
Red Trillium (a.k.a. Wakerobin) along Williams River 
near Pixley Hill Road. Photo by John Parker.
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THIS PROGRAM IS A BENEFIT 
PERFORMANCE FOR THE WEST STOCKBRIDGE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Sponsored by 
a grant from the 
West Stockbridge 
and Richmond
Cultural Councils.

FREE to West Stockbridge residents 
under 18 with reservations.

Halvorsen: Passacaglia
Prokofiev: Quintet, Op. 39

Mozart: Divertimento in E-flat major, K. 563

Program:

Musicians: Edwin Barker, double bass  
Ronny Feldman, cello
Sheila Fiekowsky, violin
Daniel Getz, viola
Amanda Hardy, oboe 
Catherine Hudgins, clarinet

1854 Town Hall, Main Street, West Stockbridge

Friday, May 27, 2016 at 6:00 PM

Spring Concert
THE WEST STOCKBRIDGE 

CHAMBER PLAYERS ANNUAL

Call 413-232-4270
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...continued on page 5

Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries
By Doane Perry

Note: Copies of official board minutes may be read at the West Stockbridge Public Library.

Open Meeting: March 21, 2016

FY 2017 Budget 
Mark Webber reported that the Finance Committee and selectmen 
reviewed the annual Town Meeting warrant and budget and that 
Chairman Bob Salerno said the Finance Committee will vote to endorse 
it for approval.

Old Town Landfill
Curt Wilton said a visitor from the Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection was impressed with the tree cutting and 
clearing improvement at the Old Town Landfill and gave it his blessing.

Harris Street Area Traffic Follow-Up
Town government members met with Ed Merritt and discussed the stone 
wall that is caving in. The wall is on Ed’s property; the rest of the area 
belongs to National Grid. A resident asked if the selectmen plan to go 
forward on proposals to address the downtown traffic flow (see Board 
of Selectmen Meeting Summaries in our March issue). Earl Moffat 
and Curt answered that they are gathering data. The resident expressed 
skepticism and suggested other proposals.

Gallery Signs
The selectmen discussed an application for two signs for the Diana 
Felber Gallery at the former glassblowing studio. Earl suggested making 

one of the signs smaller to comply with the regulation requiring that 
signs not exceed 15 square feet, and he offered a permit when the 
applicants come back. 

Fire Department (continued from March 7 meeting)
Earl said the continuation was to address concerns raised by Jim 
Hallock’s attorney and also by Dom Luchi several meetings back. 

Jim’s attorney, Alex Shmulsky of Albany, sent a letter to the selectmen 
on March 9 stating that Jim would like to be reinstated to the Fire 
Department, but the town and the Board of Selectmen need to agree to 
conditions including a written public apology and acknowledgment that 
Chief Skorput slandered Jim and a promise to stop slandering him, and 
that the town and Fire Department take action on the concerns raised by 
Jim. In return, Jim will promise not to pursue any lawsuits against the 
town.

Curt said the last Board of Selectmen meeting produced a list of 
actions to be taken: Jim is to be reinstated to the Fire Department 
unconditionally, Jim and Peter have to work together, department 
members have to abide by the terms, and Peter has to address Jim’s 
allegations.

Queensboro Wine  
& Spirits

26 Main Street  ~  West Stockbridge  ~  413-232-8522

Offering the finest in Beer, Wine and Spirits 

Wine tastings every Saturday.

Please visit our website for our  
current specials and event information at  

queensborowineandspirits.com.

Don’t forget we offer 15% Discount 
on a case of  wine, mix and match.

Monday through Saturday 9:30am to 9:00pm
Open Sundays Noon to 5:00pm
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 May History Quiz Question:

On the north end of Main Street are two classic Greek revival houses that announce the 
entrance to the village center. Built sometime in the 1840s, they are examples of the 
classic New England town architecture of that period. This was a time when the village 
was prospering, a new railroad, marble, lime, and iron quarries going full tilt, and much 
commercial activity. 

Both houses have a story to them. The larger house, on the corner with Swamp Road 
and Main Street, was the home and office of Dr. William Leavitt, builder of that house 
and the others around it. (It was mentioned in one 1920s Berkshire tour guide as a 
possible former bank but never was.) The other Greek revival house to the left of it has 
a more interesting history. What possible uses did that building serve?

(F ind the answer  somewhere in  th is  i ssue ! )

2016 Annual Town Election

May 9, 2016
Town Offices Gymnasium, 21 State Line Road

Polls open 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Elected Office Term Length Incumbent*

Moderator 1 year  Eugene Dellea

Board of Selectmen 3 years Peter Skorput

Town Clerk 3 years Ronni Barrett

Town Collector 3 years June Biggs

Board of Assessors 3 years Amy Butterworth

Finance Committee 3 years Michael Skorput

Planning Board 5 years Mitchell Greenwald

Board of Health 3 years Scott Sawyer

Library Trustees 3 years Catherine Nihart

Cemetery Commission 3 years Marion Loring

* There are no challengers to incumbents. 

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please send submissions to: the Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge,  
MA 01266 or info@thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors:  
John Parker, 298-0052, john.parker49@verizon.net; Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com;  
Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com; Anne Lesser, 232-8577, anne@annelessercommunications.com.  
Contributor: Doane Perry, 617-547-1413, doaneperry@yahoo.com; Design: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.

The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

4 44 44 44 4
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries ...continued from page 3
An audience member commented that there should be no arguing, people 
should put aside differences and fix the Fire Department, the town should 
hire an expert, and there should be a mature, productive resolution to the 
problem.

Earl made a motion that Jim’s counsel and the town confer in a 
mediating process. Curt seconded the motion on condition that Jim is 
reenrolled in the Fire Department. The motion passed with two in favor, 
and the meeting was adjourned.

Farmers Market

Roland Dudney announced that the Farmers Market will open for the 
season on May 19. Signage, music, permits, and operations will be the 
same as last year. 

