
(n.) a country folk living in a quaint neighborhood community

S e r v i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  s i n c e  2 0 0 5

West
Stockbridge

July
2024

Paddleboarding on Shaker Mill Pond. Photo by Emily Weiland

250th Town Anniversary Celebration July 6 
Details Inside!
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WEST STOCKBRIDGE 
FARMERS MARKET

ON THE FOUNDRY GREEN 

THURSDAYS 
3-6PM

LIVE  
MUSIC 
Made possible by 
WS Cultural Council
& Local Yokel Santa’s 
Wish List donations

FARM  
FRESH 

organic produce, meat, 
cheese, eggs, prepared 

food, baked goods, jams, 
flowers, ice cream, 

artisan goods + more.

we double snap, wic + senior coupons

WestStockbridgeFarmersMarket.org
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West Stockbridge Plans 
250th Anniversary on July 6

On Saturday, July 6, West Stockbridge will celebrate 250 years since the town was officially organized in 1774 with a townwide celebra-
tion from 10 am to 5:30 pm. The day will focus on our West Stockbridge community and the history of the town. 

The day will start with a small fife-and-drum parade on Main Street ending at the Old Town Hall. An opening presentation there will 
follow with the Select Board, Smitty Pignatelli, and Gene Dellea. Morning activities will center around the Old Town Hall, with historic 
exhibits inside and the adjacent parking lots with old machinery and vehicle displays. A reading for children and families will take place 
around 11:30. 

Celebration souvenirs will be sold at the Old Town Hall; hats, bandanas, tote bags, and a poster are planned. At lunchtime, Parks & Rec 
will host a barbeque in the upper parking lot, along with food trucks in the lower lot and possibly on the Foundry Green. Other lunch 
options will be available in town, and Six Depot will serve coffee. 

In the afternoon, we encourage people to circulate through town, visiting the Congregational Church, stores, and historic buildings. Each 
stop will offer a history of the building and photos of the historic building/early store. Visitors can get a stamp of the store or place in the 
back of their souvenir booklet for each stop. Volunteers will handle the history so the merchant can wait on customers. 

For the closing, a community gathering is planned on the Foundry Green with music, coffee/refreshments, and a large sheet cake. 

OPENING PARADE AND CEREMONY: Main Street and Old Town Hall, 10 am

MORNING: Old Town Hall and lower parking lot 

•	 Historic West Stockbridge exhibits: photos and maps 

•	 Antique vehicles and farm equipment

•	 Special story reading for children 
and families

MIDDAY: 12:30–2: Lunch

•	 Parks & Rec barbeque on upper 
parking lot

•	 Other lunch opportunities in town

AFTERNOON: Town Walkaround

•	 Visit historic spaces and local 
merchants

•	 History walk and talk: Old Great 
Barrington Road/Stockbridge Road

•	 Learn about quarrying at TurnPark 
with Vern Tower

LATE AFTERNOON: 4–5:30 pm

•	 Town gathering and closing 
reception with music and 
refreshments
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Congratulations 
to these 2024 

Monument Mountain 
Regional High School 
graduates!

Nasciam Bowser
Cody Campbell
Hunter Curletti
Garrett Curtin

Benjamin Gross
Amaya Ketchen
Conrad Mathews

Madeleine Rocheleau-Holmes
Debbie Sanchez
Annika Smedvig

Liam Trask

Congratulations 
to these 2024 Friends & Neighbors

Come Celebrate with us!

8:30 Sunday Mass
followed by

Coffee Hour

St Patrick Church
30 Albany Road

West Stockbridge

.
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Select Board Meeting Minutes
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Select Board Meeting Minutes
May 14, 2024 

Quorum present: Select Board Members; Kathleen 
Keresey (Remotely attended), Andrew Krouss, Andrew 
Potter, and Town Administrator Marie Ryan. 

Marie opened the meeting at 6:00 PM.

Marie entertained a motion to appoint a new chair. Kathleen made 
a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to nominate Andy Potter as 
the new chair. All were in favor, Andy Potter to become chair.

