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May - Sept, Summer Online Art Show: 
More details coming soon on our site. 
Visit www.berkshireartists.org for more info.

May 3 & 17, Procrastinator’s Challenge!, 
10-11am. GBA members can join Diane Firtell 
for a jumpstart on their creative productivity 
via Zoom.

May 10, Collage & Mixed Media Workshop, 
1-3 p.m. Join Marion Grant for Collage & 
Mixed Media online using Zoom. 

May 11 & 25, Positive Critique, 7:30-8:30 
p.m. Join Michele Caplan for a positive 
critique session for Guild members via Zoom.

May 23, Berkshire Photo Gathering, 2-4pm. 
Online. See following webpage for more 
information: berkshirephotogathering.com
/online-meetings

May 27, Art Book Gathering, 9:30-11am. 
Share a favorite book: artist, or process. 
RSVP: berkshireartists@gmail.com

TUESDAYS, Snapseed Workshop, 
1:30-2:30pm. Work on mobile photo editing 
with others via Zoom.

TUESDAYS, Demo or Seminar, 3pm. Watch 
an artist demonstrate their creative process 
each week via Zoom.

Art Together: Join GBA artists together 
online using Zoom.
WEDNESDAYS, 9 - 11:30am 
WEDNESDAYS, 6:30 - 8:30pm 
FRIDAYS, 2 - 4:45pm 

FRIDAYS, Meet the Artist, 5 - 6pm. Join a 
different artist each week to gain an insight 
into their processes and art. 

May Art CalendarMay Art Calendar
Guild of  Berkshire Artists | BerkshireArtists.org  | infoberkshireartists@gmail.com| BerkshireArtists.org  | infoberkshireartists@gmail.com 2021

Don’t miss out on some of our inspiring weekly 

programs and special presentations this month!

West Stockbridge Grange  
Plans Award Presentation

By Stuart Shapiro, President, 
West Stockbridge Grange #246

The West Stockbridge Grange #246 will present the  
National Grange Community Award to Lisa Parker at the 
Stockbridge Grange Hall, located at 51 Church Street, 
Stockbridge, on May 10 at 6:30 p.m.

The grange is grateful to her for many years of service 
to the town of West Stockbridge. She 
is responsible for planting and caring 
for the beautiful gardens and planters 
in public spaces around town, mak-
ing it an inviting place to visit.

The short ceremony is open to the 
public; all her friends are welcome to 
honor her.

Old Town Hall containers.
Photo by John Parker

Route 41 planting.
Photo by Lisa Parker

Post Office container.
Photo by John Parker
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2021 Annual Town Meeting and Town Election: 
What You Need to Know

There will be a special town meeting before the annual town meeting this year.
Both the special town meeting and the annual town meeting will take place at the Town Offices 
on May 3, rain or shine. The meeting will be outdoors, and voters will remain in their cars. Only 
registered voters can attend (it is OK if parents bring along their children in the car). As voters 
arrive, workers will check people in and hand them their Town Report and warrant and a bright- 
colored card for voting. Voters will receive instructions on how to listen to the meeting on an FM 
station on their car radio. Police will direct parking in the lot facing the gym, where there will be a platform with the clerk, 
Select Board members, moderator, and town administrator. The meeting can be heard via a microphone as well as the broadcast 
on car radios. To vote, participants will display their card outside their car window.
The special town meeting has one article: to allow the 2020 annual town meeting article for $6,000 gear racks for the Fire 
Department to be used as part of its general equipment. 
The annual town meeting will begin right after that vote on the equipment. Copies of both warrants are available on  
the town website, https://www.weststockbridge-ma.gov/home/news/2021-annual-town-meeting-and-annual-town-election-
information. Town reports will be handed out to voters as they arrive at the meeting. They will also be available a week later 
at the town election and at the Transfer Station.
The annual town election will be held in the Town Offices in the gym on Monday, May 10, from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m. Early 
voting ballots for the election will be available by mail. If you would like a ballot mailed to you, please visit the Town Clerk 
page of the town website and print an Early Voting ballot application, located in the blue tabs on the left-hand side. Complete 
the application, and mail to the town clerk or place in the drop box to the left of the main door at the Town Offices. The town 
clerk will then mail the ballot to you. The ballot can be returned by placing it in the drop box or mailing it back to the clerk.

If you have any questions, please contact Town Clerk Ronni Barrett at  
232-0300, ext. 300, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:30 to 4 p.m. 

As of the time of publication, no additional candidates had come forward. 
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Annual Town Budget &  
Warrant Highlights FY 2022

To the Townspeople of West Stockbridge: 
The best news about the FY22 budget you are being asked to approve is that it is only 0.9% higher than the FY21 
budget. This reflects the work done by all town departments to try to hold their budgets flat to FY21, plus the 
very uncommon occurrence of a 3.2% decrease in the town’s required contribution to the FY22 Berkshire Hills 
Regional School District budget. This decrease has helped offset increases in nondiscretionary budget items, 
such as retirement plan contributions, solid waste transfer, health insurance, and contracted services, as well as 
discretionary budget increases that will expand and improve town services.

I believe this budget strikes a reasonable balance between fiscal restraint in a challenging economic environment 
and responsible incremental spending necessary to ensure the continuity of services we all expect the town to 
provide.

As you review the articles in the town meeting warrant, you may find a few that aren’t exactly self-explanatory. I 
selected three that I think fall into that category and have provided an explanation in the notes below. I hope this 
helps.

Roger Kavanagh, Select Board Chair

Article 11: 
This article asks the townspeople to add a new bylaw that governs the creation and operation of a Community 
Preservation Committee. This committee will administer the West Stockbridge Community Preservation Fund. 

Article 12: 
This article asks the townspeople to amend the current general bylaws covering the issuance and renewal of class 
I, II, III (new/used/junk) vehicle business licenses. The amendment adds language about compliance with, and 
enforcement of, the bylaw. 

Article 14: 
This article asks the townspeople to authorize the Select Board to request special legislation that will permit Fire 
Chief Steve Traver to work as the West Stockbridge Fire Chief past the mandatory retirement age of 65. Approval 
will enable the Select Board to request the same special legislation that has already been approved for Chief 
Traver in the town of Richmond. 
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Select Board Special Meeting Minutes
Meeting via Zoom

March 1, 2021
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Roger Kavanagh, Select Board 
Chair, Eric Shimelonis and Kathleen Keresey, Se-
lect Board Members, and Marie Ryan, Town Ad-
ministrator. 
Other Attendees: Police Chief Marc Portieri, Po-
lice Officer Brandon Messina and Public Works 
Director Curt Wilton 

Roger called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM.
Eric made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 27, 2021, 
February 1, 2021 and February 16, 2021, seconded by Kathleen.
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes  Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Town Administrator Updates:

• No further responses have been received for the request for com-
munity input in regards to the draft Host Community Agreement 
that is posted on the website.