Regarding cleaning the restrooms, Curt noted that the town custodian 
works from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m. and has finished work by 3 p.m. when 
the Farmers Market opens. There was discussion of overtime and who 
should pay. The custodian is not available for overtime because he has 
other commitments after working for the town.

A person in the audience asked about the involvement of the town 
merchants. In the original agreement for the restrooms, the merchants 
agreed to pay. Earl said that a mechanism for charging the merchants 
was never developed.

Other Business

•	 The selectmen voted unanimously to approve remote attendance at 
Planning Board meetings.

•	 Earl reported that the budget for the treatment of Card Pond has been 
put in place.

Open Meeting, April 4, 2016

(Note: The chief of police update to the board was postponed to April 
11.)

Gallery Sign Permit

The selectmen approved the permit application by Diana Felber Gallery 
at 6 Harris Street, having determined that the proposed signage was 
within bylaw limits.

Upcoming Meetings

There will be a meeting with the Harris Street abutters on April 18. 
A joint meeting of the Board of Selectmen and the Planning Board is 
scheduled for April 18. A meeting with the Planning Board and Zoning 
Board of Appeals is planned for April 25. 

WiredWest

The selectmen will discuss WiredWest at the April 11 meeting to 
consider a resolution to ask the governor to release funds. Steve Sautman 
will provide an update on April 18.

Annual Town Meeting 

Mark Webber told the selectmen that everything has been submitted 
for the warrant that will be discussed at the next Board of Selectmen 
meeting. There are three petition articles. Earl Moffat made a motion to 
accept the warrant, and all the selectmen voted in favor.

Capital Projects

Repair of three town buildings, the cemetery building roof, the town 
garage shed, and the sewer plant roof repair, will be approved at a June 
meeting and are not included in the town warrant.

Other Business

•	 The selectmen gave permission for the Artists’ Guild to use the Town 
Offices for demonstrations and meetings. Earl commented that these 
uses were just what the Community Room was designed for.

•	 Mark Webber announced that a site review of the Old Town Landfill 
will take place on April 11 at 10:30 a.m. The visit was scheduled in 
conjunction with a site review in Tyringham to reduce the expense. 
Mark and Curt commented that hooking customers up to the town 
water system is the best way to avoid chemicals in the ground. 

•	 A building permit application for downtown restrooms and informa-
tion booth will be discussed at the board’s April 11 meeting. c

relaxation • muscle tension • injury & chronic pain
MA & NYS Licensed • Board Certified in Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork

Offices in Stockbridge, MA & Chatham, NY

518-794-8556
www.therapeuticmassagebenefits.com

Geezers with Skills
 A Collection of Semi-Retired Carpenters

Decades of Experience in the Building Trade
Licensed/Insured/LOCAL

GOT NEEDS?? CALL A GEEZER TODAY!!!
877-500-4030
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Preparing the finest Vietnam-
ese cuisine in the Berkshires 

for more than 30 years! 
Experience our heritage and 

hospitality in the comfort  
of our warm and inviting 

dining room, or take home. 
We also have an extensive 

vegetarian menu.

Seek your own treasures 
among our collection of 
imported hand-crafted 

Vietnamese lacquer, lanterns, 
tableware, silk clothing,  
accessories and antique  
pottery in our retail shop  

“Out of Vietnam.”

vegetarian menu.

3 Harris Street     West Stockbridge     413.232.4204

38 Main Street
West Stockbridge, MA

(413) 232-4253
www.StoneHouseProperties.com

A  T R A D I T I O N  O F  E X C E L L E N C E

WEST STOCKBRIDGE  •  3.9 ACRES  •  $235,000

HEMLOCKS 
and 

NORWAY SPRUCE
for privacy hedges

Delivered, Planted, Guaranteed.
Great prices. dpollock77@gmail.com

413 441-9338   
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Annual Town Meeting and Budget Highlights
Fiscal Year 2017

as of March 21, 2016
Provided by Mark Webber, Administrative Assistant to Board of Selectmen

General:
Ø	Total Raise and Appropriation (taxation) is $5,102,486. This is an increase of $160,934, or 3.3% over the current year.
Ø	All things being equal, this reflects an approximate increase in the tax rate of $.42/$1,000 from $12.33 to $12.75.
Ø	This reflects a tax bill increase of approximately $170 based on the average single-family residence valued at $412,586 (2016). 

The prior 7 years have seen an average tax bill increase of $113 for the average single-family residence (DOR, 2016).

Substantial Year-to-Year Line Item Budget Changes:
Ø	Town Accountant Salary. Up $2,000. This increase puts her on par with the town treasurer.
Ø	Fire/EMT Services. Up $2,922. Increase is necessary to fund mandated fire equipment testing.
Ø	BHRSD Operations. Up $73,113, or 2.6%.
Ø	BHRSD Capital. Up $24,388, or 23%. The two education line items represent 69% of total taxation.
Ø	Cemetery Tree Removal. Up $3,500, or 100%. This should cover the removal of the remaining problem spruces at the town 

cemetery along Rte. 41.
Ø	Mill Pond and Card Pond Aquatic Weed Control. Up $5,000. This increase reflects the anticipated addition of Card Pond to the 

annual Mill Pond treatment.
Ø	Community Health. Increase of $3,940, or 19%. This reflects the increase in the Community Health RN’s health insurance 

premiums.
Ø	Debt Service. New Highway front-end loader. Category is up $30,157, or 12% and reflects the first year of debt service (1 of 5) on 

the new loader.
Ø	 County Retirement. Increase of $13,381, or 17%. This reflects an increase in payroll and assessment for unfunded future liability 

(projected to be satisfied by 2020).
Ø	Health Insurance. Up 14%, or $22,311. No change in enrollment.

Capital Purchases:
Ø	 Seeking authorization for the treasurer to borrow $150,000 for departmental Equipment including replacement of Highway Dept. 

one-ton plow/sander; new Council on Aging H.C. Van (smaller version), and pickup truck for the superintendant of buildings and 
grounds.