Andy Potter explained that future agendas will contain a citizen 
speak at the beginning of the meetings for general concerns and 
that he has added a citizen speak after each agenda item in or-
der for people to speak in regard to that specific item prior to the 
Board’s vote. 

Kathleen made a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to approve 
the Rent Control Board minutes from February 28 and May 8, 
2024. All were in favor, minutes approved.

Kathleen made a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to approve 
the Select Board minutes from April 24, 2024. All were in favor, 
minutes approved.

Town Administrator Update:

Marie stated that the Department of Public Works along with her-
self have recently completed a CPR and first aid course at Town 
Hall.

The Cannon at the corner of Albany Road and State Line Road is 
currently being restored and repainted. This should be completed 
by Memorial Day.

Rachel Alter, Library Director, has recently applied for and was 
awarded a grant to pay for materials and labor to connect the Town 
Hall front door and the library doors to handicap accessible hard-
ware. This will allow for easier access to Town Hall and the Li-
brary. Marie stated that the doors have been measured and work 
should begin shortly on this project.

�����������
������
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The Chamber Players Spring Concert: 
A Rousing Musical Tribute to 

Our Town’s 250th Anniversary
By Liza Bennett

Historical Society president Robert Salerno welcomed a sold-out 
house at the Old Town Hall on the Sunday afternoon of Memorial 
Day weekend, noting this was the 40th benefit concert given by 
the West Stockbridge Chamber Players, but the first with the build-
ing’s new air conditioning system up and running. With the sun 
blazing through the high windows and the auditorium packed, the 
coolness claim proved to be only partially true, but it did nothing 
to dampen the celebratory mood.
Kicking off a summer full of festivities commemorating the 
town’s 250th birthday, the Chamber Players took the stage, led 
by artistic director and clarinetist Catherine Hudgins, with violin-
ists Sheila Fiekowsky and Jennifer Elowitch, violist Mary Ferrillo, 
and cellist Oliver Aldort. The  first piece, Mozart’s spritely March 
in D major, K. 237/189c (arr. Hudgins), was written in 1774, the 
same year West Stockbridge was founded, and it set the celebra-
tory tone of the occasion. As Hudgins left the stage, violist Daniel 
Getz stepped up and introduced Mozart’s String Quintet No. 1 in 
B-flat major, K. 174, written in 1773, another early work by the 
composer. “But you can hear the germs of the genius that was to 
come,” he noted, “especially in the operatic adagio and playful 
menuetto movements.” 
The program concluded with the Quintet for Clarinet in E-flat major, 
Op. 102, by Robert Fuchs. Hudgins addressed the audience first, re-
calling the Chamber Players’ inaugural concert in the hall 13 years 
ago. “Two things stood out to me that day,” she told the crowd. “How 
hot the room was and how fantastic the acoustics were. I’m happy 
the first is no longer the case, but the second has never changed.” 
The Chamber Players’ brilliant interpretation of the rarely performed 
Fuchs quintet underscored Hudgins’s point, with her soaring clarinet 
work filling the hall with pure musical joy. 
During the reception downstairs after the concert, the audience 
was able to mingle and talk with the musicians who have become 
such an integral part of the Historical Society community. 

Photos by Bob Salerno

Scott Wilton
Restoration & Conservation
Fine Furniture & Interiors

P.O. Box 338
West Stockbridge, MA 01266 

Restore & revitalize old finishes
Repairs, re-gluing, veneers, replacements 

varnishes, shellacs, Japan colors

(413) 232-4349

BALDWIN HARDWARE
Depot Street

West Stockbridge, MA 01266

Henry Baldwin (413) 232-7757
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Open Space and Recreation Plan: 

Andy Potter explained that the Select Board has been asked to ap-
prove the Open Space and Recreation draft plan. This will enable 
the Committee to proceed with applying for grants. 

Andy Krouss made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to approve 
the draft Open Space and Recreation Plan. All were in favor, draft 
approved.

Shared Fire and Ambulance Discussion:

Andy Potter requested that the Board table this discussion. He 
would like the Board to appoint an Ad Hoc Committee that would 
report back to the Board with the best possible option to consider 
in regard to a shared Fire and EMS Department which may or may 
not include Stockbridge and/or Richmond. The Committee will be 
composed of the Town Administrator, Fire Chief, a Select Board 
member, a Fire Department member and a Citizen-at-large. Marie 
will post an invitation to apply for the Citizen-at-large position. 
Anyone interested will be required to send a letter of interest to 
Marie after which the Board will appoint someone at their next 
meeting. 