• The draft of the amended Town bylaw Chapter 240 Vehicles and 
Traffic has been submitted to Town Counsel for review.

Appointment of Brandon Messina as Full-Time Officer: 
Eric made a motion to appoint Brandon Messina as a full-time Police 
Officer, seconded by Kathleen. 
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes  Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Card Lake Inn Parking Lot: 
Roger stated that a resident submitted a complaint to the Board about 
residents of the Card Lake Inn apartments using the Town owned 
parking lot on Main Street instead of their own upper parking lot be-
hind the building.
After discussion, the Board asked Marie to write a letter to remind the 
residents that there is Winter Parking Ban in which they may use the 
municipal parking lot but need to remove their vehicles in a timely 
manner for plowing to be completed. Marie will respond to the com-
plainant as well. 
Select Board Speak:
Roger informed the board that the Regional School District Planning 
Board was notified that they have been awarded the full $125,000 
grant they applied for. This award will decrease the requested amount 
from each member town. The Town will receive a letter stating the 
new requested amount.
Eric stated that the USDA Rural Development grant he has been 
working on, if awarded, will be 15% of the purchase price for the new 
Fire Chief vehicle and the DPW large plow truck. The Town must first 
officially commit the funds via town vote in the annual then is eligible 
to receive the grant money.

Citizen Speak:
No comments.
Kathleen made a motion to adjourn at 6:41 PM, Eric seconded. 
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator
Documents:
Brandon Messina Offer Letter to Full-Time Police Officer

Select Board and Finance Committee Joint Meeting Minutes
Meeting via Zoom

March 8, 2021
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Roger Kavanagh, Select Board 
Chair, Eric Shimelonis and Kathleen Keresey, Se-
lect Board Members, and Marie Ryan, Town Ad-
ministrator. 
Finance Committee: Bob Salerno, Frank Lands-
berger, Andrew Krouss and Dan Buehler.
Others Present: Curt Wilton, Public Works Direc-
tor, Marc Portieri Police Chief and Building In-
spector Brian DuVal. 

Roger called the meeting to order at 6:03 PM.
Roger stated all who were in attendance.
Approval of Minutes from the March 3, 2021 Select Board and Fi-
nance Committee joint Budget meeting:
SB: Roger made a motion to approve the minutes, Kathleen seconded.
Roll Call vote:
Eric, Yes Roger, Yes  Kathleen, Yes
FC: Bob made a motion to approve the minutes, Andy seconded.
Roll Call vote: 
Bob, Yes Andrew, Yes  Frank, Yes Dan, Yes
Local Yokel: Continuing a discussion from an earlier budget meeting 
about paying the Local Yokel to publish Select Board meeting min-
utes, Bob Salerno stated the Local Yokel fee for publishing is $120 
per page and suggested that the Select Board add to the FY22 Budget 
$4000 to pay for the publishing of the Select Board minutes. After 
discussion, the Finance Committee and the Select Board both agreed 
to add $4000 to the Select Board expense line item to pay per invoice 
to the Local Yokel for publishing the Select Board minutes.

Select Board Meeting Minutes
[Editor’s note: At the town administrator’s request, the Select Board minutes here are reprinted verbatim with no 
editing of text. Official board minutes are available at the West Stockbridge Public Library and on the town website, 
https://www.weststockbridge-ma.gov/. Select Board meetings are on Zoom and may be viewed by clicking on the 
link in the meeting agenda posted on the town website calendar. Residents can receive e-mail notification of town 
events and meeting agendas by subscribing at http://weststockbridgema.virtualtownhall.net/subscriber].

...continued on page 9
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 Opening Day
 May 27, 3-6pm

we are now  
accepting snap + 

offering Market Match 

See you on  
The Foundry Green  

additional parking at 
hotchkiss mobiles + turnPark 

For covid safety protocols + 
more info about the market go to: 

www.WestStockbridgeFarmersMarket.com 
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Wisdom Masonic Lodge Cites Charitable Efforts
Wisdom Masonic Lodge A.F. & A.M. was chartered in 1803 and has served as a charitable entity in West Stockbridge for 
218 years. Membership has ebbed and flowed, ranging from nearly 90 active members at its peak to a total of 44 today. 
Several notable residents have been on its rolls.

But our purpose today is not to revisit local history but to call public attention to our recent charitable endeavors.

For the past five years, Wisdom Lodge has sponsored a local golf tournament for the purpose of contributing to the needs 
of others, and 2020 was indeed a challenge. The traditional June tournament was delayed until August because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but the results were fruitful through the generosity of many and the lineup of teams participating. 

We donated 100% of the proceeds to help those locally in a time of need and 
social isolation.

Berkshire County Emergency Management and the Western Mass Food Pantry 
each received $2,000 donations. Soldier On received $500, with another $500 in 
matching funds contributed by the Grand Lodge of Masons in Massachusetts. A 
$500 contribution was awarded to the Richmond/West Stockbridge Community 
Summer Lunch Program for those isolated because of the pandemic. Helping 
Hands, sponsored by the West Stockbridge Police, received $500 plus incidentals 
for underprivileged families and kids in Central and South Berkshire at the 
holidays. When the West Stockbridge Congregational Church pastor reached out 
to help an elderly couple in need of assistance, Lodge members responded with 
financial and hands-on support, funding and constructing a new front-access deck 
and disability ramp for their mobile home.

We welcome good men 18 years of age or older interested in helping their 
community and their fellow citizens. For more information, call (413) 232-8553 
or (413) 446-3096.

Helping to build a deck and ramp.

Photos courtesy of Wisdom Masonic Lodge

Santa and friends.

The Masons’ annual golf tournament is held at Donny Brook  
Country Club in Lanesborough. Shown (left to right) are  

Peter Culbertson, Chris Lyndsay, Richard Maggio  
(Master of Masons in MA), and Chris Tonini. 
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Monterey Softball
Open Call

All softball players
Join a 50+ year tradition of 
Pick-up slow pitch softball.

