
Local Yokel 
(n.) a country folk living in a quaint neighborhood community

West
Stockbridge 

October 2018

Can you guess these doors from in and around downtown?

Go to thelocalyokel.org for the answers!

S e r v i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  s i n c e  2 0 0 5

Doors of West Stockbridge
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Board of Selectmen Meeting Minutes
[Editor’s note: This is the text of the official minutes of the meetings, lightly edited for clarity, length, and format. Copies of the official board 
minutes are available at the West Stockbridge Public Library. Board of Selectmen meetings can be viewed on the town’s Spectrum cable local 
access channel. Residents can receive notification by e-mail of town events and meeting agendas by subscribing at http://weststockbridgema.
virtualtownhall.net/subscriber].

July 16, 2018

Open Meeting. Quorum present: Bernie Fallon, Chair; Doane Perry; Peter 
Skorput. Also attending: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. Press 
present: Berkshire Record.

Board reviewed and approved previous meeting minutes as presented. 
Board reviewed and approved warrants payable.

Bernie Fallon opened the regular meeting and announced the meeting was 
being broadcast live on the Charter/Spectrum local access TV channel 
190. He also referred to the Open Meeting law and stated that the board, 
although it welcomes the public, is here to conduct the town’s business 
and will stay focused on that business. Unsolicited input from the 
audience is distracting. Bernie added that public input is always welcome 
and appreciated, but not while the board is deliberating on an issue.

Other Business/Discussion/Action Items:
•	 Resident and past Zucchini Festival organizer Marge Powell remind-

ed the board that August 11 has been set for a Community Picnic 
to be held on the grounds of the Village School/Town Offices. She 
noted there will be local food vendors, games, events, and a band. All 
are welcome, but it will be a quieter affair than the Zucchini Festival. 
Board fully supports the event and thanked Marge for her volunteer 
efforts.

•	 Bernie thanked resident John Fulop for initiating the Swap Shop 
discussion. Although a custom-built structure to house a swap shop 
would be ideal, the board would like to start off more modestly with 
a preconstructed building, costing approximately a third less. A 12 × 
30-foot structure could be purchased and delivered for approximate-
ly $8,000 that would leave ample funds to install a concrete slab, 

shelving, and other features. As a brand-new venture, Bernie would 
prefer to start the process cautiously and expand or adjust as future 
use dictates. Board instructed Mark Webber to finalize the ordering 
of a building. Board thanked Transfer Station attendant Wayne Coo-
per for his research and enthusiasm.

•	 Bernie discussed the Board of Health agent position and noted an 
oversight was made in his appointment. Documents recently pro-
duced show that, per Massachusetts General Laws and vote of the 
elected Board of Health, that board is the appointing authority for its 
agent, not the Board of Selectmen. Accordingly, the board’s previous 
action on Board of Health agent Earl Moffatt is void, and the Board 
of Health’s appointment stands.

•	 Board had a general discussion on downtown parking. For several 
weeks, Queensboro Package had placed a handmade “parking for 
package store customers only” on the sidewalk in front of one of the 
lined Main Street parking slots in front of the store. Board confirms 
there are no dedicated parking spots on Main Street other than for 
handicapped parking. No permission was sought for or granted for 
this sign; the store owner will be so informed. Board discussed other 
Main Street store owners displaying goods on the town sidewalks. 
Again, permissions to do so were neither sought nor granted. The 
building inspector will address the issue. Board discussed temporary 
event and political signs on town property. Board granted the High-
way Department authority to remove any and all nonpermitted signs 
located on town property.

•	 Board discussed implementing 20-minute parking limits on sections 
of Main Street. Board decided to place 20-minute limit parking signs 
in the area of the Public Market and Queensboro Package. Board  

...continued on page 5
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 October History Quiz Question:
Even though West Stockbridge is a small rural town, it spawned a number of interesting 
people of national renown. The first, Elijah Williams, our early major landowner and 
developer, had a statewide reputation in the late 18th century. By the 19th century, our 
town provided nationally important citizens such as Daniel Spencer (Mormon Church), 
Charles Boynton (Howard University), and Anson Clark (daguerreotype photography). 

But locally prominent people also played major roles in the development of the town, its 
physical nature and character. One person stands out as either the most, or one of the 
most, major players in the late 1800s, James S. Moore. How did he affect West Stockbridge? 

(F ind the answer  somewhere in  th is  i ssue ! )

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge  
Historical Society before they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. 
E-mail info@weststockbridgehistory.org or call 232-4270.

Pick up  
a copy

FREE  
AS ALWAYS  

at these locations  
around town:

Berkshire Bank 
Charles H. Baldwin & Sons 

Flourish Market
Library

No. 6 Depot
Public Market 

Queensboro Wine & Spirits
Town Offices

Transfer Station

Or you can choose  
to have the  
Local Yokel  

mailed to you for a  
minimum annual  

contribution of $25. 

Outdoor distribution boxes: Baldwin Hardware, The Floor Store,  
& the Shaker Dam Coffeehouse and Stanmeyer Gallery
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Halloween Events
Wednesday, October 31

Trick-or-Treating: 4–6 p.m.
Parade: 6:15 p.m.

Beginning by the Post Office and marching down Depot 
Street, over the bridge, down Main Street, and ending  
at the Congregational Church. 

Halloween Party: 6:30–8 p.m. 
At the Congregational Church with 
costume judging at 7 p.m.

Obstacle Course: 7:30 p.m. 
Presented by the West Stockbridge 
Police Department on lawn  
next to church.
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acknowledged that enforcement would be impractical; the town 
is not going to hire a parking officer for the limited occasions that 
downtown parking is at a premium. But the signs should send a mes-
sage and help the Main Street merchants who rely on quick in-and-
out customers.

•	 Resident Wayne Cooper asked why nonservice dogs are allowed 
in stores, particularly those that serve food. He was referred to the 
Board of Health.

July 30, 2018

Open Meeting. Quorum present: Bernie Fallon, Chair; Doane Perry; Peter 
Skorput. Also present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. No press 
present.

Board reviewed and approved previous meeting minutes as corrected. 
Board reviewed and approved warrants.

Bernie Fallon opened the regular portion of the meeting and announced 
the meeting was being broadcast on local access Channel 190. He stated 
the chief of police was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. Accordingly, he 
will attend the next meeting to delivery his monthly report.

Other Business/Discussion/Action Items

•	 Highway Superintendent Curt Wilton delivered his monthly report 
including these items: roadside mowing is taking place with two 
mowers going each day. All town roadsides are mowed twice a year; 
department is continuing with ongoing gravel road maintenance; 
20-minute parking signs for specific Main Street areas have been 
ordered and will arrive and be mounted in the next 2 weeks; Great 

Barrington Road continuation paving project will have a bid opening 
on August 20; work will be concluded this fall; Highway Department 
crew is doing preliminary work on the road in preparation for the 
resurfacing project.

•	 Curt discussed recent vandalism at the Card Pond beach area. He 
sought board approval to remove 11 of the large evergreens along 
Route 41 that screen the beach area from public view. Permission 
will also be required from Mass Department of Transportation that 
owns the property. The trees to be removed stand between the two 
street lights and are hiding a third directional light pointed toward 
the pond. Removing the trees will give the police an unobstructed 
view of the area and may help deter ongoing vandalism and improve 
public safety. Board agrees with the plan.