Ø	 Under consideration are repairs to the roof at the wastewater treatment plant on Moscow Road. Initial estimate is $17,500 for the 
standing seam metal roof.

Ø	The town’s Bond Rating is AA (S&P, 2016). Up from A+ (2006-2010).

Other Notes:
Ø	2016 Free Cash was certified at $199,587. This budget proposes to use $85,000, leaving a balance of $114,587 going forward.
Ø	Certified Retained Earnings for Sewer Enterprise is $60,655.
Ø	Certified Retained Earnings for Water Enterprise is $24,583.
Ø	2016 Excess Levy Capacity (amount under the levy limit) is $886,455.
Ø	Stabilization Fund balance is $297,783. FY 2017 budget requests adding $25,000.
Ø	Capital Stabilization Fund balance is $51,000. FY 2017 budget requests adding $25,000.
Ø	 Parks and Recreation Committee has requested an unspecified amount to upgrade the playground at the Village School. Safety 

concerns have been raised on the condition of the existing equipment. A 50% matching grant has been applied for from the 
Department of Environmental Management. Total project cost is estimated at $50,000 with a portion to be offset with advertising 
revenue. This topic will be deferred until the end of June Special Town Meeting when, hopefully, there will be an indication from 
the state as to grant funding approval.
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Pasta Dinner Raises Funds for Farmers Market
By Joanne Wodecki

On Friday, April 8, the West Stockbridge Congregational Church held its third annual fundraising pasta dinner in its newly renovated 
social hall and commercial kitchen. Each year since its inception, this event has raised hundreds of dollars that are donated to various 
organizations—charitable or otherwise. In previous years, we have given to the local People’s Food Pantry and also to Pet Partners. This 
year it was our pleasure to support the market and its vendors and, with $600 raised, it was the most successful event we’ve held to date.

We would like to thank all the market vendors and community members who came out to support the cause and to Ginna and Roland 
Dudney for their continued leadership, hard work, and dedication to the Farmers Market Association. 

A good time and a great meal was enjoyed by all that included spaghetti, delicious homemade sauce and meatballs, an incredible salad 
bar, brownies, ice cream, hot fudge, fresh-cut pineapple and watermelon, coffee, and cold drinks. A very special thanks to Tony Carlotto 
who saved the evening with his donation of homemade kielbasa and Sarah Thorne for her donation of romaine lettuce to replenish the 
salad bar. This was truly a community coming together for the greater good. A true-to-life “loaves and fishes” story in our midst!

And last, but not least, many thanks to the members and volunteers of the West Stockbridge Congregational Church who worked 
tirelessly to organize, prepare, and cook the food and—everyone’s favorite—clean up! Great job!

If you have questions concerning the commercial kitchen/social hall, please contact Joanne Wodecki at 413-454-0054 for more information.

Jan Reid, Caitlin Graham, Katie Kilmer, Bill Reid, and 
Joanne Wodecki of the West Stockbridge Congregational 
Church present the proceeds from the April 8 Spaghetti 
Dinner Fundraiser to Lois Ferguson, Robin Schmitt, and 
Terri Jo Dixon of the West Stockbridge Farmers Market.

S t anmey e r  Ga l l e r y  & Shak e r  Dam Co f f e ehou s e  
2 Main Street  •  West Stockbridge, MA

Open 7 days a week 8am-4pm Mon through Thurs | 8am-6pm Fri, Sat & Sun 
413.232.7707 | www.facebook.com/ShakerDamCoffeehouse

S i g n a l  ~  D j i b o u t i  C i t y ,  D j i b o u t i  
W o r l d  P r e s s  P h o t o  o f  T h e  Y e a r
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Chef Tony revs up for the premiere of 
“Chef Tony Shares” at 4:30 p.m. on 
May 19 at the Grand Opening of the 
West Stockbridge Farmers Market’s 
fifth season.  Surprises guaranteed! 

Photo by Tony Carlotto.

Season Opening: Save the Date!
On May 19, the West Stockbridge Farmers Market celebrates the opening of its fifth season, 3–7 
p.m., on Merritt Green on Harris Street in the center of beautiful West Stockbridge.

The wonderful friendly vendors will again be offering the finest and freshest produce and prepared 
foods available in the Berkshires! Be sure to stock up on fresh veggies, meat, bread, wine, dining choices, and wonderful 
desserts. Browse the lovely and unique pieces presented by local artists.

Live music continues every week, cosponsored by the WS Cultural Council. Market favorite Ryan Hollander will be 
performing on May 19. Popular Moonshine Holler returns on May 26.

Also on May 19, award-winning author Jana Laiz will be on hand with her new young adult fiction book, The Twelfth Stone. 
Jana is the first writer-in-residence at Herman Melville’s Arrowhead and will be delighted to sign copies of her book. 

New additions to the lineup this year include:

Chef Tony Shares
Talented Tony Carlotto of Rolling Rock Farm will share his cooking 
expertise in monthly demos. From 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on May 19, he’ll 
reveal the secrets to create the wildly acclaimed salmon he brought to 
the market last year and distributed as samples, as well as other tidbits 
to make home preparation of market bounty as delicious and creative 
as possible. Stay tuned for future tidbits on the first Thursday of every 
month!

Fun for Kids
Each week, from 4:30 to 6 p.m., the market will host a series of games 
and/or crafts designed for kids of all ages. All materials and instructions 
will be provided.

The Green Table
Reduce. Reuse. Repurpose. Recycle. A challenge to give new life to 
items that otherwise would be discarded. Get your creative on!

There’ll be something for everyone at the West Stockbridge Farmers Market—don’t miss it!