Ages 10 to 80.
Summer Sunday mornings

Greene Park, Monterey
Batting practice at 10
Games begin at 10:30

Monterey SoftballMonterey Softball

D
e

liv
e

ry
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Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 5

Alternate Building Inspector: Building Inspector Brian DuVal re-
quested to add $250 to his FY22 Budget to give the Alternate Building 
Inspector Paul Greene a stipend once a year for covering the Building 
Inspector position in his absence. The Finance Committee and the Se-
lect Board both approved adding this amount to the Building Inspec-
tor’s FY22 Budget.
At this point, Select Board member Eric Shimelonis had to leave the 
meeting at 6:30 PM.
Human Resource consulting services: Roger requested $5000 to be 
added to the Select Board expense line item to pay for a Human Re-
source consultant to help create some structure and provide guidance 
on several Human Resource management topics, including 
•	 job descriptions
•	 position classifications (salaried exempt, salaried non-exempt 

and hourly)
•	 salary ranges for full-time and part-time positions
•	 salary increases
•	 employment agreements / contracts for leadership positions

 After discussion, the Finance Committee recommended this to the 
Select Board, who then approved as well.
Winterizing Public Restroom: Kathleen inquired about the status of 
winterizing the public restroom. Curt stated that he is currently wait-
ing to hear back from two contractors with an estimate. Curt suggested 
holding off on this project until next season and see what the Master 
Plan Committee has in mind, they may want to move the building to 
a better location in Town.
Andrew Krouss made a motion to adjourn at 7:15 PM, Bob seconded. 
Roll call vote:
Bob, Yes Andrew, Yes Frank, Yes Dan, Yes
Roger made a motion to adjourn, Kathleen seconded. 
Roll call vote:
Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator

Select Board Special Meeting Minutes
Meeting via Zoom

March 15, 2021
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Roger Kavanagh, Select Board 
Chair, Eric Shimelonis and Kathleen Keresey,  
Select Board Members, and Marie Ryan, Town 
Administrator. 

Roger called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM.
The prior meeting minutes have not been finalized so they will be  
approved at the next meeting. 
Town Administrator Updates:

• The Town Warrant for Town Meeting has been sent to Town 
Counsel for review.

• The Town Report is being prepared to be sent to the printers.
• Town Administrator Marie Ryan will be on vacation Wednesday, 

March 24-26th.
Host Community Agreement Policy: 
There have been only three responses to the request for public input 
in regards to the draft Host Community Agreement Policy posted on 
the website.
All three Select Board Members agree that the draft is comprehensive 
and that they had done their due diligence in creating this policy. 
Roger asked Marie to get more information on two items that need 
to be completed in the policy. The items in question are; the number 
of copies needed to be submitted with the application and the other 
item is the approximate cost for submission review. Marie will get 
this information and report back to the Board at the next meeting on 
March 29.
Select Board Speak:
Roger brought up the Winter Parking Ban issue that was discussed 
at the March 1 Select Board meeting. A resident had complained that 
residents living in the Card Lake Inn Apartments are parking in the 
municipal parking lot instead of utilizing the parking lot behind their 
building. Roger pointed out that nothing has been done to verify who 
owns the cars parked in the lot overnight. He suggested writing a let-
ter to the owner of the property asking him to remind his tenants that 
they have a parking lot behind the building for their use, that there is 
a Winter Parking Ban still in effect and, if they are using the lot for 
overnight parking, they need to move their cars by 8AM in the morn-
ing. Eric and Kathleen agreed. Roger asked Marie to draft a letter for 
the Board to review. 
Roger suggested inviting Earl Moffatt to an upcoming meeting to pro-
vide an update on the Hazardous Mitigation Plan status and to have 
an executive session to discuss the continuing legal issues being taken 
by the Board of Health. Marie said Earl is already on the agenda for 
the March 29 meeting and she will let him know about the topics we 
would like him to cover. 
Kathleen said the Town’s submission for the Winter Shared Streets 
Grant had a few issues that are being addressed. She created a wrap up 
power point presentation with assistance of the businesses that ben-
efited from the awarded Shared Streets and Spaces Grant to be sent to 
Mass DOT. This presentation will be shared in the future.

...continued on page 11

The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please mail submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238,  
West Stockbridge, MA 01266, e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit www.thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is  

the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors: John Parker, 394-4368, john.j.parker53@gmail.com;  
Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com; Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com;  

Anne Lesser, 717-0277, anne@annelessercommunications.com; Designer: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.
The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.
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Kick Off the Summer Musical Season  
with the Acclaimed 

West Stockbridge Chamber Players’ 
Memorial Day Benefit Concert  

at TurnPark Art Space
Continuing their hugely popular series of open-air concerts from last summer, the West Stockbridge Chamber Players will 
perform outdoors at TurnPark Art Space in West Stockbridge on Sunday, May 30, 2021, at 5 p.m. (rain date: May 31, 2021, 
at 4 p.m.). The program includes Alexander Glazunov’s Rêverie orientale for Clarinet Quintet, Ernő Dohnányi’s Serenade 
for string trio in C major, Op. 10, and Carl Maria von Weber’s Clarinet Quintet in B-flat major, Op. 34. 

Led by clarinetist and artistic director Catherine Hudgins, the Chamber Players are a world-class ensemble of Boston and 
Berkshire-based musicians. Along with Hudgins, the concert will feature violinists Sheila Fiekowsky and Lisa Crockett, 
violist Daniel Getz, and cellist Oliver Aldort. With the generous help of the Chamber Players and the loyal audiences who 
flock to their concerts, the West Stockbridge Historical Society has been able to make tremendous strides over the past few 
years in turning the Old Town Hall—an iconic building that anchors West Stockbridge’s downtown—into a community 
center, history museum, and acoustically perfect home for the West Stockbridge Chamber Players. 

Tickets ($35) can be reserved at weststockbridgehistory.org. Attendance is limited: first come, first served. Strict social 
distancing protocols will be in place. Bring your own chairs. Ushers will be on hand to assist. Concert venue: TurnPark Art 
Space, 2 Moscow Road, West Stockbridge.

Queensboro
Wine & Spirits

26 Main Street ~ West Stockbridge

The Best Variety of
  Wine, Craft Beer 

and Selected Spirits
For Curbside Pickup

Please call Nick, Luke or Steve
413-232-8522

Monday to Saturday 9:30 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Sunday Noon - 6:00 p.m.

When you drink, plan ahead and do not drive !!

Kevin Holden Inc.
Tree Trimming & Removal
Richmond, MA (413) 698-2696
www.khtree.com

A Little About Us:  Established in 1976, we have been  
in the art and science of tree care for over 40 years.  
Using state-of-the-art equipment we provide safety  

for our employees. We offer a wide range of tree care 
services and our meticulous work on clients’ property 
ensures a beautiful and safe landscape every time.

	 n	Stump Removal n	Tree Removal
	 n	Land Clearing n	Tree Pruning
	 n	Cabling & Bracing n	Tree & Shrub Fertilization
	 n	Crane Rental n	Storm Damage Clean-up

All Types of Tree Work Insured

Member International Society
(New England Chapter)

ISA Certified Arborist

NE 6430A
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Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 9

Eric contacted Dana Bixby, Planning Board Chair and shared with her 
the most recent plans sent to the Board in regards to the Moscow Road 
purchase. Dana will review the plans from National Grid and compare 
to the plans the Master Plan Committee is working on and analyze 
how the two plans can be incorporated. 
Eric mentioned that Fire Chief Steve Traver has been trying to retrieve 
Town owned Fire Department equipment from some past members. 
Eric and Steve will create a friendly letter encouraging the return of 
the equipment and have the letter delivered by the Police Chief.
Citizen Speak:
No comments.
Kathleen made a motion to adjourn at 5:54 PM, Eric seconded. 
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator

Select Board Special Meeting Minutes
Meeting via Zoom

March 29, 2021
Open Meeting

Quorum present: Roger Kavanagh, Select Board 
Chair, Eric Shimelonis and Kathleen Keresey, Se-
lect Board Members, and Marie Ryan, Town Ad-
ministrator. 
Others in Attendance: Police Chief Marc Port-
ieri, Board of Health Agent Earl Moffatt, Jeremy 
Kenny (Rouge Restaurant Manager) and Citizen 
Joe Roy, Jr.