•	 Mark provided the board with a Swap Shop update. The shed has 
been ordered. Curt is speaking with a concrete contractor to install a 
slab foundation and a conduit for future electric. Shed should arrive 
in 4 to 6 weeks. The town will need to fit the shed out with shelving 
and other fixtures to accommodate the Swap Shop items.

•	 Bob Salerno, Finance Committee chair, discussed current and future 
town debt scenarios, specifically the Village School debt that will be 
paid off in 2020. When that debt is retired, the associated annual debt 
appropriation of approximately $150,000, or a portion thereof, might 
best be continued as an appropriation and placed in a trust fund to 
lessen the impact of future debt obligations such as the pending high 
school building project. Board agreed with the concept.

Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries ...continued from page 3

...continued on page 7

& -Tree and Brush Removal 
-Tree Pruning 

-Stump Grinding
-Plowing & Sanding

-House Checking/Caretaking
-Drainage & Driveway Repairs

-Lawn & Field Mowing
-Fall & Spring Cleanups

-Building & Maintaining Gardens
-Firewood

JT
Landscaping 
Tree Services

Fully Insured  -  Free estimates

413-329-8200
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Your  

Local Yokel  
Needs You!

Do you enjoy writing or photography? 
We need regular and occasional contributors.

Or just have a few hours a month?
We need help with distribution and mailing.

Call John Parker at (413) 394-4368,  
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or  

visit www.thelocalyokel.org  
for more information.

Join our team of dedicated 
volunteers today!

Wisdom Lodge
A.F. & A.M.

Chartered June 13, AL5803

“Open House Invitation”
The public is cordially invited to attend 

an “Open House” at the
Masonic Building

3 Hotel St., West Stockbridge, Ma

Saturday, October 20, 2018

Apple Pressing at the Johnson Barn
Saturday, October 13, Noon to 5:30 p.m. (Rain date Sunday) 

170 Great Barrington Road (Rte. 41), West Stockbridge

Look for the apple sign by the road!

We will be pressing fresh cider, so bring a container and take some home. Enjoy the cider; hot dogs, 
chili, and donuts; great music by the Zydeco Hillbillies; hayrides (kids must be accompanied by 
adults); and a display of restored antique farm equipment including probably the oldest operating 
gasoline engine in the county. Admission and food are free; all donations go to support the 
Community Health Association. Photo by Frank Landsberger
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•	 Bernie led a discussion on a tax title property located at 16 State Line 
Road. The town is now able to schedule an auction of the property. 
Updated figures will be obtained from the town collector and treasur-
er to show exactly what the town is owed, including associated legal 
fees and outstanding town utility charges. Board agreed unanimously 
to schedule an auction immediately after an additional 30-day period 
from tonight’s meeting to provide the last owner of record one final 
chance to redeem the property.

•	 Board will invite the owners of Troy’s Garage to their August 6 meet-
ing for a discussion of the property’s Class II and III auto licenses. 
Bernie noted that each auto license holder in town will be called in 
for a review of their licenses, and each will be dealt with on a case-
by-case basis but with certain standards applied across the board. 

•	 Board and town collector discussed the status of the West Stock-
bridge Sportsmen’s Club and the need to refile a corrected tax title 
taking of the property to eventually sell the property at auction and 
return the property to the tax rolls.

•	 Peter Skorput asked the board to consider changing the board’s meet-
ing night from Mondays to another night. Board agreed to consider 
a change this fall.

•	 Resident Lynn Ryan of Lenox Road spoke about the neighborhood’s 
growing concerns with speeding traffic, particularly at the bottom 
section of the road. Board had a general discussion about placement 
of the existing speed warning signs there and the need for increased 
police presence. Board will discuss the matter further with the chief 
of police at their next meeting.

August 6, 2018

Open Meeting. Quorum present: Bernie Fallon, Chair; Doane Perry; Peter 
Skorput. Also present: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. No press 
present.

Board reviewed and approved previous meeting minutes. Board reviewed 
and approved weekly warrants.

Chief of Police Marc Portieri gave his monthly report to the board. Chief 
gave a breakdown of speeding tickets issued and on which streets and 
states he is being proactive on speeders. Bernie Fallon asked that patrols 
be increased on Lenox Road in response to residents’ concerns. Doane 
Perry asked about recurring vandalism at Card Pond. Chief responded that 
specific incidents are being investigated. He has suspects, and criminal 

charges may be issued shortly. Board thanked the chief for attending the 
meeting.

Bernie opened a discussion on Troy’s Garage Class II and III town-issued 
annual auto licenses. Bernie noted this topic was first discussed at a board 
meeting in March, attended by 30 to 40 interested citizens. The board has 
been in ongoing conversation with the D’Aniello family (Troy’s Garage 
owners) since that time and has conducted research and consulted with 
town counsel and the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
regarding the licensed property. Bernie stated that Troy’s licenses are 
the first that the board is addressing, but all issued Class II and III auto 
licenses will be reviewed before their January 1 renewal date. 

Bernie described the history of Troy’s Garage, noting it has been in 
business continuously for approximately 100 years back when the owners 
were selling Model T’s. He stated that the Class II (used cars) and Class III 
(junk cars) language needs to be clear and concise to be properly enforced. 
Bernie stated that the board intends to do what’s best for both Troy’s and 
the public at large. 

Mark Webber stated that he requested and received all available records 
from the DEP regarding the Troy operation. Additionally, Mark had a 
meeting recently with a member of the Springfield DEP staff who had 
just conducted another site visit to Troy’s. Mark stated that, according to 
DEP, there are no current or past violations regarding pollution or spills 
affecting the site, and more specifically the Shaker Mill Pond. Mark added 
that anyone can request and obtain the same DEP records for verification. 

Bernie acknowledged there are ongoing property disputes between Troy’s 
and abutters, but the board will not act as the arbiter over property lines. 
The board will focus and be clear on what activities will be allowed 
on Troy’s licensed premises only. Bernie read aloud the board’s letter, 
dated today, which will become the amended Troy’s Class II and Class 
III licenses through December 31 of this year. All Class II and III auto 
licenses are reviewed and acted on for renewal annually during December.

Doane stated he was urged to run for the board by retiring selectman 
Curt Wilton who offered his advice on how to address used and junk 
car licenses: focus on the terms of the licenses and make them clear and 
concise. Now the board has developed clear and enforceable license 
conditions that will be revisited annually.

Peter stated he would like the recently installed stockade fence removed 
from the Gennari property that runs parallel to Albany Road and is 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries ...continued from page 5

...continued on page 9
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A new occasional feature with tidbits of information that  
readers may find useful. Readers are also invited to send items  

for consideration via our website, www.thelocalyokel.org.

1.  The library has a Kindle that can be borrowed just like a book. See Library News on 
page 12 for more information.

2.  A box outside of the police station in the Town Offices is available 
for disposal of unneeded prescription drugs—pills, salves, drops, 
and so on. The one thing you cannot put in the box is needles. It is 
recommended that you either remove the paper labels on pill bottles 
or use a Sharpie pen to black out personal information. (Medications 
placed in the box are delivered to Pittsfield where they are burned.)

3.  A new building at the Transfer Station will serve as a swap shop where 
our no-longer-needed treasures will be safe from the elements. It’s not yet 
ready for operation, but stay tuned.

Did y� kn�...?

Concerned about your 
Infant or Toddler’s development?

Call PDC SOUTH today & we’ll  
set up an appointment to come 
to your home to talk with you  

about any concerns you might have.  