Wiseacre Farm and Tech Environmental Report:

Kathleen reported to the Board that Wiseacre Farm and Byers Sci-
entific have only recently received the Tech Environmental report. 
She requested that the Board table this discussion until all par-
ties have had time to thoroughly review the report. Mike Lennan, 
Tech Environmental engineer, would also like more time to work 
with Byers Scientific on some specific items. Kathleen suggested 
that the Board have a separate meeting with a public presentation 
by Tech Environmental along with Town Counsel in the next few 
weeks. The Board agreed to table this agenda item.

Select Board Speak

Andy Krouss thanked everyone for participating in the Town Elec-
tion. He looks forward to working for the Town for three more years.

Kathleen congratulated all the candidates, especially Andy Krouss 
for his win and to Wayne for running a great campaign.

Andy Potter also thanked everyone involved in the election and 
for the candidates who ran for these positions and were willing to 
serve the Town. He also thanked Kathleen and Andy for the nomi-
nation to become the chair. Andy mentioned that this is National 
Police Week and thanked the Police Department for their service 
to the Town.

Kathleen made a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to adjourn.

All were in favor.

Open meeting adjourned at 6:12 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie y. Ryan
Marie Y. Ryan

Town Administrator

Select Board Meeting Minutes
June 3, 2024 

Quorum present: Select Board Members; Kathleen 
Keresey (Remotely attended), Andrew Krouss, Chair An-
drew Potter, and Town Administrator Marie Ryan. 

Andy Potter opened the meeting at 6:00 PM.

Andy Krouss made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to approve the 
minutes from May 14, 2024. All were in favor, minutes approved.

There were no comments during Citizen Speak or Town Adminis-
trator Update.

Use of Town Property for the Zucchini Festival Fireworks: 
Marge Powell 

Marge requested the use of the Town property at the old dump off 
of Oak Street to launch the fireworks at the Zucchini Festival in 
August. She explained that she would work with the neighbors and 
will also need the approval of the Fire Marshall and the Fire Chief 
but she first would like permission use the location.

Barry Girdler, Oak Street resident, voiced his concern that the 
road might be blocked off during the Zucchini Festival; however, 
Marge stated that they would only block off the area during the 
fireworks for about 15 minutes. 

Andy Krouss made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to approve 
the use of the Town property on Oak Street for the Zucchini Fes-
tival fireworks.

All were in favor, motion approved.

250th Town Anniversary Update & One Day Entertainment Li-
cense: Bob Salerno

Bob Salerno informed the Board that the 250th Anniversary Cel-
ebration of the Town will be held on July 6, 2024. The main focus 
will be on the history of the Town with a small parade, opening 
ceremony and displays at the Old Town Hall. They plan to have 
antique automobiles in the parking lot, a special reading and a 
barbeque put on by the Parks & Recreation Commissioners. He 
showed the Board a sample of an old picture of the Town which 
he plans on creating several on mesh banners to display around 
Town. They will need a police presence on Main Street for about 
45 minutes for the parade. He invited the Select Board to be pres-
ent to accept a plaque on behalf of the Town. He requested a One 
Day Entertainment License for the event.

Kathleen made a motion, seconded by Andy Krouss, to approve 
the One Day Entertainment License for the 250th Anniversary cel-
ebration.

All were in favor, motion approved.

Fire Department Update: Chief Steve Traver

Chief Traver informed the Board that he has hired two new Fire 
Department members. He has one truck in need of repair and is in 
the process of being fitted for new parts. The Fire Department will 
be conducting testing on the hoses on July 26th. 

...continued from page 3
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Annual Board and Committee Appointments:

Andy Potter noted that the Board will be asked to vote on all of the 
Annual Appointments on the list except for the Zoning Board of 
Appeals Alternates. Zoning Board of Appeals Chair, Randy Thun-
fors has requested the Select Board give them more time to deter-
mine the most appropriate residents for those positions and to vote 
on those specific positions at the next Select Board meeting.