Roger called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.
Eric made a motion to approve the minutes from March 1, March 4, 
March 8 and March 15, 2021, seconded by Kathleen.
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes  Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Board of Health and Water and Sewer Commissioners updates: 
Earl Moffatt, BOH Agent
Garbage dumped near the Pond on Swamp Road – Earl reported that 
he has sent a certified letter to the McGrath Family in regards to trash 
that was dumped near the edge of the pond behind their residence 
on Swamp Road. He has not received a response back from them to 
date. Earl suggests that the Board ask the Conservation Commission 
to investigate since this is not a hazardous waste issue and they would 
have jurisdiction over trash dumped near a waterway. Eric suggested 
that on Earth Day, he may be able to involve community volunteers to 
assist in the clean up of the trash. Eric will contact the McGraths and 
see if they will be willing to allow assistance. He will report back to 
the Board at the next meeting. The Board asked Marie to contact the 
Conservation Commission to get them involved, 
Water & Sewer Commissioners – Earl reported the Commissioners 
have been meeting on a regular basis. They have much work to catch 
up on but are moving in the right direction.
Hazardous Mitigation Plan – The plan is being created by Foresight 
Land Services and the deadline to complete the plan is December 2021.

Board of Health Litigation status – The Board of Health had 10 viola-
tions in the past two years which resulted in litigation.  All the cases 
are now settled. 
Town Administrator Updates:
Marie informed the Board, per Town Counsel, they may not have an ex-
ecutive session meeting in regards to the property that an owner is inter-
ested in either leasing or selling to the Town. They may go into executive 
session once the owner has an actual offer for the Board to consider.
After research from other Towns on their Host Community Agreement 
application, Marie reported that most do not ask for additional copies in 
their application process, they make copies themselves to send to other 
departments. The other Towns also do not charge a fee for this applica-
tion. 
Marie notified the Board that an attorney for a local business has request-
ed a copy of the Town Meeting Warrant article to update Chapter 240, 
Vehicles & Traffic (Class 2 and Class 3 License renewals). The business 
has some concerns and Eric stated he would be happy to have a meeting 
with the business owner to review and discuss this updated bylaw. Marie 
will arrange a time with Eric to have an informational meeting.
Extend Temporary Outdoor Dining Operations at Rouge: 
Roger made the following motion, seconded by Eric: 
Vote to approve and extend the Temporary Outdoor Dining Opera-
tions for Rouge Restaurant until the expiration date of the special leg-
islation authorizing outside dining in Massachusetts.
Roll call vote:
Eric, Yes  Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes
Motion Passed.
Host Community Agreement (HCA) Policy: Roger stated he would 
like to set a fee of $300 for the HCA application, Eric and Kathleen 
agreed. There was no further discussion on requesting additional 
copies in the agreement. Marie will update the agreement to include 
a $300 fee and to request only one original hardcopy as well as an 
electronic copy of the application. The Board asked Marie to post the 
HCA application procedure on the website.
Massachusetts Municipal Association Public Management Certif-
icate Program: Marie explained this course is a graduate level course 
that covers the following areas: Leadership, Financial Management, 
Human Resources and Public Policy. It is held over 25 Fridays from 
September 2021 through May 2022. These classes will assist her to 
improve her skill development and professional presentation and 
communication for the Town.
Roger is in support of her attending this course, Eric and Kathleen agreed.
Select Board Speak: Roger notified the Board that the Regional 
School District Planning Board has received a grant award which has 
enabled them to change their request of $15,000 for financial assis-
tance to $8,000 per Town.
Citizen Speak: Joe Roy thanked Marie for having the Town Caucus 
on Zoom so that he was able to watch it. 
Roger stated that the Board will not go into executive session as all the 
Board of Health litigation, per Earl, has been settled.
Eric made a motion to adjourn at 7:05 PM, Kathleen seconded. 
Roll call vote: 
Eric, Yes  Roger, Yes Kathleen, Yes 
Motion Passed.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Marie Y. Ryan
Town Administrator
Documents:
Host Community Agreement Policy Draft
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Community News & Events 

Send your notices for Community News & Events to The 
Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266,  
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit thelocalyokel.org.

Due to the coronavirus health emergency, many meet-
ings and events are being cancelled or postponed. We 
are including all information available to us up until 
publication, but with the likelihood of changes, readers 
should check with the office, department, or organiza-
tion for the latest information.

  May Donor Roll Call

Thanks to everyone who has donated to WSLY. We couldn’t  
do it without your support! Keep the Local Yokel coming.  

Please send your gift today! (See response form on page 21.)

Community Health Association
Weekly blood pressure clinics are by appointment 
only: 9 to 10 a.m. every Wednesday and Thursday 
at the Town Offices, 21 State Line Road, West 
Stockbridge. Info: Emilie Jarrett, RN, 232-0122, 
or Emilie@charws.com.
 

The Stockbridge Grange Dinner Returns!
On Sunday, May 16, the Stockbridge Grange will 
serve a takeout-only dinner at the Grange Hall at 
51 Church Street, Stockbridge. The dinner will be 
stuffed breast of chicken and lemon meringue or 
chocolate cream pie. Pickup time is 12 to 1:30 p.m. 
Cost is $12. To place an order, call (413) 243-1298 
or (413) 443-4352. The deadline for ordering is 
May 12.

Council on Aging
Council on Aging meetings remain suspended 
indefinitely due to the health crisis.

Gene Dellea
Andi Goerlach 

Carol & Joel Kaufman  
Helen Nolan  

Ira L. Transport  
Emilie Tremblay Wilbur
Kathryn & Sean Wilson  

Anonymous: 1
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On the Home Front
By Thom Lipiczky 
On the Home Front
By Thom Lipiczky

The Airbnb Effect
As both of my readers know, there’s a housing shortage out there. This is especially true here in the Ber(serk)shires, where 
housing sales have been greatly accelerated by people fleeing the effects of the pandemic in New York, Boston, and other  
urban areas. A seeming response to this squeeze in housing supply is evidenced by another increasing trend: short-term rentals.