Trained therapists offer evaluation &  
home visits to eligible children.
Dept. of Public Health Certified  

Early Intervention Program.

We’re located at:  
924 S. Main Street in Great Barrington.

You can reach us at: 413-717-4083.
www.pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

Preparing the finest Vietnam-
ese cuisine in the Berkshires 

for more than 30 years! 
Experience our heritage and 

hospitality in the comfort  
of our warm and inviting 

dining room, or take home. 
We also have an extensive 

vegetarian menu.

Seek your own treasures 
among our collection of 
imported hand-crafted 

Vietnamese lacquer, lanterns, 
tableware, silk clothing,  
accessories and antique  
pottery in our retail shop  

“Out of Vietnam.”

vegetarian menu.

3 Harris Street     West Stockbridge     413.232.4204
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screening Troy’s licensed Class II auto display area. Chris Gennari, 
property owner, along with his siblings, said that if progress is made 
by Troy’s in cleaning up the area and conforming with the new terms 
of the license, then, with the consent of his siblings, he would consider 
removing the fence. Chris noted there has been a history of encroachment 
on his property by Troy’s, and he’d like it to stop. He particularly wants 
the vehicles stored on his property, next to Soma’s, removed right away. 
Troy’s agreed to get them removed.

Bernie noted the town will do some follow-up research on the fence and 
property lines where it was installed.

Mark noted that the used and junk car licenses are reviewed and issued 
annually by the selectmen. The board has the authority to place any 
and all reasonable conditions on those licenses. There is no so-called 
grandfathering attached to past practice or licenses. If the board is not 
satisfied with adherence to the terms of issued licenses, they have full 
authority not to renew them.

Abutting property owner Kardin Rabin thanked the board and all present 
for a thoughtful and productive session.

Other Business/Discussion/Action Items

•	 Bob Powell gave the board an update on this coming Saturday’s first 
annual Community Picnic.

•	 Mark provided the board with an updated amount due in past taxes 
and associated costs for a tax title property located at 16 State Line 
Road. The current amount owed is $19,425.60.

•	 Board chose to lock in heating oil price for coming heating season as 
opposed to letting it float. The lock-in price for town buildings will 
be $2.33 per gallon.

•	 Board approved temporary signs at various locations around town to 
advertise an upcoming event at the Old Town Hall.  

August 20, 2018

Open Meeting. Quorum present: Bernie Fallon, Chair; Doane Perry; Peter 
Skorput). Also attending: Administrative Assistant Mark Webber. No 
press present.

Board reviewed and approved previous meeting minutes. Board reviewed 
and approved weekly warrants.

Bernie Fallon announced the bid opening for both cold in-place recycling 
of Great Barrington Road and asphalt paving of the road. He made a 
motion, seconded by Doane Perry, to close acceptance of the bids. Vote 
taken, 3-0, in favor to close further acceptance of bids.

Bernie read the bid notices as they appeared in the July 30 Berkshire Eagle, 
from Lane Corp., HMA Contracting, Palmer Paving, DelSignore, and 
Gorman Group, which the board will take under advisement and refer to 
Highway Superintendent Curt Wilton for his review and recommendation. 
Board will announce the bid awards at their next meeting.

Other Business/Discussion/Action Items

•	 Bernie thanked Marge Powell for her considerable efforts in organiz-
ing this past Saturday’s first annual Community Picnic. Bernie noted 
that the event reintroduced residents and others to the town’s great 
facility at the Village School. The bands were great, food was plenti-
ful, and the variety of games were enjoyed by all. It’s a shame that 
the weather didn’t cooperate. Doane also thanked Marge for her ef-
forts and added that he enjoyed the event. Marge thanked everyone 
involved for their support and asked the board if they would endorse 
a similar event next year. Board enthusiastically approved.

•	 Board and resident Larry Tonini discussed a cancelled utility pole 
hearing originally scheduled for this meeting. It was determined the 
issues with a single pole siting have been resolved; Larry is satisfied 
with the new placement. He expressed concern that National Grid 
has not removed a brush pile as promised.

•	 Doane requested the board engage in a discussion about considering 
adopting the Community Preservation Act and noted that the town of 
Richmond is now considering adopting the act. Mark Webber noted 
that the topic has been raised in the past and failed to gain support. 
Bernie recommended this would be a topic for the newly formed Vi-
sion Committee. Doane agreed.

•	 Bernie reflected on a good meeting two weeks ago regarding Troy’s 
Garage and their auto licenses and noticed that slow but continuous 
progress is being made at their location; he hopes they stay on track.

•	 Mark informed the board that town counsel and National Grid have 
revived discussions, as of last week, on the town meeting approved 
purchase of National Grid property adjacent to the post office run-
ning down Moscow Road. Mark added that the town may have to 
seek an additional appropriation if the cost of required testing and 
transfer costs exceed the $10,000 appropriated.

Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries ...continued from page 7

Kevin Holden Inc.
Tree Trimming & Removal
Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
www.khtree.com

A Little About Us:  Established in 1976, we have been  
in the art and science of tree care for over 40 years.  
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety  

for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care 
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property 
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

	 n	Stump Removal n	Tree Removal
	 n	Land Clearing n	Tree Pruning
	 n	Cabling & Bracing n	Tree & Shrub Fertilization
	 n	Crane Rental n	Storm Damage Clean-up

All Types of Tree Work Insured

Member International Society
(New England Chapter)

ISA Certified Arborist

NE 6430A ...continued on page 11
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The Community Health Association of Richmond and West Stockbridge

OCTOBER FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE 2018
The Community Health Association of Richmond and West Stockbridge is offering free flu shots for 
eligible residents older than 19 years in both communities. For information about influenza, visit the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website, www.cdc.gov/flu. 

COMMUNITY HEALTH ASSOCIATION WEST STOCKBRIDGE OFFICE

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9–10 a.m.
except major holidays

WEST STOCKBRIDGE TOWN OFFICES COMMUNITY ROOM

Thursday, October 4, 5–7 p.m.
Thursday, October 18, noon–2 p.m.

RICHMOND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Every Thursday: 9–10 a.m. (except major holidays)
Tuesday, October 2, noon–2 p.m.
Wednesday, October 17, 5–7 p.m.

RICHMOND LIBRARY

Tuesday, October 23, 5–7 p.m.

                                        
For more information, contact Emilie Jarrett, RN, BSN.

Community Health Association of Richmond and West Stockbridge
21 State Line Road, PO Box 368
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
Tel.: 232-0122 
Emilie@charws.com 

Please send your Birthdays & Anniversaries to the Local Yokel.  
We are happy to include them in the next issue.

The Local Yokel,  P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266, e-mail to info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit www.thelocalyokel.org
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Queensboro
Wine & Spirits

26 Main Street ~ West StocKbridge ~ 413-232-8522

250 Carefully Curated Wines
180 Varieties of Beer

Locally sourced and from around the world 

15% discount on case wine mix and match

Monday to Saturday 9:30am - 9:00pm
Sunday Noon - 6:00pm

queensborowineandspirits.com

•	 Board will meet again next on September 5 and switch their normal 
meeting night from Monday to Wednesday thereafter.

September 5, 2018

Open Meeting. Quorum present: Bernie Fallon, Chair; Doane Perry. Peter 
Skorput unable to attend. Also present: Administrative Assistant Mark 
Webber. No press present.

Board approved previous meeting minutes with grammatical corrections. 
Board reviewed and approved warrants.

