
report lists 600 sheep, E

i L

360 cattle, and 316 Commonwealth of Massachuserts.

horses and our peak
population of 1,981. We
were an active farming
and mining community. :
Also, in those early town \ \ In accordance with the provisions of the laws of the
reports is a line item Commonwealth of Massachusells, license is bereby issued o
listed as “Collection of
Dog Licenses.” The first
recorded collection was Nz
in 1869 in the amount

TOWN OF WEST STOCKBRIDGE.

Town: Clerk's Offite .l 905

; lo keep the DOG described in the margin until the first day of

L Age, VIS, mos. § May, i1gro. Said dog is numbered and registered as required
of $81.40, a significant Sex male 5! vid law which {ollars bave b i

. , 2, W said laws, for w s DAt : 1.
sum ($1,362 in today’s : 5 e o AT G i
dollars). That was only a Color, : L
portion of the fees since EBY&W, 5 - Y o e oﬂy‘_‘e"q erR. %
the county kept some g Brilited and:s01d by AL Dolhearess | sy manted wil i irs Daesoah fae Ae s T et s “"“'“‘““”""‘””""““‘”“"a

. Wakefield, Mass, a liree months old or over must be licensed.

of the license fees and Ppawawarasvavawavawaws e wewn e weeswsws e ST arsrees el

remitted the balance

back to the towns.
Photo courtesy of Bob Salerno.
Given the value of the

dollar then and what a
dog license might cost ($6 today), we estimate over 250 dog licenses were issued. Because licenses were issued by
household, not to the animal, the number of dogs could exceed the horse or cattle population.

By the late 1800s, the town’s share of dog license fees became a steady income stream. In some years it exceeded
Town Hall rents, hearse fees, and pool table licenses. The dog fees were used for the school fund and to pay for “dog
damages” (unspecified). The town clerk started listing the names of the dog owners who paid for licenses with a
note that “not all dogs are recorded,” a subtle hint to those who didn’t. In 1909, the registered dog count was down
to around 100, males only. The town clerk was still admonishing those who didn’t register their dogs.

Listings of dog owners were included in the town clerk’s reports until recent times. The names show all segments
of the town population: farmers, tradespeople, immigrants, railroad workers, and quarrymen. It is a great view of
who lived here. Now dog owners are protected by privacy laws and not listed in the town reports. (We have about
140 registered dogs now.)

West Stockbridge was, and is, a dog-friendly town. We know that there were at least three kennels for show dogs
in the 1900s, but that's for another history question.

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

PROPERTIES...

38 Main Street
West Stockbridge, MA
(413) 232-4253
www.StoneHouseProperties.com
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Meet the Artist 2018

Diane Englander

Diane

Englander

Mixed Media Artist

“T have to attack the prettiness of an

initial surface, avoid balance, conrt

darkness or stridency, invest a piece
with conflict.”

“T work with formal means to create a

place between discord and tranquility.” |~

oy

4
_+ SRS A 1 ¢

“When the work transmits 10 me a cabm
energized by tension, then it is done.”

Join Diane Englander on Thursday, February 15, at Six Depot, West Stockbridge,
from 12:15 to 1:30 p.m. for an informal discussion over lunch. You will be able to
ask her questions. RSVP: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544a5a72ca7fa7-
meet or if necessary kcarmean@gmail.com.

“I'work with formal means to create a place between discord and tranquility, a
zone with a charged harmony that energizes as it also provides refuge. That search

Thurs., Feb. 15
12:15-1:30

means | have to attack the prettiness of an initial surface, avoid balance, court
darkness or stridency, invest a piece with conflict. Some of my efforts, which

p’m' began with collaged surfaces only subtly alluding to three dimensions, have
moved more firmly into space. With multiple layers of paper, gouges to the
Six Depot’ surface, or materials that are unambiguously three dimensional, | am reaching
into your space as another way to create movement and energy.
West Stockbridge “As for the largely intuitive process, the material in front of me—often found or

repurposed papers, photographs, cloth, pieces of wood—influences my direction.
I look around at the possible components and see what they make me do.
Sometimes they dictate a very specific color range, and then | can’t use that
material with any other palette.

Richmond-West Stockbridge
Artists’ Guild/Guild of
Berkshire Artists
www.rwsag.org “Our
Programs: Meet the Artist” and
Facebook

“When the work transmits to me a calm energized by tension, then it is done.
Occasionally that happens the same day, sometimes weeks or months later,
sometimes never; and then maybe its remnants become a new jumping-off place,
another source of inspiration.”