Airbnb, VRBO (pronounced “verb-oh,” or Vacation Rentals by Owner), and the like, have become a source of income for 
many homeowners in our neck of the woods, pandemic or not. Folks with a room (or several) to spare are offering the space 
for a short-term rental. For instance, this revenue can often help people on fixed incomes stay in their homes and pay for 
taxes and upkeep.

But short-term rental has another side. Some people are buying up one- and 
two-family houses in residential neighborhoods and then converting them 
into Airbnbs. If six or more rooms are being rented out, these become hotels. 
If unregulated, what’s it like to have a hotel next to your house in a residential 
district? Brian Duval, our town’s building commissioner, thinks such a move 
would entail a “change of use,” and these would no longer be one- or two-
family houses, but rather commercial buildings, not legal in residential zones. 
(Also, they’d require sprinkler systems and other code upgrades.) Towns 
across the country are looking at the impact of these businesses on their  
residential neighborhoods. 

As a newish member of the West Stockbridge Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA), I’m becoming aware of how the short-term rental practice can affect 
residentially zoned districts. Homeowners in these areas should reasonably 
be able to expect that traffic, noise, sanitation, density, and other factors are conducive to residential living (i.e., relative 
quiet). Zoning regulations in towns are in place—at least in part—to protect noncommercial neighborhoods from becom-
ing overdeveloped. 

In our town, the Planning Board, the Building Department, Master Plan Committee, and ZBA are considering changes in 
the town’s bylaws to regulate short-term rentals more closely. In nearby towns, such as Lenox, new regulations attempt 
to clarify vague or incomplete wording. For instance, Lenoxian homeowners who occupy their homes can, for a period of 
not more than 70 days per year, rent space in their homes to people on a short-term basis. Other towns such as Monterey 
are taking a proactive approach to these regulations by proposing to limit the number of rental rooms to no more than two. 
West Stockbridge currently requires that houses with short-term rentals be owner occupied. Most towns allow a “bed and  
breakfast” rental of some number of rooms in an owner-occupied home.

Another related topic is accessory dwelling units (ADUs). I referred to this briefly in my groundbreaking award-winning 
(just seeing if you’re paying attention) article on tiny houses for the March 2020 Local Yokel. Some towns and cities are 
encouraging “granny pods” and tiny houses as a way to ease the housing shortage and increase the amount of affordable 
housing. Whether these solutions can be rented on a short-term basis (i.e., as an Airbnb/VRBO) is unclear, and each town 
needs to consider the impact on residential zoning districts. West Stockbridge also allows a second dwelling with a special 
permit, only if it is actually in the primary residence, not a separate building (e.g., apartment over a garage, barn, etc.).

Gary Barker writes in Forbes Magazine (February 21, 2020), “The influence of the so-called ‘Airbnb effect’ on local  
housing markets has grown into a significant cause for concern, particularly when looking at its impacts on housing stock, 
prices and communities.”

How all this affects our town’s residential zones is still uncertain. More shall be revealed!

Please send your comments, questions, and rants to info@localyokel.org.
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  May History Quiz Question:

(F ind the answer  somewhere  in  th is  i ssue ! )
When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the West Stockbridge Historical 
Society before they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. E-mail info@
weststockbridgehistory.org or call 232-4270.

The West Stockbridge of today is not seen as a major retail shopping 
center for regular household purchases. West Stockbridge residents 
generally travel to Pittsfield or Great Barrington for grocery, clothing, 
major household goods, appliances, cars, and furniture. But what 
we do have is unique and special art venues, antiques and gift 
shopping, historic and unusual shops, fine wines and coffees, a 
seasonal farmers market, and, of course, the Public Market. You 
can even get free advice and counsel on any number of subjects, 
wanted or not.

Main Street West Stockbridge was not always like that. From the late 
1800s up until World War II, we were our own commercial center. 
What was retail life in our town actually like back then?

Happy 
Spring  from the Local Yokel

Looking to  
Buy a Berkshire 

House
Hello. My fiance and 
I are looking to buy a 
house private sale in 
the Berkshires, MA. 
Must be in good  
condition - 3 BR ideal. 

Please call  
631-553-9129.
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th WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY

21 State Line Rd   |  West Stockbridge, MA 01266   |  In the Town Offices 
weststockbridgelibrary.org   |  413-232-0300 ext. 308

TUESDAY  10am-5pm | WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY  2-6pm |  SATURDAY  10am-2pm

Pick up  
a copy

FREE  
AS ALWAYS  

at these locations  
around town:

 
Berkshire Bank

Charles H. Baldwin & Sons 
Flourish Market

Library
Public Market

Queensboro Wine & Spirits

Or you can choose  
to have the  
Local Yokel  

mailed to you for a  
minimum annual  

contribution of $25. 

Outdoor distribution boxes: 2 Main St., Baldwin Hardware,  
Shaker Mill Books, The Floor Store, & the Transfer Station

Lo
ca

l 
Yo

ke
l

THE LIBRARY IS OPEN BY APPOINTMENT

Please Contact Us to Reserve Your 30-Minute Appointment 
Tues. 10-2; Wed., Thurs., Fri. 2-6; Sat. 10-2

 
WestStockbridgeLibrary@gmail.com

OR 232-0300, ext. 308
Note: Books-to-go will still be available

******************************************************************************************

NEW ADULT FICTION
Ackerman, 2034: A Novel of the Next World War 
Ishiguro, Klara and the Sun
Patterson, Sooley
Pearse, Sanatorium
Skeslien Charles, The Paris Library
Wilson, Seed Keeper 

NEW ADULT NONFICTION
Grant, Think Again: The Power of Knowing  
   What You Don’t Know
Solomon, ed., Notes from the Bathroom Line

NEW ADULT DVDs
A Hidden Life; Miss Scarlet (TV)
 
NEW YOUNG ADULT AND CHILDREN’S BOOKS
Lindstrom, We Are Water Protectors

Scrapbook May 2021:  
TEST YOUR TRIVIA KNOWLEDGE!