Other Business/Discussion/Action Items

•	 Based on recommendation from Highway Superintendent Curt Wil-
ton, Bernie Fallon made a motion to award the Great Barrington Road 
paving and cold in-place recycling to the low bidders: Gorman Group 
for cold in-place recycling at $6.91/sq. yd. and DelSignore Paving 
for bituminous paving at $67.00/ton in place. Doane seconded the 
motion. Vote taken, 2-0 in favor. Contractors will receive letters of 
award instructing them to contact the highway superintendent to dis-
cuss scheduling, mobilization, and other project details.

•	 Mark Webber informed the board that he has visited Troy’s Garage 
on several occasions to monitor and discuss progress on adhering to 
the following compliance deadlines per their amended Class II and 
III auto licenses as signed by the board at their August 20, 2018, 
regular meeting: October 4, 2018, for Class III junk car license and 
October 19, 2018, for Class II used car license. Mark added that the 

holders of Class II and III auto licenses located at 44 Great Barrington 
Road will be asked to attend the board’s September 19, 2018, regular 
meeting to have a general discussion about their licenses. Following 
a discussion and review of those licenses, the board will also invite 
William Kie to a meeting to discuss his Class II and III auto licenses  
at a future regular board meeting.

•	 Mark informed the board that he had a conversation with Planning 
Board chair Dana Bixby regarding the Planning Board’s progress on 
presenting a marijuana zoning bylaw before the December 31, 2018, 
moratoria deadline. Dana felt confident the Planning Board will have 
a draft copy to present to the selectmen for review in a few weeks, 
and the Planning Board members were hopeful they could present a 
final version to town meeting before the December deadline.

•	 Board reviewed and approved a sign permit application for Shaker 
Dam Coffee House as presented because it is in compliance with 
zoning bylaw signage regulations.

•	 Mark informed the board that the town’s annual audit conducted by 
Thomas Scanlon Associates was completed and distributed to the 
town clerk, town accountant, town treasurer, town collector, and Fi-
nance Committee.

•	 Finance Committee has set a tentative meeting date of September 21, 
2018, at 3 p.m.  o

Board of Selectmen Meeting Summaries ...continued from page 9
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th WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

21 State Line Rd   |  West Stockbridge, MA 01266   |  In the Town Offices 
weststockbridgelibrary.org   |  413-232-0300 ext. 308

TUESDAY  10am-5pm | WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY  2-6pm |  SATURDAY  10am-2pm

Greetings to all from the library! We have a lot of news to share with you for this beautiful month of 
Fall. Looking back on the summer, here’s a picture of Adam Boscarino (right), our multitalented summer 
volunteer, enjoying a chess game in the library alcove with a friend (#analog-gaming-can-be-fun). 

Staffing News
We were very lucky to have Vicky Cooper working at the library over the summer, and the great news is that 
she has agreed to continue to work with us. Stop in and see her on Fridays and Saturdays.
We also have Brad Havill working one shift per week. He is a master’s degree student at Simmons University, so he’s bringing the 
latest knowledge of library sciences for us to absorb while he’s with us.
And we are thrilled to have Bobby Clady-Giramma volunteering on Friday afternoons. Bobby is a student in the Berkshire Hills 
District, and he is donating his time after school. Besides assisting with all library operations, Bobby is offering walk-in one-on-
one help with electronic devices. For anyone from an experienced user to a cautious newcomer to all things online, come on in 
with your questions, and Bobby will do his best to help!

Library Kindle 
As many of you may recall, the library has a Kindle device available for loan. Use your library card number 
to borrow and download an eBook to the Kindle, or read any of the books that are preloaded. This would be a 
great way to try out the device. We are glad to help you get started.

Computer Instruction
Our talented volunteer Bill Biggs is standing by to lead two new Microsoft Windows workshops. We have 
several students ready to learn more about Excel and others for an introduction to Windows 10. Please call 
if you’d like to join either of these classes.

Art Appreciation
Every day is a day to appreciate the beautiful pieces on display at the library, and we were gifted with 
another beautiful mobile during the summer, shown here being installed by the endlessly generous artist 
himself, Joel Hotchkiss. Things are always looking up at the library (pun intended), thanks to Joel!

NEW ADULT FICTION
Murakami, Colorless Tzukuru Tazaki and  
  His Years of Pilgrimage
Williams, Bloody Royal Prints
 
NEW NONFICTION
Barron, Lessons from the Miracle Doctors
Dean, Making Habits, Breaking Habits
Finkel, The Stranger in the Woods
Schlett, A Not Too Greatly Changed Eden
 
NEW JUVENILE AND YA FICTION
Chmakova, Brave
Greenwald, My Life in Pink and Green
Grimes, Bronx Masquerade
Passmore, Your New Black Friend and Other Stories

Seidler, A Rat’s Tale
Telgemeier, Drama
 
NEW JUVENILE NONFICTION
McClelland, Ultimate Slime Guide
Sibley, The Lord of the Rings Official Movie Guide
 
NEW PICTURE BOOKS
Ives, Five Little Ducks
Marlow, Hurry Up and Slow Down
Marsh and Ward, Way Out in the Desert
Spohn, Dog and Cat Shake a Leg
 
NEW JUVENILE AUDIOBOOKS
Nelson Mandela’s Favorite African Folktales

******************************************************************
•	 All Library Trustees Board meetings are open to the public. Please check our website for October’s meeting date and time. 

•	Day passes to our year-round attractions are available at the library thanks to the Friends of the Library and the West  
Stockbridge Cultural Council.

•	 As always, we welcome suggestions on just about anything to improve our library.

 —Rachel Alter
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 Donor Roll Call  

October
 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who has  

donated to WSLY.  

We couldn’t do it without  

your support!  

Keep the Local Yokel coming.  

Please send your gift today!  

(See response form on page 21.)

The Friends of the West Stockbridge Library donate 
books that are left over from their annual book sale 
to many nonprofit organizations. If you are associ-
ated with a nonprofit that can use some books, we 
would like to share ours with your group. Please 
contact Carol Kuller at carolkuller@gmail.com to 
arrange for a book pickup.

******************************

Friends of the West Stockbridge Library 
Scrapbook Corner

1.  What building in West Stockbridge had solar power units 
installed by EOS Ventures in 2010?

2.  West Stockbridge resident Mike Kirchner was getting 
ready for his first visit to what country in 1970?

3.  The prospect of a charter school in South County sent 
what through the Berkshire Hills? 

4.  Which neighborhood was locally known as the “Gold 
Coast”?

******************************

FREE BOOKS FOR KIDS
The Friends of the West Stockbridge Library will offer free books 
for kids at the Farmers Market Spooktacular on October 4 from 
3 to 6:30 p.m.

Answers: 1. The new Town Offices; 2. Vietnam; 3, shock waves;  
4. West Center Road

Lawrence J. Bernstein, MD 

Susan & Dan D’Alessandro 

Jim & Rosemary Dellea 

Jerry Elias & Cecily Patton 

Martha Hamilton 

Pam & Phil Lockenwitz 

Joseph Rock 

Carole O. Sanders 

Mary K. Stodden 

Molly & Chris Vreeland 

Louise Wasserberg 

Emilie Wilber,  
in loving memory  

of her mom & dad,  
Joseph & Helen Tremblay 

Anonymous: 1

Advertise here, just $3.00  
for first ten words  

and 10 cents for each  
additional word

Mail ads to The Local Yokel at P.O. Box 238,  
West Stockbridge, MA 01266,  

e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org,  
or visit www.thelocalyokel.org for info.
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A dollar and a dream! 
Photo by Robin Schmitt

It’s Official:  
The Rooster Will Crow On

After a season of uncertainty, nail biting, restructuring, tap dancing, 
and just plain hoping, it’s been decided that the market will return 
for season 8 in 2019. Sarah and Peter Thorne and Jaylyn Olivo and 
Dale Flecker have confirmed their commitment to keeping the market 
running and will join the winter planning team of Terry Jo Dixon and 
Ginna and Roland Dudney to bring it back bigger and better than ever.