PO Box 20, West Stockbridge, MA 01266
fax 413-232-0099

girdler@verizon.net
MA LIC 16255A
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WiredWest Update: BOS Sent letter to Governor 
By Steve Sautman, West Stockbridge Delegate for WiredWest (Sautman@msn.com)

The rift between the Massachusetts Broadband Institute (MBI) and WiredWest continues to widen. Elizabeth Copeland, the interim 
director of the MBI, issued a letter to the MBI board of directors on April 6, stating that the current proposed modifications by Wired-
West have still not been revised to MBI’s satisfaction. MBI is now exploring alternatives of installing fixed wireless compared to a 
regional fiber network proposed by WiredWest, of using private company network operators compared to a cooperative governance 
model proposed by WiredWest, and of finding additional federal funding opportunities to reduce state funding compared to the busi-
ness plan to pay back the towns’ debt service proposed by WiredWest. 

WiredWest responded by highlighting MBI’s underlying lack of interest to work with the cooperative WiredWest that represents our 
towns and acts as our agent to develop satisfactory broadband solutions for the towns of western Massachusetts. WiredWest has pro-
posed numerous solutions during the negotiating process to find agreeable solutions with MBI that are still good for our towns. How-
ever, MBI has not been negotiating in good faith with WiredWest because MBI prefers to work directly with the towns one on one to 
get their own way. 

The MBI is now issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) to further study wireless designs for all underserved towns at an additional cost 
of $790,000 out of the allocated $40 million to build the last-mile broadband network. Consultants will also study and analyze inde-
pendent town solutions instead of a regional solution. These actions signal a fundamental shift in MBI’s last-mile policy. This shift 
shows that the directly affected communities are not to be included in the policymaking process at MBI. Moreover, these actions and 
studies will further delay deployment of broadband in our communities and represent a regrettably inefficient use of precious public 
funds. 

The West Stockbridge Board of Selectmen have signed and sent a letter to Governor Baker requesting his administration to lift “the 
pause” for the last-mile program and instruct the MBI to accept input and policy direction from the towns and WiredWest to jointly 
produce an actionable plan that is acceptable to our towns by June 30, 2016. The MBI was tasked in June 2014 to develop a plan to de-
ploy a last-mile broadband solution to the homes in the underserved towns with the authorization of $50 million. However, since then 
the MBI has not produced an actionable plan and has only repudiated WiredWest’s proposed regional fiber network solution. Many of 
the towns’ Boards of Selectmen have now sent similar letters to Governor Baker. 

Governor Baker spoke as part of the annual conference put on by Sen. Stan Rosenberg for municipal officials in Hampshire and Frank-
lin Counties on Saturday, April 9. He took questions, many of which were on broadband. After hearing about the lack of representation 
from Western Mass, he asked Rosenberg to convene a meeting at the State House. Rosenberg’s office is currently putting together a 
roster of interested parties from Western Mass to attend the meeting that is scheduled for early May.

The FCC is expected to approve the acquisition of Time-Warner Cable by Charter Communications in the May timeframe. Charter 
will then make a proposal to the town of West Stockbridge on how it plans to upgrade their cable system to provide high-definition TV 
cable, digital phone, and Internet service. Charter has also been in communication with MBI to receive state funding to complete the 
build-out of their system to reach more homes in town.
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Botanist’s Corner
By Dan Lewis

May is the most challenging month for avid 
gardeners because the timing of your moves now 
largely determines the scale and timing of your har-
vests. Are your beds ready? Most garden beds will 
benefit from a double dig before planting. Simply 
dig a trench on one side of your garden and fill it 
with the uppermost soil immediately adjacent to it, 
repeating until you have flipped the entire width of 
the garden bed.

On the foraging front, ramp (wild leek) season 
is beginning in earnest. Treat the leaves just like ba-
sil and experiment with your very own ramp pesto. 
Beware of ramp mimics; they may resemble the 
tasty native to the untrained eye. If you crush the 
leaves of a ramp, you will be treated to its char-
acteristic pungent garlic aroma. If you don’t smell 
this, or smell a different odor, put it down and for-
age with a knowledgeable friend instead!

Community Garden Update

Here we go! The planting season is upon us, 
and we look forward to many Sundays at the gar-
den site. Stop by if you see us in the field, or simply 
honk as you drive by if you like what we’re doing 
in our community. Our goals for this year include a 
better lettuce crop, a more efficient irrigation sys-
tem powered by a small solar panel, and having 
lots of fun learning the benefits of organic grow-
ing for and with the community. As always, if you 
would like to learn more about our food bank/
community garden, just call Dan or Megan Lewis 
at 232-7959. 

2
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WEPAVE.COM
W.E. Williams Paving

for all of your
Paving and

Excavating needs.

(413) 232-7003
Surfacing the Tri-State area since 1948

TOM WALKER
Custom Renovations

Service that “Out Measures” ‘em All

Since 1975

 TW8421@gmail.com 877-500-4030

The Floor Store

12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA
232-7175

www.the-floorstore.com

Come get floored by 
the floor store! We 

have a wide selection 
of carpet, tile, 

hardwood, bamboo, 
vinyl, tile, and so 

much more!
We have been flooring 

people since 1983!
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#1 TOP SELLING REAL ESTATE AGENCY           
 IN BERKSHIRE COUNTY 2015*

12 RAILROAD ST
GREAT BARRINGTON MA

 

MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE, 
COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES

TIM LOVETT   JEN HARVEY   TOM LYNCH
SHEA POTOSKI   BARBARA SCHULMAN         
SELINA LAMB   CLAUDIA CRANE   
RUSS STEIN    DEBORAH LEVINSON   
DANIELLE SMITH   CHRISTIAN DECKERT   
BILL O'LEARY   JONATHAN HANKIN
LESLIE GLENN CHESLESLIE GLENN CHESLOFF

BERKSHIRE PROPERTYAGENTS.COM
*BASED ON BERKSHIRE BOARD OF REALTORS FIGURES

413 528 6800

BERKSHIRE
PROPERTY
AGENTS

INTRODUCING 
OUR NEW WEBSITE –
MOBILE OPTIMIZED 

FOR AN EASY, 
INFORMATIVE,

FRUITFUL EXPERIENCE

COME VISIT!COME VISIT!