1.  The Public Market was being sold by Randy Burkhart 
to whom as planned before the fire?

2.  Students and parents learned the skill of what kind of 
riding at Muddy Brook Elementary School?

3. What purchase of $8,310 was made on Oak Street?

4.  What was Mud Day at Muddy Brook Elementary 
School?

1. Timothy Walsh of Richmond    2. Unicycle
3. The discontinued Old Town Landfill
4. It was a fundraiser organized by the PTO
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“We Remember When . . .”
Growing Up in West Stockbridge in the 1950s

A Series of Recollections by John Bormolini and Friends

The Great Barrington Fairgrounds – Part 2
By John Bormolini

John Masiero remembers:
It was fun to think back on the Great Barrington Fair. The fair was an important annual event in South County (“Fair 
Week” was another season of the calendar, like “mud season”). 
During the 1950s, the fair was already about 140 years old. It was held in September after school had started. The days 
were usually sunny with cool nights (so-called Carroll weather, after the fair’s owner). People came from all over the  
region to bet on the horse races. For several years, my father was a uniformed guard at the jockey dressing room. The 
first year he was given betting “tips” by the jockeys; at the end of the week, he was ten dollars behind. He never bet 
again, figuring if the jockeys had no inside information, he had no chance. My aunt Aggie took my mother to the races 
one day, and my mother (first-time bettor) won the Daily Double for $21!
The fair was still an agricultural fair in those days. By law there could not be racing without a few vegetables and 
livestock on display. One year my grandfather and uncle from Vermont brought a truckload of dairy cows to Great  
Barrington for the week and then went on to the Big E (Eastern States Exposition) in West Springfield, which opened in 
1917 and is still going strong.
There were many ways you could spend your money at the fair. Inside one shed was a trout pool. For a fee, you could 
entice a real trout to go home for dinner with you. A fishing pole was provided and baited for the customer. If you were 
lucky enough to go in when the fish had not been fed, you might have some luck. The midway had various rides and 
attractions. Amazing sights, sleazy freak shows, food vendors, and beer concessions rounded out an exciting afternoon 
for us kids. 

Louise Faggioni remembers:
Those were wonderful and exciting times, full of anticipation of going to the fair. I loved the midway with its games and 
rides and just seeing so many people who were all having fun. I loved the exhibits from 4H, Boy and Girl Scouts, and Fu-
ture Farmers of America (FFA). Gardeners and farmers from the region exhibited their vegetables, fruits, and livestock. 
Williams High School had an FFA curriculum, and we knew several students who proudly entered exhibits at the fair.
The food section with the corn dogs, hot dogs, and burgers was always mouthwatering, and I couldn’t wait to enjoy a 
burger, fries, and a drink with my parents. Life was good then. I felt like I was in a large city with all of the attractions 
and the sound of the fair, especially when the racing starter announced, “They’re off!”

Jackie Moffatt remembers:
My husband Earl tells me that Charles H. Baldwin & Sons sold drink mix to the GB Fair concession: fruit punch, pink 
and regular lemonade, and grape drinks. Dick Moffatt could always make the best of a business opportunity!

Helen Zanconato (Nolan) remembers:
Helen’s dad Vosco was an avid gardener who loved to enter vegetables from one of his “five weed-free gardens.” He always 
took home a couple of first-place ribbons, a hidden benefit because Vosco entered the veggies so the family got in free!

From a friend who shall remain anonymous:
Let me preface this account of guys from West Stockbridge betting on the horses at the fair by saying these were not 
“penny ante” gamblers. They were always looking for a “sure thing.” No names will be revealed.
The only story I recall is when four guys from West Stockbridge—all so-called serious gamblers—paid a handful of 
jockeys to hold back their horses and let a long, long-shot horse win. To cinch the transaction, they paid the long-shot 

...continued on page 17
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horse’s jockey a lot too. The horses came around the final turn with the long shot nicely in the lead, but the horse tripped 
and down it went. The jockey bounced on the track, landed on his feet, jumped over the side fence, ran full speed through 
the building, up the rear exit pathway, across Route 7, and through the cemetery with the wagerers in hot pursuit. I don’t 
think they ever caught him, but I am certain this was not the final episode in their gambling history.

Postscript: 
In Part 1, there was brief mention of the tornado that hit the 
fairgrounds in 1995. John Masiero has provided the following 
account of the tornado and the damage that it caused:
“The tornado struck the Great Barrington Fair in the late after-
noon of Memorial Day, 1995. It touched down near the New 
York State border and skipped into Great Barrington, where it 
tore through the cemetery across from the fairgrounds. 
The fair was a direct hit, with most of the buildings, includ-
ing the grandstand, damaged or destroyed. The storm then hit 
East Mountain and bounced into eastern Great Barrington, kill-
ing three persons. The fair’s owner spent a few million dollars 
rebuilding, and the fair was held without racing for a couple 
of years, but it never attracted the crowds as in the old days 
after horse racing was discontinued in the late 1970s or early 1980s.” John notes that the Great Barrington Historical  
Society and Museum has videotape footage of the Massachusetts State Police helicopter flyover of the damages, along with 
a ground-level tour of the area.

John Bormolini is a West Stockbridge “ex-pat,” now residing in Leavenworth, Kansas. Readers who would like to share 
their stories of 1950s West Stockbridge are invited to e-mail John at johnbormo@aol.com.

Select Board Meeting Minutes ...continued from page 16

& -Tree and Brush Removal 
-Tree Pruning 

-Stump Grinding
-Plowing & Sanding

-House Checking/Caretaking
-Drainage & Driveway Repairs

-Lawn & Field Mowing
-Fall & Spring Cleanups

-Building & Maintaining Gardens
-Firewood

JT
Landscaping 
Tree Services

Fully Insured  -  Free estimates

413-329-8200

May 30, 1995. Destruction of the  
Great Barrington fairgrounds from a  

rare tornado. Photo from John Masiero
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Your  

Local Yokel  
Needs You!

Do you just have a  
few hours a month?
We need help with 

distribution and mailing.
Call John Parker at (413) 394-4368,  
e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org, or  

visit www.thelocalyokel.org  
for more information.

Join our team of dedicated 
volunteers today!

Thank You to Our Retiring
Distribution Volunteers

Let’s give a BIG HAND  
to our Local Yokel distribution  

volunteers who stocked  
and maintained all of our  

drop locations and  
boxes around  

town each month:

Paul Cunningham

Gail Garrick

Cage & crate free exercise,  
socialization & fun. Certified Dog 

Trainer owned and operated.

413-446-5423 & 413-446-5476

Pack 
Member 
Charley

Concerned about your 
Infant or Toddler’s  

development?

Give us a call and we can set up an appointment to 
talk with you about any concerns you may have.

Certified Therapists offer Evaluation, Home Visits,  
and currently Telehealth to eligible children.

Dept. of Public Health Certified Early Intervention Program.