So many of the elements we loved about the market had to be elimi-
nated this year due to lack of help—Fun with Kids, Kids’ Carnival, 
Everything Apple, and Popcorn on Sale. We now can look forward to 
additional promotion, an ongoing search for new and different ven-
dors, and warm and fuzzy additions to be added.

So enjoy the Spooktacular, and stock up your pantry for the long win-
ter. Expect the unexpected again, and don’t miss it!

A dollar and a dream! 

Friends of the West Stockbridge 
Library will once again be distribut-

ing free books for children at  
the Spooktacular on October 4. 

Photo by Roland Dudney

The Market 
Rooster is ready 
to crow. Photo 
by Peter Cohen

Get them while you still can! Photo by Robin Schmitt

Volunteers  

are needed  

for the Spooktacular

Flexible schedules

If you can help, call (917) 209-0926 or e-mail 

WSfarmmarket@gmail.com
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October Events
•		Kindergarten Potluck:	 Tuesday,	
October	9,	5:30–7,	at	Muddy	Brook	
Elementary	 School	 in	 the	 cafeteria.	
Meet	 other	 kindergarten	 students	
and	 their	 families,	 mingle	 with	 the	
kindergarten	 teachers,	 and	 enjoy	 a	
potluck	dinner.	

•	 PTA Meeting:	Wednesday,	October	17,		
6–7:30,	at	Muddy	Brook	Elementary.	
Child	care	will	be	provided.	

•		Campfire	Night:	Friday,	October	19,	
6–8,	Muddy	Brook	playground.	Come	
and	roast	s’mores,	sing	campfire	songs,	
and	 hike	 by	 moonlight	 and	 head	
lamps	 at	 our	 third	 annual	 campfire	
night!	 (Check	our	Facebook	page	for	
rain	date.)

Rewards for Muddy Brook
Clip	 and	 save	 Box	 Tops	 coupons	 from	 more	
than	 330	 participating	 products	 including	
Annie’s,	 Nature	 Valley,	 Cheerios,	 Cascadian	
Farms,	Ziploc,	Lysol,	and	more.	Each	coupon	is	
worth	10	cents	when	redeemed.	Last	year	we	
earned	 over	 $2,000	 in	 Box	 Tops	 alone,	 and	
we’re	 hoping	 to	 exceed	 that	 this	 year!	 Mail	
Box	Tops	to	Muddy	Brook	Regional	Elementary	
School	PTA,	318	Monument	Valley	Road,	Great	
Barrington,	MA	01230.

Please	join	fellow	parents	and	teachers		
in	making	this	year	very	special	for	the	
students	of	Muddy	Brook.	Like	us	on		
Facebook	for	other	upcoming	events:		

https://www.facebook.com/
muddybrookelempto

Thank	you	for	your	continued	support!	

West Stockbridge Cultural 
Council Invites Grant  
Proposals for 2019

The WSCC has set an October 15, 2018, postmark deadline for local 
organizations, schools, and individuals to apply for 2019 state grants 
that support cultural activities in our community. 
The WSCC is part of a statewide network of local cultural councils 
serving all 351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth. In West Stock-
bridge our priorities are to provide a variety of cultural resources for 
our diverse community from preschoolers to senior citizens. 
Our grants can support many kinds of cultural projects and activities 
including performances, lectures, school programs, workshops, and 
festivals. Subsidies may also be available for school-age children to 
attend cultural field trips to local museums and other cultural sites. 
The council typically grants a total of $4,000 to $4,500 annually.
For specific guidelines and complete information on the West Stock-
bridge Cultural Council, contact Marjorie Powell at ladyeasland@
gmail.com or 232-0222. Application forms and more information 
about the local Cultural Council program are available online at www.
mass-culture.org/lcc_public.asp (click on “application process”).  
Application forms are also available at the West Stockbridge Town 
Offices and Library.
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  Birthdays & Anniversaries

Did we miss your birthday or anniversary? To be sure your 
listing gets in the Local Yokel, please send it in by the 15th 
of the month before the desired issue each year. 

The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238,  
West Stockbridge MA 01266,
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org,
or visit www.thelocalyokel.org

10/5  Stan & Sandy Kleiner  
50th Anniversary

10/9 Emilie Tremblay Wilber

10/16 Bruce Lin

10/25 Mary Alpert

10/28 Bella Viola

10/30 Maureen O’Brien

The Community Health Association and the West Stockbridge Council on Aging

invite you to join us for a dinner and lecture with Laurence D. Cohen, M.D.

“The Agony of Da Feet: 
Everything You Need to Know About Foot and Ankle Problems”

Cost: $10 per person for the buffet-style dinner catered by The Marketplace

No charge for attending the lecture only

When: Thursday, October 11, 5–7 p.m.

Where: St. Patrick’s Church Parish Center, Route 41, West Stockbridge, MA

~Reservations are Required~

When making your reservation, please indicate if you are planning to join us for both the dinner and 
lecture or the lecture only.
Contact: Emilie Jarrett: Tel.: 232-0122; e-mail: emilie@charws.com
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On the Home Front
By Thom Lipiczky 
On the Home Front
By Thom Lipiczky

I’m always fond of humorist Dave Barry’s reminder that “Wood has been the preferred house building material for centuries because it 
not only rots but also burns.” This is why this little piggy is building his house out of concrete and Styrofoam! More on Styrofoam next 
month.
Since our last report on our excellent adventure (our new house), we’ve gotten the hole dug, footings set and poured, foundation walls 
erected, and footing drains installed. In conventional house building, the foundation would be a poured concrete wall. A concrete sub-
contractor typically assembles the wall by hoisting in place plywood forms over the already poured footings. The forms are hooked 
together with metal wales and locked in place. Then the concrete truck arrives and pours the liquid slurry of concrete between the forms 
that hold the slurry until it hardens, or cures, at which point the forms are removed. Then the outside of the concrete wall is waterproofed 
(yes, concrete absorbs and releases water) and insulated on the outside. 
Our plan for the new house was to make it as well insulated as possible, so we chose to use insulated concrete forms (ICFs) for our foun-
dation wall for the lower level. ICFs have been around for more than 20 years, and recent improvements make them an excellent choice. 
Measuring 48 inches long by 16 inches high, each ICF block interlocks with those above and below, much like Legos, to form a solid 
wall. The width of the form is determined by the desired thickness of concrete placed between the walls, made of 2½-inch-thick Styro-
foam. We chose to use 8 inches of concrete, so the total thickness of the form is 13 inches. 
For strength, steel reinforcing (rebar) is placed in the heavy-duty plastic webs that hold the two sides of the form together at 6-inch in-
tervals. Rebar is placed horizontally and vertically every 16 inches. Specially formed blocks provide rigid corners. The result is a solid 
easy-to-assembly wall that provides an insulating value of R-22. This compares with an R-value (measurement of heat transference) of 
less than 2 for an uninsulated concrete wall. Concrete is not a good insulator! But it is an amazing material nonetheless.
For literally thousands of years (think the Roman Coliseum), a mix of 
lime, sand, other aggregates, like crushed stone, and water have been 
made into a slurry that hardens quickly (and continues to harden over 
time) into a strong, rigid material—like liquid stone. 
Modern concrete uses Portland cement as the binder that when mixed 
with water creates a chemical reaction. It sets up a matrix, locking 
whatever aggregate—usually stone crushed to ½ or ¾ inch in size—
together. Depending on how it’s finished, concrete can have a very 
smooth surface when cured, lately even being used in kitchen coun-
tertops.
So now we have a frost wall (short wall that is deeper than the 48-inch 
depth of frost hereabouts) as well as a tall wall for the back of the 
lower level, we’re awaiting the concrete slab for the floor. Then on to 
the framing!