SECOND NATURE GARDENS
FEESIGNHNSTALUSUSTAIN '

A 'AM WEINBERG
MASS;,.- ERT HORTIG_\ULTI-}JR[ST

STONEWALLS, PATIOS, PATHS
FRUITREE PRUNING, VEGGIE GARDE

NS

RICHMOND, MA '
413-441-7836 '
SECONDNATUREGARDENS.ORG |\
ADAM@SECONDNATUHEG)RDEN

Pick up
a copy

FREE
AS ALWAYS
at these locations
around town:

al Yokel

&~

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

Queensboro Wine & Spirits

CHAKER MIY|

/VCH

TAVER
saOiEHolsE

WEEKLY SPECIALS SERVED AFTER 5 PM

Fridays: Prime Rlb Smoked or Reg
Pork Loin Smoked
Chicken Picatta & Marsala

Thursdays: MeXican Night
. Saturdays: Beef Tomahawk
sundays: Beef Short Rib for 2 smukedor Ree

Mon. 5-9, Thurs. - Sunday 12-9
5 Albany Road, West Stockbridge, MA
413-232-8565 * 413-232-8564

Mondays: 10 Italian Night

S72856

SHAKER MILL INN

West STOCKBRIDGE, MA

A FAMILY & PET
FRIENDLY INN

PHONE: 413.232.4600

INFO@SHAKERMILLINN.COM
WWW.SHAKERMILLINN.COM

Bos é~MaRry THIBEAULT
KEEPERS OF THE INN

Berkshire Bank
Or you can choose

to have the
Local Yokel
mailed to you for a
minimum annual
contribution of $25.

Flourish Market
Library
No. 6 Depot
Public Market

Town Offices
Transfer Station

Outdoor distribution boxes: Baldwin Hardware, The Floor Store,

& the Shaker Dam Coffeehouse and Stanmeyer Gallery

14
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STOP LIVING WITH PAIN

BE BOUNDLESS

BODYWORK TRAINING WELLNESS

CONTACT US
TODAY ABOUT
OUR SIGNATURE
ONE-ON-ONE +
SMALL GROUP
WELLNESS
SERVICES. |

il N DSt

INFOABOUND-LESS.COM  [413] B22-7394

wesk
Stockbridoe

Farmers Market

The committee would like to extend very special
thanks to Santa’s little helpers who donated to
the holiday fund drive in December:

Jerri & Daniel Buehler
Paula Farrell & Digger Lockenwitz
Susan Fisher and Gary Schieneman

Janice & Gunnar Gudmundson
Nancy & Walter Howell
Carol & Stuart Kuller
Raquel & Lear Levin
Madeline & Martin Lizt
Ada & John Masiero
Molly & Christopher Vreeland
Karen& Jerry Waxberg
Jeannie & William Zox

Jeott Wilton

Restoration & Gonservation
Fine Fwrndture & Interdors

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements
varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

PO. Box 338

West Stockbridge, MA 01266 (413) 232-4349

16 Albany Road
West Stockbridge, MA
413.232.7979
Bellagraziapilates.com

it n Pilates
for over 20 vears

' Kevin Holden 1nc.

* Tree Trimming & Removal

_ Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
% www.khtree.com

A Little About Us: Established in 1976, we have been
in the art and science of tree care for over 40 years.
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety
for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

B Stump Removal B Tree Removal

B Land Clearing B Tree Pruning

B Cabling & Bracing M Tree & Shrub Fertilization
B Crane Rental B Storm Damage Clean-up

All Types of Tree Work Insured
Member International Society
(New England Chapter)
ISA Certified Arborist
NE 6430A

FEBRUARY 2018
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Exhibit at Gallery 35

Featuring

Local Artists
of the Guild of
Berkshire Artists

Jan. 18—Feb. 28

Reception
Saturday, Feb. 10,
3-5 p.m.

35 Railroad St.,
Great Barrington

Sponsored by
Stone House Properties, LLC.
Open during most business honrs or by
appointment (413) 528-4211

Guild of Berkshire
Artists

Formerly Richmond-West
Stockbridge Artists’ Guild
RSVP: rwsag.org “Our
Programs.” See Facebook

BERKSHIRE
PROPERTY
AGENTS

413 528 6800

MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE,

COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES

TIM LOVETT JEN HARVEY TOM LYNCH
SHEA POTOSKI BARBARA SCHULMAN
SELINA LAMB CLAUDIA CRANE

RUSS STEIN DEBORAH LEVINSON
SUSAN LAIDLAW CHRISTIAN DECKERT
BILL O'LEARY JONATHAN HANKIN
LESLIE CHESLOFF JANE LARKWORTHY

12 RAILROAD ST GREAT BARRINGTON MA

*BASED ON BERKSHIRE BOARD OF REALTORS FIGURES

Hl K.G.COOPER ELECTRICAL

Karl G. Cooper Jr.
New Construction - Renovations -
Service Upgrades - Generators

P.O. Box 138

West Stockbridge, Ma. 01266
kgcooperelectric@yahoo.com
Ma. Master 12365A

413-232-0244

#1 TOP SELLING
REAL ESTATE
AGENCY
IN BERKSHIRE
COUNTY
2016"
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P e e m e m e m e m e ———————————

Every issue costs us about $1,300 to print and distribute!
Pleace help ue keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news,
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue to you
(unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations as long as
possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please check with your
employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.