Community News & Events
 
 
 
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast
West Stockbridge Fire Department, in collaboration with the Congregational Church, will offer a Mother’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, May 8, 7 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., at the West Stockbridge Congregational Church Social 
Hall, 45 Main Street. Cost: $10 per person; free for children 6 and under. Breakfast includes pancakes, sausage, fruit, 
coffee, and tea. Call Peter Skorput for tickets: 232-7853.

Council on Aging Luncheon
The next monthly COA Potluck Luncheon will be held in the Community Room at the Town Hall at noon on Tues-
day, May 10. See you there!

Stockbridge Grange Dinner 
On Sunday, May 15, the Stockbridge Grange will serve a baked ham dinner in the Grange Hall on Church Street from 
1 to 2 p.m. Cost for adults is $12; $6 for children under 12. Takeout is available; call (413) 298-3185.

Congregational Church Bake Sale
The West Stockbridge Congregational Church will hold a bake sale in front of Baldwin’s Extracts from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, May 21.

Send your notices for Community News & Events to the Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266, or by e-mail 
to info@thelocalyokel.org.

Please send your Birthdays & Anniversaries to the Local Yokel. 
We are happy to include them in the next issue.

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266 or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org
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Chamber Players to Perform 
Memorial Day Concert 

By Liza Bennett

On Friday, May 27, at 6 p.m., the summer music 
season will get off to a thrilling start with what is 
bound to be another sold-out benefit performance 
by the West Stockbridge Chamber Players. This 
world-class ensemble, led by clarinetist and artistic 
director Catherine Hudgins, is made up of Boston- 
and Berkshire-based musicians who regularly 
perform with the Boston Symphony, Boston Pops, 
Spoleto Festival, and Portland Symphony, and who 
teach at the Tanglewood Music Center. 

The Chamber Players have given benefit concerts 
for the West Stockbridge Historical Society several 
times a year since the start of the campaign to restore 
the 1854 Town Hall. The May concert will feature 
six outstanding musicians: Edwin Barker on double 
bass, Ronny Feldman on cello, Sheila Fiekowsky 
on violin, Daniel Getz on viola, Amanda Hardy on 
oboe, and Catherine Hudgins on clarinet.

Johan Halvorsen’s Passacaglia, based on a theme 
by George Frideric Handel, will start the concert. 
Halvorsen was a Norwegian violinist, conductor, 
and composer who wrote many compositions for 
orchestra and chamber music, as well as concertos 
and music for the theater. Sergei Prokofiev’s 
Quintet, Op. 39, which is closely related to the 
composer’s music for Trapèze, the ballet about 
circus life, will conclude the concert’s first half.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s only music for string 
trio and his longest chamber work, the Divertimento 
in E-flat major, K. 563, will be performed after 
the intermission. Composed when Mozart was 
32, just months after he completed his final three 
symphonies, the work is serious and stately in mood 
rather than the lighthearted entertainment its name 
suggests. 

With the generous support of the Chamber Players and the campaign’s hundreds of contributors, the Society is now over 
halfway to its goal of turning the 1854 Town Hall—which anchors West Stockbridge’s downtown—into a community 
center, history museum, and acoustically perfect home for the West Stockbridge Chamber Players. 

The concert is sponsored by Richard Ziter, MD, and grants from the West Stockbridge and Richmond Cultural Councils, 
local agencies supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

Tickets are $35, available at downtown West Stockbridge businesses with a “Blue Note” in their window, or online at www.
weststockbridgehistory.org and at 232-4270. Seating is limited—order today! 
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The Community Health Association
and

The Richmond Council on Aging

Invite you to join us for a dinner and lecture:

 Cancer: Living with the Uninvited

Teresa Caldwell, LICSW, OSW-C, ACHP-SW
Oncology Social Worker

Berkshire Hematology Oncology Services

Cancer can cause many changes. Along with worry about mortality, this talk will discuss the 
common challenges of living with cancer during diagnosis, treatment, survivorship, concern 
about recurrence, and end of life. Living with cancer is often referred to now as living with a 
chronic illness.

Cost: $10 per person. Includes a buffet-style dinner.

When: Thursday, June 2, 5–7 p.m.

Where: Richmond Congregational Church, State Road, Richmond, MA

~Reservations are required~

Contact:  Emilie Jarrett: Tel.: 232-0122; e-mail: Emilie@charws.com, or 
Phyllis LeBeau: Tel.: 413-698-3656; e-mail coa@richmondma.org
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  West Stockbridge History Quiz Answer:
The two Greek revival houses, in addition to being a bookend to the 
village center, were important parts of the town’s mid-19th-century 
history. The larger house on the corner was the home of Dr. William 
Leavitt, the town doctor and a real estate developer. He built these 
houses plus three others around it as spec houses. They never sold, 
and he wound up leaving them to his family and nurse.

The small house next door had a more interesting life during that 
period. It started in the mid-1840s as a store, then as a pharmacy. 
There were no rules against doctors owning a pharmacy then, but 
then again most cures were alcohol-based solutions. Finally, in the 
mid-1850s, Dr. Leavitt’s sister Frances ran a school to train “young 
ladies.” Sometime in the 1860s, it was converted to a full-time home. 

The U.S. and Massachusetts census records do not show if “young 
ladies” attended the regular public schools or if that was a privilege 
limited to boys only. We also don’t know if this was a fine finishing school, instructing on domestic duties, or if it was 
a more advanced academic institution. The bet is on “domestic duties,” a more common subject area for girls then.

At that time the town had a large Irish immigrant population, working in the quarries and on the farms. Many of 
their children did not attend school but helped out at the farms. The school for young ladies most likely served the 
earlier, more prosperous, community members, preparing their daughters for a life as a homemaker and housewife. 

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge Historical Society before 
they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. E-mail info@weststockbridgehistory.org or  
call 232-4270. 