Thom, Arthur, and Jeff, the concrete pump operator,  
pouring the wall. Photo by Mike Wilser
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The Local Yokel meets 
the 21st Century!  
Visit our website for past issues, plus  
information about how to support your  
West Stockbridge community newsletter,  
submit material for publication, advertise,  
contact us, and more!

thelocalyokel.org

Richmond Cultural Council  
Seeks Grant Applications

Proposals from organizations, schools, and individuals applying for grants that support cultural activities in the community 
are due by October 15, 2018. 
These grants can support a variety of artistic projects and activities in and around Richmond, MA, including exhibits, 
festivals, field trips, short-term artist residencies or performances in schools, workshops, and lectures. 
Previously funded projects include scholarships to the Berkshire Children’s Chorus, the 2015 Richmond/West Stockbridge Fine 
Art Show, the Fall Festival of Shakespeare, as well as various field trips and art programs at Richmond Consolidated School.
Grant application forms and more information about the Local Cultural Council (LCC) program are available online at 
http://www.mass-culture.org/lcc_public.aspx. Although the online application is strongly suggested, application forms can 
be downloaded and are also available at the Richmond Town Hall, the Richmond Library, and the Richmond Consolidated 
School. Please be sure to complete and sign each application and answer all the questions on the RCC cover sheet. For 
specific information on the RCC, contact Sandra Flannery at smflann@ix.netcom.com. 
The RCC is part of a network of 329 LCCs serving all 351 cities and town in the Commonwealth. The LCC program is the 
largest cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands of community-based projects in the arts, sciences, and 
humanities every year. The state legislature provides an annual appropriation to the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state 
agency, that then allocates funds to the community.
Contact: Catherine Gamberoni; (413) 698-2882; OL4eyes@gmail.com
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  Community News & Events  

Send your notices for Community News & Events to  
The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266,  

e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit thelocalyokel.org.

Community Health Association
Blood pressure clinics are held Mondays and Wednesdays, 9–10 a.m., at the CHA office at the West Stockbridge Town  
Offices. For more information, contact Emilie Jarrett, RN, at 232-0122.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
On Sunday, October 14, the Stockbridge Grange will serve a family-style stuffed breast of chicken dinner in the Grange 
Hall at 51 Church Street, Stockbridge, from 1 to 2 p.m. Cost $12 adults, $6 under 12, and under 5 free. Takeouts available, 
298-3185. 

Council on Aging Potluck
The Council on Aging will meet in the Community Room at the Town Offices for our monthly potluck luncheon at noon 
on Tuesday, October 9. We’ll be looking for you!

West Stockbridge Congregational Church
The Annual Harvest Dinner will be held on Sunday, October 21, with seatings at 4:30 and 6:15 p.m. The meal will feature 
turkey with all the trimmings, apple pie, and coffee/tea/apple cider. Adults $12, children under 12 $8. Raffle prizes, 50/50. 
At the West Stockbridge Congregational Church, 45 Main Street. Call 232-4256 for tickets; credit cards accepted. 
The monthly bake sale will be held on Saturday, October 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in front of Baldwin’s Extracts.
Anyone wishing to volunteer to help with this year’s town Halloween festivities (for example, setting up decorations, 
making snacks, running a game during the party, etc.) should contact Cait Graham at wscongregationalchurch@gmail.com  
or (413) 329-6095.
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  History Quiz Answer:

Hunts remedy, sold by Moore Drug Store. 
Courtesy of Bob Salerno

During the post–Civil War period through the early 1920s, James S. 
Moore was like the character in the 1983 Woody Allen movie Zelig, who 
was involved with, or present at, every major development in town. 
Born in 1842, he was old enough to enlist in the Civil War in the 49th 
Mass. (the southern Berkshire regiment formed in West Stockbridge), 
survived, and returned to town in 1863. He married Emma Nicholson, 
from a local prominent merchant and quarrying family, and they had 
two daughters. 

By 1867, James opened up the first drugstore in town in the space 
housing the Equator antique shop. That first building burned in the 
major town fire of 1876, and Moore rebuilt in its present form. He had 
a reputation for selling goods that are “purely pure,” a real credit in the 
pre-FDA age of alcohol- and opium-laced pharmaceuticals. (See the ad 
for Hunt’s Remedy.) James operated the drugstore for 40 years, and 
during that time he became very involved in local activities. 

The list of his civic activities is impressive: state representative, town 
selectmen, treasurer, town clerk, School Committee, Fuel Committee, 
and postmaster. Commercially, he was even more active as director 
of the East Mountain Water Company, Miners Savings Bank, and the 
Hudson and Berkshire Railroad. He started the first telephone company 
in town in 1904. 

Moore’s real impact came with his real estate activities. He bought and/or held mortgages on over 67 properties 
in town. His position as pharmacist had him in contact with everyone in the community. Moore bought a number 
of these properties from survivors/heirs of recent deaths. (There’s a great opportunity for conspiracy theory or 
a mystery novel here.) He even became licensed to sell insurance in 1917. It’s likely he had his hand in or knew 
about every piece of real estate in town.

The Moore family lived at 6 Stockbridge Road and called the house “Elmcote.” It was originally his father-in-law’s 
house. As part of James’s real estate dealings, he bought up much of the flat farmland across the street, behind 
the current houses lining Stockbridge Road. In 1908, he converted the farmland into a space for outdoor church 
services, town picnics, and installed a community tennis court, our first park. 

James Moore died in 1929, our longest living Civil War veteran.

Scott Wilton
Restoration & Conservation
Fine Furniture & Interiors

P.O. Box 338
West Stockbridge, MA 01266 

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements 

varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

(413) 232-4349
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Town Government Offices and Hours
Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;Sat. by appointmentBoard of Health Fri. 9am-4pm
Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pmBuilding Inspector Tues. 4-7pm
Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pmConservation Commission Leave a message for inquiriesFire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pmHighway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pmPolice Department 24 hours, 7 days a week
Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/weekWindow: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noonTown Accountant Leave a message for inquiriesTown Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noonTown Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pmTown Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.govThe Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300Town Clerk

ext. 300Town Collector ext. 302Board of Assessors ext. 303Library
ext. 308Building Inspector ext. 313Board of Health ext. 314Treasurer
ext. 316Accountant
ext. 317Board of SelectmanAdministrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338
Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195Police Department(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500
Fire Department (Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200
Highway Department 413-232-0305Transfer Station 413-232-0307Sewer Plant 413-232-0309Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315Council on Aging 413-232-4317Post Office 413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City
ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remainanonymous.
� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokelto me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it upmyself.