924 Main Street 
Great Barrington

413-717-4083
www.pediatricdevelopmentcenter.org

   Pediatric
 Development
    Center

   PDC
SOUTH
    924 S. MAIN ST.
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HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE 
For Residents of:  

Alford         Becket       Egremont       Great Barrington       Lee         Lenox         Monterey         Mount Washington                        
New Marlborough       Otis       Richmond       Sheffield      Stockbridge           Tyringham        West Stockbridge 

When:   Saturday, May 15th, 2021: 9 AM – 1:00 PM 
Where:  Town of Lee WasteWater Treatment Plant  
               379 Pleasant Street, Lee 
 
  What to Bring  
  

From The Yard/Garden From The Workbench From The House From The Garage Mercury Products: 
Pesticides, Fungicides Rust Proofers Drain Cleaners Fuels/Gasoline/Kerosene Thermometers 
Herbicides Wood Preservatives Oven Cleaners Brake & Transmission Fluids Thermostats 
Insect Sprays Wood Strippers & Stains Floor Cleaners Car Wax, Polish Other mercury 
Rodent Killers Paint Thinners Metal Polish Engine Degreaser/Motor Oil Button Batteries 
Muriatic Acid Lead & Oil-Based Paint Arts & Crafts Supplies Swimming Pool Chemicals  
Flea Powder Varnish Photo Chemicals Driveway Sealer  
No-Pest Strips Full Aerosol Cans Chemistry Kits Antifreeze  
Chemical Fertilizers Sealants Rechargeable Batteries Car-Lead Acid Batteries 
Lighter Fluid Adhesives  
Moth Balls Solvents  

          
 

        Latex Paint, Medical Wastes, Asbestos, 
        Fireworks & Explosives, Ammunition, Construction 
        Debris, Gas or Propane Cylinders, Smoke Detectors, 
        Radioactive Material, Fire Extinguishers, Fluorescent Lamps,       
        Electronics, PCB's, Medications, Medical Sharps 

 

Pre-Registration is required to avoid long 
delays. Please call Tri-Town Health to pre-

register 413-243-5540. More info at 
www.tritownhealth.org  

DO NOT BRING 

Mill Brook Sugar House
New Lenox Road

Lenox, MA
www.millbrookmaplestore.com

Local Delivery 
& 

Shipping available

Your business need  
a little exposure?

If you’ve got a new business idea, 
updated business plan, or still  

chuggin’ along, advertise  
in the Local Yokel to let  

readers know what  
your business is up to!

Visit thelocalyokel.org for our rates or e-mail Vicki 
for more information at info@thelocalyokel.org.

“You can’t get any more local than 
advertising in the Local Yokel !  

Stay safe and shop local! ”  
— Jackie Moffatt at C. H. Baldwin & Sons

As low as 

$15!
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  History Quiz Answer: 
 

West Stockbridge from the 1880s through the early 1920s was a busy industrial center, and Main Street was very 
active. Lime quarries and kilns were still in operation, and the ore beds on Route 102 continued to provide iron 
for Richmond Furnace. Raising dairy cattle and other animals was a major farming activity. Irish immigration had 
slowed and families settled down; Italian immigration was growing. The two railroads had major hubs at State 
Line with two rail yards, a turntable, and engine house. Population had eased off its high of 1,900 people in 1880 
down to 1,200 in 1920, but the town was generally more prosperous. 

Main Street had a different character, with two multistory buildings as the anchors. On the west side of Main Street, 
in the present Queensboro Wine & Spirits, stood the Kniffin Block that included the C.W. Kniffin Department Store. 
Founded in 1856, it was listed in a 1916 business directory as offering clothing, furniture, and household needs. 
Next to it was the three-story Zanconato building. It housed a shoe store, and the upper floor had meeting spaces. 
It burned down in 1935.

Across the street in what is now the town parking lot stood another large 
three-story building with the Battastoni Furniture store. The business later 
expanded across the street to the Kniffin space in the mid-1930s. By 1938, 
this large building was destroyed by fire. 

The 1916 directory shows the breadth of businesses in the village center. 
On Main Street were two physicians, two butchers, dress and shoe stores, 
two barber shops, a drugstore, saloon, hotel, and two grocery stores. Off 
Main Street, in addition to Baldwin’s Extracts and Baldwin’s Hardware, 
we had a plumber/tinsmith who also sold metal roofs (still seen on many 
buildings in town including the Old Town Hall).

Probably the most fascinating businesses listed in 1916 were the two 
auto dealerships. Garrett Troy had started his dealership in the current 
Troy’s Garage building. He also sold real estate and stabled horses. The 
other ambitious entrepreneur was George F. Callahan. He advertised real 
estate and insurance as his primary business but also listed as a dealer in 
automobiles and coal to cover all possibilities. Callahan was located across 
from the train station occupied today by Shaker Mill Books and the adjacent 
parking space. 

Both men were so successful in auto sales that they contributed to the 
demise of the commercial district (along with paved roads in the 1930s): 
residents could now travel further to larger stores with more services, 
choices of goods, and better prices.

Kniffen Dept Store Calendar.  
Graphic courtesy of West Stockbridge  

Historical Society

Peter Bartlett & Susan Powell 
HOMERANGEWINERY 
HOMERANGEWINERY 

518-610-6821 
146 Flints Crossing Road, Canaan, NY 12029 

Home Range 
Winery 

& Vineyard 

EST. 2016 
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Town Government Offices and Hours
Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;Sat. by appointmentBoard of Health Fri. 9am-4pm
Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pmBuilding Inspector Tues. 4-7pm
Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pmConservation Commission Leave a message for inquiriesFire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pmHighway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pmPolice Department 24 hours, 7 days a week
Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/weekWindow: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noonTown Accountant Leave a message for inquiriesTown Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noonTown Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pmTown Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.govThe Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300Town Clerk

ext. 300Town Collector ext. 302Board of Assessors ext. 303Library
ext. 308Building Inspector ext. 313Board of Health ext. 314Treasurer
ext. 316Accountant
ext. 317Board of SelectmanAdministrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338
Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195Police Department(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500
Fire Department (Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200
Highway Department 413-232-0305Transfer Station 413-232-0307Sewer Plant 413-232-0309Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315Council on Aging 413-232-4317Post Office 413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City
ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remainanonymous.
� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokelto me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it upmyself.

�

Donate $30 or more and 
get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

Every issue costs us about $1,300 to print and distribute!
Please help us keep the Local Yokel coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest town news, 
please contribute to the Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $25.00 per year we will mail each issue to you 
(unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at selected locations as long as 
possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can. The West Stockbridge Local Yokel, Inc. is a 501(c)
(3) organization, and all contributions are tax deductible to the full extent of the law. Please check with your 
employer, or former employer if retired, for matching gift programs.

o Yes! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of $ ____________________________
made payable to WSLY.

_______________________________________________________________________
Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgments)

_______________________________________________________________________
Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or bumper sticker sent)

_______________________________________________________________________
City                                                                      State            Zip

_______________________________________________________________________
E-mail

Check any that apply:

o  I would like my contribution to remain  
anonymous.

o  Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel to  
me. Save the postage; I’ll pick it up myself.

o  Yes, please do send me    
a YKL Bumper Sticker for  
my donation of $35 or more.