Photo courtesy of Bob Salerno.
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th WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

21 State Line Rd   |  West Stockbridge, MA 01266   |  In the new Town Hall
weststockbridgelibrary.org   |  413-232-0300 ext. 308

TUESDAY  10am-5pm | WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY  2-6pm |  SATURDAY  10am-2pm

Thanks to those who took time away from a beautiful spring Saturday to stop by our annual Library 
Week Open House. Our patrons enjoyed treats from Soma Catering, free book bags, and a chance at our 
spring raffle basket. Lucky winner TBA!

Reminder: Our new hours are Tuesday, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.;  
Wednesday-Friday, 2–6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 

 
Summer Preview

Ø	Our many local museums, gardens, and historic houses are gearing up for another 
great season. Thanks to the Friends of the Library, we offer day passes to a wide 
array of attractions. Pick up a brochure of our new pass program and member card requirements at the 
library.
Ø	Young readers up to grade 6 are invited to join our 2016 Summer Reading Program, July 5–August 5. 
Sign-ups start Tuesday, June 28. The theme centers on wellness, fitness, and sports. We’re teaming up 
with Berkshire Pulse Studios for a series of classes for young people and welcoming back acclaimed magi-
cian Scott Jameson. Complete calendar coming soon.
Ø	As in past years, we’re looking for students entering grades 7–10 to help in the library this summer. Jobs 
include assisting library patrons, shelving books, helping with the summer reading program, and more. 
Pick up an application at the library. 

New Additions

DVDs: Hateful 8, Star Wars: The Force Awakens, 99 Homes, The Revenant 

FICTION
Box, Off the Grid
Patterson, Cross Justice
Reeves, Work Like Any Other
Tidhar, A Man Lies Dreaming
White, Deep Blue
Winspear, Journey to Munich
Woods, Family Jewels

NONFICTION
Desmond, Evicted

Wagner, Backbone: Modern Man’s Ultimate Guide…
Power

JUST FOR KIDS
Leavy, O’Brien Book of Irish Tales
Nelson, If You Plant a Seed
Siddals, Compost Stew: An A-Z Recipe for the Earth
Stracynski, Superman: Earth One, Vol. 3
Walker, Winnie: The True Story of the Bear Who 
Inspired Winnie the Pooh

***************************************************************************
Ongoing

•	 Set up a CW/MARS online account by going to weststockbridgelibrary.org and clicking on the card catalog  
picture. Your personal account allows you to keep track of checkouts, requests, overdues and fees, pickup  
locations, renewals, and more. 

•	  You can borrow just about any library item across the state via the Commonwealth Catalog. If our library  
network C/W MARS does not have what you want, go to the Commonwealth Catalog (commonwealthcatalog.
org). 

•	 If you use an e-reader, explore the new statewide Commonwealth e-book Collections (CEC) at  
eBooks.masslibsystem.org. 

•	 Library Trustees board meetings are open to the public. The April meeting has been postponed to May 5,  
4:30 in the Community Room.

As always, we welcome suggestions on just about anything to improve our library.

Lee Appelbaum and Jodi Magner
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 Art at the West Stockbridge Library

May/June Artist: William Merelle
Sculpture in Marble and Stone  

by the Chef at Rouge

William grew up in the Pyrenees 
in a family with generations of 
artists. He attended culinary 
school at age 14 and worked 
among the best chefs in 
Bordeaux, Paris, and Provence.

In St. Victor Le Costa, where 
people come from all over the 
world to study masonry and 
architecture, he met his wife 
Maggie. Together they opened 
Rouge (c’est la couleur d’amour), now in its fifteenth 
year and drawing people from all over the country.

William shares his passion and art by offering cooking 
classes and creating natural art in his home and garden.

“Life is a great adventure, and our community is what 
makes the difference.”

The West Stockbridge Library
Town Hall

21 State Line Road/Route 102
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Scott Wilton
Restoration & Conservation
Fine Furniture & Interiors

P.O. Box 338
West Stockbridge, MA 01266 

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements 

varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

(413) 232-4349

Thank you for your continued support.  
Please “like” us on Facebook and  

visit muddybrookpta.com.

Next PTA Meeting

Monday, May 2, 3:45 p.m. at Muddy Brook 
 
Mud Day is Saturday, May 21 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Muddy Brook

Mud Day 2016 will be different from the last few 
Mud Days because we want to return to the original 
goals of the day. We want families, the school, and 
the area we live in to come together. We want our 
children to know what our environment has to offer 
and how to respect that. Mud Day 2016 will connect 
students and families to the outdoors through 
partnerships with local organizations. Participants 
will enjoy a day of learning how to explore the 
outdoors safely. In addition to the popular mud to 
play in, we will have activities such as knot tying, 
campfire songs, identifying plants and berries, and 
hiking, just to name a few. Please contact Heather 
at hsboyko@gmail.com if you would like to help 
with the festivities.

A chic and unique shop  
for affordable painted furniture  

and home décor. 
 

 

2 Albany Road  •  West Stockbridge MA  •  413 232 8501 

 

www.flourishmarket.com 

Wed & Thurs 11-3, Fri & Sat 11-5 
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   May Art Calendar 

Celebrate the Visual Arts in May 

 
Clark Art Museum: Sun., May 1, 10 a.m.–5 p.m.  You 
are free to carpool. See our Facebook page or 
kcarmean@gmail.com. 
 
Plein Air Sessions, Hancock Shaker Village: Mondays, 
10 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Show member card. RSVP: 
kcarmean@gmail.com. Bring everything you need.  
  
Meet the Artist: William Merrill,  Sculptor: Tues., 
May 3, 12:15–1:15 p.m., Rouge, 3 Center St., WS. 
RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com. 
  