�

Donate $30 or more and 
get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

Every issue costs us about $1,300 to print and distribute!
Please help us keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news, 
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue to you 
(unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations as long as 
possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please check with your 
employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.

o Yes! I want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of $ ____________________________

made payable to WSLY.

_______________________________________________________________________
Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments)

_______________________________________________________________________
Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent)

_______________________________________________________________________
City                                                                      State            Zip

Check any that apply:

o  I would like my contribution to remain  
anonymous.

o  Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to  
me. Save the postage; I’ll pick it up myself.

o  Yes, please do send me    
a YKL Bumper Sticker for  
my donation of $35 or more.

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;

Sat. by appointment

Board of Health
Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector
Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station
Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department
Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department
Leave a message any time

Library
Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;

Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department
24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office
Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week
Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant
Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector
Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer
Thurs. 9am-4pmOfficial Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:

www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone DirectoryTown Hall Main Number
413-232-0300

Town Clerk

ext. 300

Town Collector

ext. 302

Board of Assessors

ext. 303

Library

ext. 308

Building Inspector

ext. 313

Board of Health

ext. 314

Treasurer

ext. 316

Accountant

ext. 317

Board of SelectmanAdministrative Assistant
ext. 319

Conservation Commission
ext. 338

Town Hall Fax

413-232-7195

Police Department(Non-Emergency)
413-232-8500

Fire Department (Non-Emergency)
413-232-4200

Highway Department
413-232-0305

Transfer Station
413-232-0307

Sewer Plant

413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard
413-232-0315

Council on Aging
413-232-4317

Post Office

413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 

Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town

news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail

each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at

selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of
_______________, made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City

ST
Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY
P.O. Box 238West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel

to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up

myself.

�

Donate $30 or more and get a YKL Bumper StickerFREE!

MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE, 
COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES
MARKETING AND SELLING BERKSHIRE, 
COLUMBIA AND LITCHFIELD COUNTIES

TIM LOVETT   JEN HARVEY     
SUSAN LAIDLAW   CLAUDIA CRANE 
CHRISTIAN DECKERT   ROBIN BAN   TOM LYNCH   
BARBARA SCHULMAN   FIN HANLEY   RUSS STEIN
JACKSON LISCOMBE   JANE LARKWORTHY      
DEBORAH LEVINSON   JONATHAN HANKIN   
SELISELINA LAMB   GARY LAZARUS   MONTE LEVIN

12 RAILROAD ST   GREAT BARRINGTON MA

TIM LOVETT   JEN HARVEY     
SUSAN LAIDLAW   CLAUDIA CRANE 
CHRISTIAN DECKERT   ROBIN BAN   TOM LYNCH   
BARBARA SCHULMAN   FIN HANLEY   RUSS STEIN
JACKSON LISCOMBE   JANE LARKWORTHY      
DEBORAH LEVINSON   JONATHAN HANKIN   
SELISELINA LAMB   GARY LAZARUS   MONTE LEVIN

12 RAILROAD ST   GREAT BARRINGTON MA

BERKSHIRE PROPERTY AGENTS LLC

413 528 6800

BERKSHIRE
PROPERTY
AGENTS.COM SMART SERVICE 

AND TARGETED 
MARKETING MAKE 
US A TOP-SELLING 

REAL ESTATE 
AGENCY
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Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Offices Main Number 413-232-0300 • Fax 232-7195

Animal Control John W. Springstube 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1–5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Board of Health Earl Moffatt 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., or by appt.

Board of Selectmen
 
   Administrative Assistant

Bernie Fallon, Peter 
Skorput, Doane Perry
Mark Webber   232-0300 ext. 319 Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.  

8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Tues. 4–7 p.m.

Conservation Commission Jennifer Kujawski,  
Lori Rose

232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Peter Skorput 232-4200 (non-
emergency)

Mon. 6:30–9 p.m.

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Rachel Alter 232-0300 ext. 308  Tues. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs., 
and Fri. 2–6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.; 
closed Sun. & Mon. 

Police Department Marc Portieri 232-8500 (non-
emergency)

24 hours,  
7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.; 7 days/week; 

Window:  Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.;  
Sat. 9 a.m.–12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30–4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3–6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Transfer Station Wayne Cooper 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and  
Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Tree Warden Andrew Fudge 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov • Community and Business Website: visitweststockbridge.com

The Floor Store

12 Main Street West Stockbridge, MA
232-7175

www.the-floorstore.com

Come get floored by 
the floor store! We 

have a wide selection 
of carpet, tile, 

hardwood, bamboo, 
vinyl, tile, and so 

much more!
We have been flooring 

people since 1983!
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   March Art Calendar 

Celebrate the Visual Arts in March 

Tea with the Masters: Wed. March 2, 12-200pm 
Viewing of an artist’s work or demonstration on 
DVD or other media. David Hockney.  Bring lunch. 
Tues. March 29, 4-6pm. For location and RSVP: 
kcarmean@gmail.com 
  
First Fridays Artswalk: Fri. March 4, 5-8pm 
Pittsfield, www.firstfridaysartwalk.com   
  
Clark Art Museum: Sun. March 6, 10am- 5pm First 
Sundays free admission. To carpool with others, 
see our FaceBook page or kcarmean@gmail.com 
  
Coffee as Muse: Artist Reception/Party: Sun. 
March 6 3-5pm Six Depot, West Stockbridge (WS) 
  
Positive Critique: Thurs. March 10, 4-6pm Bring 2-
3 pieces of your art. West Stockbridge Town Hall, 
21 Stateline Rd. Rt. 102, WS. For required reading 
and RSVP: carolgkelly@hotmail.com 
  
Photo Gathering: Sun. Mar. 13, 3-5pm Stanmeyer 
Gallery. Bring 3-5 photos or on USB or iPhone. 
http://www.edgemaster.com/Photo-Gathering 
  
Book Gathering: Fri. March 18, 4-5:30pm. Share a 
favorite book: artist, process. Stanmeyer Gallery 2 
Main St. WS. RSVP:  kcarmean@gmail.com 
   
Snap Seminar: Using Instagram: Sat. March 19, 1-
3pm at Stanmeyer Gallery, 2 Main St. WS. RSVP: 
kcarmean@gmail.com 
 
Model Session: Tues. March 22, 5:30-8:30pm. 
Sessions for beginners to experts with a live 
model. $15 RSVP: carolgkelly@hotmail.com 
   
Meet the Artist: Anne Auberjonois: Painter and 
Designer: Wed. March 23, 12:15-1:30pm Six 
Depot, WS. RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com 
 
Meet the Artist: Morgan Bulkeley: Painter and 
Sculptor. Wed. March 30, 12:15-1:30pm. Six 
Depot, WS. RSVP: kcarmean@gmail.com 
 
 

Richmond-West Stockbridge Artists’ Guild 
www.rwsag.org and Facebook 

October Art Calendar 

Celebrate the Visual Arts in October 2018 

See a demo, watch other artists, work till noon, then join us 
for lunch followed by a positive critique for helpful 
suggestions. Bring your supplies & lunch. We recommend a 
NARM level membership.       Creating Art Outdoors 
M: Hancock Shaker Village, Meet at picnic tables. 
T:  Great Barrington: Great Barrington: Downtown, Riverwalk, Bard 
College at Simon’s Rock,  
W: Stockbridge: Berkshire Botanical Garden. Town center and other 
Stockbridge locations 
Th: The Mount. Meet in lower parking lot by 9:30. 
F:   Lenox: Lilac Park, Library Park, Eastover: Sign in at Mansion and 
other Lenox locations 
Sa: West Stockbridge, meet at parking lot across from Post Office. 
TurnPark, Shaker Mill  
Su: Norman Rockwell Museum grounds.  
See FaceBook “Berkshire Plein Air” at 8 am for daily update 
 
Figure Painting, Open Studio Tuesdays in October 2-5pm .IS 
183, Stockbridge. $20 members, $25 nonmembers. Bring 
your supplies. RSVP 413-298-5252x100.  
  