Donate $35 or more and

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

: e \ geb a kL Bumper Sticker
| 1 yee! | want to support the Local Yokel. GKD geNo Chanke, pleace don's eend
I Locar vd“‘/

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

I

1

Enclosed is my donation of $ me a cticker

made payable to WSLY. ey Beragy

[_] I would like my contribution to remain
anonymous.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments)

[_] Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to
me. Save the postage; I'll pick it up myself.

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent) Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
: - P.O. Box 238
City State Ay West Stockbridge, MA 01266

WANDERING JEWS
WONDERING JEWS Est. 1888

MIXED MARRIAGE JEWS Charles H. Baldwin & Sons

MIXED UP JEWS B J
NON-JEWS Manufacturers of

LGBT JEWS Baldwin’s Pure Vanilla Extract
CREATIVE JEWS Flavoring Extracts, Spices, Baking Supplies,
SPIRITUAL JEWS Maple Table Syrup, Serious, Mushy & Hilarious

y o ]:']l:::l\(@ Bl‘} ESS' VS Greeting Cards, Retro Toys, Candy

PCLIT CA]_, J:WS & So Much More!

A P. . -[-?‘ﬂ‘:_‘ 'I“‘l"(-;

YIDDISH SPEARING JEWS
INTELLECTUAL JEWS
SEARCHING JEWS
OBSERVANT JEWS
NON-HEBREW-READING JEWS Not just a store. . .
PASSIONATE JEWS ’ : izl
HIGH.HOLY-DAY JEWS It’s an experience!
ARTISTIC JEWS 1 Center Street
AGNOSTIC JEWS West Stockbridge
H.AVEN rT"BE‘E.N'lN'Sl’ll.]l.:'Sltq CE' Massachusetts
BAR-MITZVAH-JEWS
o imvite von o call onr soivimal leade MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-5
4197, Or vis Tovrrt o CLOSED SUNDAYS
413-232-7785

N AHAVATH S ;
SPIRIT DWELLS | www.baldwinextracts.com

North St., Great I
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Girdler Electric
MA Master License 16255

Barry Girdler
owner

P. O Box 20
West Stockbridge MA 01266

413-232-7719

barry@girdlerelectric.com
girdlerelectric.com

2 Main Street ®

West Stockbridge, MA

Stanmeyer Gallery & Shaker Dam (éffeehouse

.232.7707 * Open Mon-Thur 8-4, Fri-Sun 8-6

Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300 - Fax 232-7195

Animal Control John W. Springstube 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1-5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Board of Health Earl Moffatt 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.—4 p.m., or by appt.

Board of Selectmen Bernie Fallon, Peter

Skorput, Curt G. Wilton
Administrative Assistant Mark Webber 232-0300 ext. 319 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.

8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Conservation Commission | Jennifer Kujawski, 232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Lori Rose

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Peter Skorput 232-4200 (non- Mon. 6:30-9 p.m.

emergency)

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Rachel Alter 232-0300 ext. 308 Tues. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs,,
and Fri. 2-6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.;
closed Sun. & Mon.

Police Department Marc Portieri 232-8500 (non- | 24 hours,

emergency) 7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.—7 p.m.; 7 days/week;

Window: Mon.—Fri. 9 a.m.—4:30 p.m.;
Sat. 9 a.m.—12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission | Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30-4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3-6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.—
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.—4 p.m.

Transfer Station Wayne Cooper 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.—6 p.m. and
Sat. 8 a.m.—6 p.m.

Tree Warden Andrew Fudge 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov * Community and Business Website: weststockbridgetown.com
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February Art Calendar

Gallery 35 Show: Reception Sat., Feb. 10, 3-5
p-m., 35 Railroad St., Great Barrington, Stone
House Properties

Bruce Panock

Anne Auberjonois

Walter Pasko

Erin Potter

Also featured: Peggy Braun, Bruce Shickmanter, Susan Sabino,
and MK Kammel. See their work in the Reception annonncement.

FEBRUARY 2018




West Stockbridge

Local Yokel

P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA
01266

February 2018
Tue

Sun | Mon Wed | Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17
18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24
25 | 26 | 27 | 28

o Board of Health meeting 6:30 p.m. | Town Offices

:s:j Groundhog Day

o Planning Board meeting Tpm. | Town Offices

= Council on Aging luncheon 12n0on | Town Offices Community Room
= Knitters & More 2-4pm. | Town Offices Community Room
= Grange Dinner 1-2p.m. | Grange Hall, 51 Church Street, Stockbridge
% American Legion Tp.m. | Town Offices

: Valentine’s Day

§ Knitters & More 2-4p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
> #* Deadline for the next Local Yokel ** send to info@thelocalyokel.org
e Knitters & More 24p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
é Knitters & More 24p.m. | Town Offices Community Room
= Purim begins at sundown