Art Demonstration and Business Meeting: Wed., 
May 4, 5–7 p.m. Annual meeting including election of 
board of directors and any changes to the bylaws. 
West Stockbridge Town Hall, Community Room, 21 
Stateline Rd., Rte. 102, 0.2 miles west of Rte. 41. 
Demonstration by Adrian Holmes, watercolorist.  
RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com. 
  
Diana Felber Gallery opening: Sat., May 14, 11–6 
p.m., 6 Harris Street, WS. 
   
Positive Critique: Thurs., May 12, 4–6 p.m. Bring 2–3 
pieces of your art. 21 Stateline Rd., Rte. 102, WS. For 
required reading and RSVP: 
carolgkelly@hotmail.com. 
  
Photo Gathering: Sun., May 15, 3–5 p.m., Stanmeyer 
Gallery. Bring 3–5 photos or on USB or iPhone. 
http://www.edgemaster.com/Photo-Gathering. 
  
Field Trip: Ilene Spiewak, Painter: Tues., May 17, 5–7 
p.m. District Kitchen & Bar, 40 West St., Pittsfield. 
RSVP required: kcarmean@gmail.com. 
  
Art Book Gathering: Fri., May 20, 4–5:30 p.m. Share a 
favorite book, artist, process. Stanmeyer Gallery, 2 
Main St., WS. RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com 
  
Meet the Artist: Keith Emerling, Painter: Thurs., May 
26, 12:15-1:30 p.m. Six Depot, West Stockbridge. 
RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com 
 

Richmond-West Stockbridge Artists’ Guild 
www.rwsag.org and Facebook 

Recent Works 

William Merelle: In Marble 

Bernard Isaacson  

Marcelene Mosca  

Gary Schieneman: New England Winter 

Leslie Klein: Adornment  
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Parks & Recreation 
News

By Ginna Dudney

Spring has definitely sprung! The geese have returned to 
Card Pond, and the Battle for the Beach has commenced!

Since there was a measure of success last year, the tac-
tics used then will be repeated: swan decoys swimming 
(geese and swans are sworn enemies, and geese will not 
go where they see a pair of swans) and rope “fences” at 
the water line since geese will not cross them. But it was 
the efforts of a few hardworking neighbors who made it 
their business to clean up the beach that won the day. We 
hope they’ll do it again.

This month, resident Andrew Fudge has offered to truck 
several loads of fresh sand to the beach to ensure a safe 
surface for the kids to play.

The tennis net is up at Town Hall, and anyone interested 
in group lessons should contact the P&R Committee. 
Funds to complete the tennis court fence and add a fence 
at the basketball court/parking lot line have been request-
ed and are pending, as are funds to resurface the basket-
ball court this year. The Playground Project awaits word 
on the grant that was submitted by Mark Webber.

Last year, several cricket games were held on weekends 
on the playing fields at the Town Hall. This year discus-
sions are underway to repeat the cricket and to possibly 
add croquet, bocce, and any other group sport that resi-
dents would like. But volunteers are needed to organize 
these functions. If you’re interested, drop a note to ws-
pandr@gmail.com or stop by the next meeting on Tues-
day, May 10, at 5:30 p.m. in the Board Workroom at the 
Town Hall.

West Stockbridge Parks & Recreation Committee  
is exploring the community’s interest in  
having tennis lessons available at the  
Town Hall tennis courts. 

If you’d like to sign up for adult or child  
group lessons, call 917.209.0926 or  
email wspandr@gmail.com  

If enough residents express interest,  
classes will be arranged. 

tennis anyone?

  Birthdays & Anniversaries

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? To be sure your 
listing gets in the Local Yokel, please send it in by the 15th 
of the month before the desired issue each year. 

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238,  
West Stockbridge MA 01266  
or by e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org

5/3   Mike & Liz DiGrigoli,  
 52nd Anniversary

5/3 Daniel Epstein, Happy 66!

5/12 Lisa Parker

5/28   Melissa Seward

Pick up  
a copy

FREE  
AS ALWAYS  

at these locations  
around town:

Berkshire Bank 
Charles H. Baldwin & Sons 

Flourish Market
Library

No. 6 Depot
Public Market 

Queensboro Wine & Spirits
Town Hall

Transfer Station

Or you can choose  
to have the  
Local Yokel  

mailed to you for a  
minimum annual  

contribution of $25. 

Outdoor distribution boxes: Baldwin Hardware, The Floor Store,  
& the Shaker Dam Coffeehouse and Stanmeyer Gallery

Lo
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Town Government Offices and Hours
Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;Sat. by appointmentBoard of Health Fri. 9am-4pm
Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pmBuilding Inspector Tues. 4-7pm
Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pmConservation Commission Leave a message for inquiriesFire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pmHighway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pmPolice Department 24 hours, 7 days a week
Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/weekWindow: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noonTown Accountant Leave a message for inquiriesTown Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noonTown Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pmTown Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.govThe Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300Town Clerk

ext. 300Town Collector ext. 302Board of Assessors ext. 303Library
ext. 308Building Inspector ext. 313Board of Health ext. 314Treasurer
ext. 316Accountant
ext. 317Board of SelectmanAdministrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338
Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195Police Department(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500
Fire Department (Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200
Highway Department 413-232-0305Transfer Station 413-232-0307Sewer Plant 413-232-0309Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315Council on Aging 413-232-4317Post Office 413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City
ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remainanonymous.
� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokelto me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it upmyself.

�

Donate $30 or more and 
get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

Every issue costs us about $1,000 to print and distribute!
Please help us keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news, 
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue 
to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations 
as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, 
Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please 
check with your employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.

o Yes! I want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of $ ____________________________

made payable to WSLY.

_______________________________________________________________________
Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments)

_______________________________________________________________________
Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent)

_______________________________________________________________________
City                                                                      State            Zip

Check any that apply:

o  I would like my contribution to remain  
anonymous.

o  Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to  
me. Save the postage; I’ll pick it up myself.