Art seminars and Business Meeting. Wed. Oct. 3, 4:00pm. 
Demo Thea Baker: Pastel. RSVP BerkshireArtists@gmail.com 
5-6:30. Guild Meeting to plan. Community Room Town Hall, 
21 Stateline Road (Route 102) West Stockbridge (WS) 
 
Meet the Artist: Amy Butterworth, Ceramics. Wed. Oct. 10. 
12:15-1:30, Six Depot Roastery/Café  in W. Stockbridge 
  
Positive Critique. Th. Oct. 11 , 4-6pm.Bring 2-3 pieces of your 
art. WS Town Hall. RSVP required and reading 
 
Photo Explorers. Join Carole Quinn on Fri. Oct. 12 at 8:30 am. 
at Cakewalk 56 Main St. , Lee. Explore at Tyringham Valley 
together. Join Plein Air later. 
 
Members Potluck. Oct. 14, 5 p.m.-7:30 p.m. In West 
Stockbridge.  Bring main dish, hors d’oeuvres or dessert for 
ten and what YOU want to drink. Partners welcome. RSVP 
 
Artist to Artist Open Studio. Wed. Oct. 17 , 6:-9pm. Bring art 
you want to finish, get advice, try out a new process or 
technique. Informal chance to do art together for fun! WS 
Town Hall, 21 Stateline Road. Rt. 102. You must rsvp: 
 
Berkshire Photo Gathering. Sun. Oct 21, 2-4 p.m. $5. 
Berkshire South Regional Comm. Center, 15 Crissey Road,GB 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 Put Photos on website to share. 
 
Meet the Artist: Julie Edmonds, Painter, Thurs. Oct. 25 
Both 12:15-1:30, Six Depot Roastery/Café  in W. Stockbridge 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Guild of  Berkshire Artists 
RSVP: BerkshireArtists.org  

BerkhireArtists@gmail.com See Facebook 

Recent Works in Artists Studio Tours 
 

Mark Mellinger 

Diane Firtell 

Karen Dolmanisth  

Rose Tannenbaum Kerry Hamilton 

Marcelene Mosca 

    Amy Butterworth 
Meet the Artist 2018 

 
Amy  

Butterworth 
 

Potter 
 
 
 

“I feel like I have just 
barely scratched the 
surface of  pottery!“ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed. October 
10 

12:15-1:30 pm 
 

Six Depot, 
  

West Stockbridge 
 

Guild of Berkshire Artists 
www..BerkshireArtists.org 

BerkshireArtists@gmail.com 
Facebook and BerkshiresArt 

Join Amy Butterworth on Wednesday October 10 at Six Depot, West Stockbridge 
from 12:15-1:30 pm for an informal discussion over lunch. You will be able to ask her 
questions. RSVP: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544a5a72ca7fa7-meet 
 
“I have been working with clay for over 10 years and with each passing year have 
become more and more entranced by its possibilities. Most of my pieces are 
functional but I seem to be wading into purely visual territory.  
 
On a recent trip to the coast of Maine I was struck by the beauty of the weathered 
cabins and brightly colored towels and quilts strung from the clotheslines. That led 
to a series of small clay houses (complete with clotheslines!) attached to driftwood 
and rocks that had been beautifully shaped by the surf. I’m also drawn to little 
critters that can sit happily on a window sill or mantel.  
 
There are endless possibilities and directions in any form of art. I feel like I have just 
barely scratched the surface of pottery!.“ 

    Julie Edmonds 
Meet the Artist 2018 

 
Julie  

Edmonds 
 

Painter 
 
 
 
 

“The more you look, even if  it is 
at a photograph, the more you 

see.” 
 

‘I get energy from what is in 
front of  me.’ 

 
“For me painting is a unique 

experience, an energetic act -- with or 
without results. The process is key.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Th. October 25 
12:15-1:30 pm 

 
Six Depot, 

  
West Stockbridge 

 

Guild of Berkshire Artists 
www..BerkshireArtists.org 

BerkshireArtists@gmail.com 
Facebook and BerkshiresArt 

Join Julie Edmonds on Thursday October 25 at Six Depot, West Stockbridge from 
12:15-1:30 pm for an informal discussion over lunch. You will be able to ask her 
questions. RSVP: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090544a5a72ca7fa7-meet 
“For me painting is a unique experience, an energetic act -- with or without results. 
The process is key. At my best, I approach an idea or the subject with a new mind, 
feeling it’s a new beginning. I don’t know what will happen but want to be open to 
new directions that might come up as the work progresses. I expect that the subject 
(that I already have a feeling for) will speak to me in some new way. I get energy 
from what is in front of me – a person I have a feeling about, or a landscape I am 
learning more and more about. I may already be in love with the subject – but there 
is always a new looking, a new appreciation, a new awareness, a new love. The more 
you look, even if it is at a photograph, the more you see. I want to explore in painting 
– that new vision.” 
“Paint is my language, construction my principal, but the subject is always my 
inspiration. My goal is to express through painting a link between what is seen to 
what is felt. Integrating non-visual ideas -- whether they are spiritual, intellectual, or 
emotional -- with painterly ones can produce a resonance that is experienced as 
beauty. Many artists have inspired me, but I mostly revisit Lucien Freud, Alice Neel, 
David Hockney, Van Gogh, Cezanne and the marvelous painters of the Renaissance.“ 
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10/3 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

10/4 Farmers Market/Spooktacular 3–7 p.m. Merritt Green

10/4 Board of Health meeting 6:30 p.m. Town Offices

10/8 Columbus Day

10/9 Council on Aging Luncheon 12 noon Town Offices Community Room

10/9 American Legion meeting 7 p.m. Town Offices

10/10 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

10/11 CHA/COA Dinner & Lecture 5–7 p.m. St. Patrick’s Church Parish Center (Rte. 41)

10/12 Chuck Kennedy: Photographing the Obamas 6 p.m. Old Town Hall, 9 Main Street

10/13 Apple Pressing at Johnson Barn Noon–5:30 p.m. 170 Great Barrington Road (Rte. 41)

10/14 Grange Dinner 1–2 p.m. Grange Hall, 51 Church Street, Stockbridge

10/15 *** Deadline for the next Local Yokel *** send to info@thelocalyokel.org

10/17 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

10/20 W.S. Congregational Church Bake Sale 9:30 a.m.–2 p.m. In front of Baldwin Extracts

10/21 W.S. Congregational Church Harvest Dinner Seatings at 4:30 and 
6:15 p.m.

West Stockbridge Congregational Church 
45 Main Street

10/24 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

10/31 Knitters & More 2–4 p.m. Town Offices Community Room

10/31 Halloween:

     Trick or Treating 4–6 p.m. Downtown area

     Parade 6:15 p.m. Begins at Post Office

     Halloween Party 6:30–8 p.m. West Stockbridge Congregational Church 
45 Main Street

     Obstacle Course 7:30 p.m. On lawn next to Congregational Church

October 2018

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access  .   

thelocalyokel.org