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office

Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;

Sat. by appointment

Board of Health
Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector
Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station
Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department
Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department
Leave a message any time

Library

Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;

Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department
24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office

Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week

Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant
Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector
Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer
Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:

www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory

Town Hall Main Number
413-232-0300

Town Clerk

ext. 300

Town Collector

ext. 302

Board of Assessors

ext. 303

Library

ext. 308

Building Inspector

ext. 313

Board of Health

ext. 314

Treasurer

ext. 316

Accountant

ext. 317

Board of Selectman

Administrative Assistant

ext. 319

Conservation Commission
ext. 338

Town Hall Fax

413-232-7195

Police Department

(Non-Emergency)

413-232-8500

Fire Department 

(Non-Emergency)

413-232-4200

Highway Department
413-232-0305

Transfer Station

413-232-0307

Sewer Plant

413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard
413-232-0315

Council on Aging

413-232-4317

Post Office

413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 

Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town

news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail

each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at

selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local 
Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of

_______________, 

made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City

ST
Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY

P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel

to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up

myself.

�

Donate $30 or more and 

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

The Local Yokel meets 
the 21st Century!  
Visit our website for past issues, plus  
information about how to support your  
West Stockbridge community newsletter,  
submit material for publication, advertise,  
contact us, and more!

thelocalyokel.org
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Town Government Boards and Commissions, Phone Directory, and Office Hours
Town Offices Main Number 413-232-0300 • Fax 232-7195

Animal Control Brian Hoskeer 232-0300 ext. 335 As Needed

Assessors Office Mary Stodden 232-0300 ext. 303 Tues. 1–5 p.m.; Thurs. 9 a.m.–1 p.m.

Board of Health Earl Moffatt 232-0300 ext. 314 Fri. 9 a.m.–4 p.m., or by appt.

Select Board
 

Town Administrator

Roger Kavanagh,  
Kathleen Keresey,  
Eric Shimelonis
Marie Ryan   

232-0300 ext. 319 Mon.–Thurs. 7 a.m.–3 p.m.  
Fri. 7 a.m.–11 a.m.

Building Inspector Brian Duval 232-0300 ext. 313 Leave Message for Inquiries

Conservation Commission Jennifer Kujawski,  
Lori Rose

232-0300 ext. 338 Leave Message for Inquiries

Council on Aging John Zick 232-0300 ext. 340 Leave Message for Inquiries

Emergency Management Louis Oggiani 528-2175

Fire Department Steve Traver 911 or 232-4200 
(non-emergency)

Mon. 6:30–9 p.m.

Highway Department Curt G. Wilton 232-0305 Leave Message for Inquiries

Library Rachel Alter 232-0300 ext. 308  Tues. 10 a.m.–5 p.m.; Wed., Thurs., 
and Fri. 2–6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–2 p.m.; 
closed Sun. & Mon. 

Police Department Marc Portieri 911 or 232-8500 
(non-emergency)

24 hours, 7 days/week

Post Office Colleen A. Wich 232-8544 Lobby: 7 a.m.–7 p.m.; 7 days/week; 
Window:  Mon.–Fri. 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.;  

Sat. 9 a.m.–12 noon

Seasonal Lifeguard 232-0315

Sewer & Water Commission Michael Buffoni 232-0309

Town Accountant Elaine Markham 232-0300 ext. 317 Leave Message for Inquiries

Town Clerk Ronni Barrett 232-0300 ext. 300 Tues. & Thurs. 1:30–4 p.m.

Town Collector June A. Biggs 232-0300 ext. 302 Wed. 3–6 p.m.; Thurs. and Fri. 10 a.m.– 
2 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m.–1 p.m.

Town Historian Robert Salerno 232-4465

Town Treasurer Karen Williams 232-0300 ext. 316 Thurs. 9 a.m.–4 p.m.

Transfer Station Wayne Cooper 232-0307 Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m.–6 p.m. and  
Sat. 8 a.m.–6 p.m.

Tree Warden Andrew Fudge 232-4322

Veterans Agency Laurie Hills 528-1580

Zoning Board of Appeals C. Randolph Thunfors 232-0300 ext. 300

Official Town Government Website: weststockbridge-ma.gov • Community and Business Website: visitweststockbridge.com

BALDWIN HARDWARE
Depot Street

West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Henry Baldwin (413) 232-7757

Advertise here, just $3.00  
for first ten words  

and 10 cents for each  
additional word

Mail ads to The Local Yokel at P.O. Box 238,  
West Stockbridge, MA 01266,  

e-mail info@thelocalyokel.org,  
or visit www.thelocalyokel.org for info.
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Mark your calendar and buy your tickets for 
Lauren Henderson live at The Foundry

To order tickets go to:  
https://thefoundryws.com/event/

This program is supported in part by grants from the  
Richmond Cultural Council and the West Stockbridge 
Cultural Council, local agencies which are supported  

by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

Join Dale Abrams, Education Manager of Mass. Audubon for Western  
Massachusetts, to learn about our native wildflowers that make spring  
and summer so special. 

Dale will talk about our most prominent local wildflowers, where they  
are, what environments they like, and then strategies to identify them. 

Friday, May 21, 5:30 p.m.
Vir tual Slide Show and Talk

Participation is free to all.
To register, send an email to:

info@weststockbridgehistory.org
A link will be provided the day before the program.

Presenter: Dale Abrams. Dale Abrams is the Education Manager for Mass Audubon in 
Western Massachusetts. He is a life-long naturalist whose specialties include birding, 
wildlife tracking, and forest and wetland ecosystem studies. He holds a BS in Biology 
from Humboldt State University in California and an MS in Environmental Studies 
from Antioch University New England. He has worked as a naturalist for State Parks 
in California, Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming, the Fish & Wild Service in Puerto 
Rico, and many environmental education organizations. His home since 2000 has 
been in the Berkshire Hills of western Massachusetts, from which he explores the 
diverse ecosystems and rich cultural history of the northeast. 

Wildf lowers Are

W here the

West Stockbridge 
Historical Society
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Due to the coronavirus health emergency, many meetings and events are being canceled, post-
poned, or held online. We are including all information available to us up until publication, but with 
the likelihood of changes, readers should check with the office, department, or organization for the 
latest information.

5/3 Annual Town Meeting 6 p.m. Town Offices parking lot

5/9 Mother’s Day

5/10 Annual Town Election 10 a.m.–7 p.m.

5/11 Select Board meeting 6 p.m. See town website for details 

5/12 Eid al-Fitr begins at sundown Town Offices Gym

5/15 *** Deadline for the next Local Yokel *** Send to info@thelocalyokel.org

5/15 Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Day

9 a.m.–1 p.m. Lee Wastewater Treatment Plant

5/16 Stockbridge Grange Takeout 
Dinner (preorder by 5/12)

12–1:30 p.m. Grange Hall, 51 Church St., Stockbridge

5/16 Shavuot begins at sundown 6 p.m. See town website for details 

5/18 Vision Committee meeting 6 p.m. See town website for details 

5/24 Select Board meeting 6 p.m. See town website for details 

5/27 WS Farmers Market  
Opening Day

3–6 p.m. The Foundry Green, Harris Street

5/31 Memorial Day