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Donate $35 or more and  

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

o   No Thanks, please don’t send  

me a sticker
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office
Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;

Sat. by appointment

Board of Health
Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department Leave a message any time

Library

Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;

Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department 24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office
Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week

Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk
Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector
Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:

www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory

Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300

Town Clerk
ext. 300

Town Collector
ext. 302

Board of Assessors
ext. 303

Library
ext. 308

Building Inspector
ext. 313

Board of Health
ext. 314

Treasurer
ext. 316

Accountant
ext. 317

Board of Selectman

Administrative Assistant
ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338

Town Hall Fax
413-232-7195

Police Department

(Non-Emergency)
413-232-8500

Fire Department 

(Non-Emergency)
413-232-4200

Highway Department 413-232-0305

Transfer Station
413-232-0307

Sewer Plant
413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315

Council on Aging
413-232-4317

Post Office
413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 

Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town

news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail

each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at

selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of

_______________, 

made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City

ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel

to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up

myself.

�

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

Kevin Holden Inc.
Tree Trimming & Removal
Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
www.khtree.com

A Little About Us:  Established in 1976, we have been  
in the art and science of tree care for over 36 years.  
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety  

for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care 
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property 
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

	 n	Stump Removal n	Tree Removal
	 n	Land Clearing n	Tree Pruning
	 n	Cabling & Bracing n	Tree & Shrub Fertilization
	 n	Crane Rental n	Storm Damage Clean-up

All Types of Tree Work Insured

Member International Society
(New England Chapter)

ISA Certified Arborist

NE 6430A
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Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300 • Fax 232-7195

Animal Control John W. Springstube 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1–5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Board of Health John Olander 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., or by appt.

Board of Selectmen
 
   Administrative Assistant

Earl B. Moffatt, Peter 
Skorput, Curt G. Wilton
Mark Webber   232-0300 ext. 319 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.  

8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Tues. 4–7 p.m.

Conservation Commission Jennifer Kujawski,  
Lori Rose

232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Peter Skorput 232-4200 (non-
emergency)

Mon. 6:30–9 p.m.

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Lee Appelbaum 232-0300 ext. 308  Tues. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs., 
and Fri. 2–6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.; 
closed Sun. & Mon. 

Police Department Tom Rubino 232-8500 (non-
emergency)

24 hours,  
7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.; 7 days/week; 

Window:  Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.;  
Sat. 9 a.m.–12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30–4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3–6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Transfer Station Edward McGrath 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and  
Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Tree Warden James Hallock 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov • Community and Business Website: weststockbridgetown.com

SeanJohn Landscaping

LAWN MOWING • FALL CLEAN-UPS
TREE REMOVALS • DRAINAGE

HOUSE CHECKING
PLOWING & SANDING

free estimates by appointment

call sean 413-329-8200
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   William Merelle 

Meet the Artist 

William 
Merelle: 

 
Sculptor in Marble 

and Stone 
Chef  at Rouge 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, May 3 
 

12:15–1:30 p.m. 
 
 

West Stockbridge 

Richmond-West Stockbridge 
Artists’ Guild  

www.rwsag.org and Facebook 

Join William Merelle on Tuesday May 3 at Rouge West Stockbridge from 12:15-
1:30 pm for an informal viewing of his wonderful sculptures. You will be able to ask 
him questions. We will have an informal lunch together afterwards at a nearby café. 
RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com. 
 
William grew up in the Pyrenees in a family with generations of artists! He attended 
culinary school at 14 and worked among the best chefs in Bordeaux, Paris and 
Provence.  In St. Victor La Coste, where people come from all over the world to study 
masonry and architecture he met his wife Maggie. Together they opened “Rouge! C’est 
la couleur d’amour,” now on its fifteenth year drawing people from all over the 
country. Willliam shares his passion and art by offering cooking classes and creating 
natural art in his home and yard. “Life is a great adventure and our community is what 
makes all the difference.” 
 
 

Opening May 14

 Donor Roll Call ~ May
Jeffrey Berger  

Mike & Liz DiGrigoli  
John Fülöp Assoc., Architects

Lynn Kindred  
Tom & Kathryn Lobasso  
George & Betty Naventi  

Helen Nolan  
Larry Pratt  

Bob Salerno & Margie Skaggs  
John & Eileen Tremblay  

West Stockbridge Farmers 
Market  

Anonymous: 1 
Thanks to everyone who has donated 

to WSLY. We couldn’t do it without your 
support! Keep the Local Yokel coming. Please 

send your gift today!  
(See response form on page 23.)
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The Local Yokel 
Needs You!

Would you enjoy being part 
of the team that produces 
this free monthly newsletter 
serving our community, 
now in its 10th year of 
publication?

Call John Parker at  
(413) 298-0052 or e-mail  
info@thelocalyokel.org

5/2 Muddy Brook PTA meeting 3:45 p.m. Muddy Brook Elementary School
5/2 Annual Town Meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices Gymnasium
5/4 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
5/5 Library Trustees meeting 4:30 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
5/8 Mother’s Day
5/8 Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast 7–11:30 a.m. W.S. Congregational Church Social Hall
5/9 Annual Town Election 10 a.m.–7 p.m. Town Offices Gymnasium
5/10 American Legion 7 p.m. Town Offices
5/10 COA Potluck Luncheon 12 noon Town Offices Community Room
5/10 Parks & Recreation Committee meeting 5:30 p.m. Town Offices Board Work Room
5/11 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
5/11 Friends of the Library meeting 3:30 p.m. Town Offices Board Room
5/15 *** Deadline for the Next Local Yokel *** send to info@thelocalyokel.org
5/15 Grange Dinner 1–2 p.m. Stockbridge Grange
5/16 Board of Selectmen meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices
5/18 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
5/21 Mud Day 8 a.m.–5 p.m. Muddy Brook Elementary School
5/21 W.S. Congregational Church Bake Sale 9:30–noon In front of Baldwin’s Extracts
5/25 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room
5/27 W.S. Chamber Players Spring Concert 6 p.m. 1854 Town Hall
5/30 Memorial Day