...continued from page 7

Office	 Name	 Term Length  
Deputy Collector Arthur Jones Inc. 1 Year
Building Inspector Brian DuVal 1 Year
Zoning Enforcement Brian DuVal 1 Year
Animal Control Officer John Drake 1 Year
Veteran’s Agent Tom Beasley 1 Year
Gas Inspector Robert Gennari 1 Year
Oil Inspector Larry Morse 1 Year
Plumbing Inspector Robert Gennari 1 Year
Asst Plumbing Inspector Bob Krupski 1 Year
Wire Inspector Karl Cooper 1 Year
Asst Wire Inspector Ted Piontek 1 Year
Asst Wire Inspector Lawrence Ray 1 year
Town Counsel Kopelman- Paige 1 Year
Smoke/Fire Alarm Inspector Steve Traver 1 Year
Board of Registrars Ronni Barrett 3 Years
Conservation Commission Kathy Korte 3 Years

Lori Rose 3 Years
Official Weighers Marc Portieri 1 Year

Faith Libardi 1 Year
Veteran’s Grave Officer Wayne Cooper 1 Year
Zoning Board of Appeals Robin Bankert 5 Years
ZBA Alternates Toby Casey 1 Year

Gunnar Gudmunson 1 Year
Emergency Mgt. Director Louis Oggiani 1 Year
Right to Know Officer Steve Traver 1 Year
Consultant to Veteran’s Agent Wayne Cooper 1 Year
ADA Coordinator Brian DuVal 1 Year
Parks & Rec Committee Ashley Daigle 1 Year

Joe Roy 1 Year
JP Boscorino 1 Year
Caitlin Graham 1 Year
Kelli Bradbury 1 Year

Cable TV Commission Alexander Stein 1 Year
George Cox 1 Year

Town Historian Bob Salerno 1 Year
Historical Committee Bob Salerno 1 Year

Earl Moffatt 1 Year
Scott Sawyer 1 Year

Sewer & Water Commission Steve Sautman 5 Years
Council on Aging Paula Farrell 5 Years
Agricultural Commission Shannon Mulholland 3 Years
Agricultural Com Alternates Peter Negrini 3 Years

Curt Wilton 3 Years
Community Preservation Randy Thunfors - Housing 2 years

Vacancy-Planning Board 1 Year
Steve McMahon - Citizen at large 1 year

Cultural Council Curtis Thierling 3 Years
Julia Erickson 3 Years

Shared Fire/EMT Ad Hoc Joann MacQuarrie - Citizen -at-Large
�����������
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  July History Quiz Question:

(F ind the answer  somewhere  in  th is  i ssue ! )

When friends, neighbors, or relatives move, downsize, or just clean house, please ask them to think of the 
West Stockbridge Historical Society before they discard any old books, pictures, postcards, letters, or 

memorabilia of the Town of West Stockbridge. Email info@weststockbridgehistory.org or call (413) 232-4465.

July 1774 was a significant month in the formal establishment of West Stockbridge. 
Our first official town meeting was held on July 4, 1774. Local citizens were elected 
to town government positions, operating committees appointed, and a budget set 
for schools and preaching. Town meetings and other gatherings were forbidden 
without previous approval by the royal governor, as required by the new Royal 
Commonwealth Charter. This charter didn’t go into effect until August 1, 1774, so 
we just made it in time. 

The provisions of the new charter, along with the Coercive Acts, which raised taxes 
and closed the Port of Boston, caused a major uproar in the Commonwealth. Two 
days after our initial town meeting, West Stockbridge actively participated in a 
significant action that led to the American Revolution. Who participated, and what 
was that action?
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...continued from page 9

Andy Krouss made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to approve 
the following list of appointments.

All were in favor, appointments were approved.

Remaining ARPA Money: Andy Potter

Andy Potter suggested to the Board that the remaining money left 
in the ARPA funds given to the Town should be transferred to the 
Affordable Housing Trust. He stated that the Town Accountant, 
Elaine, does not have the exact amount of remaining funds at 
this time. Kathleen asked that the Board table this item until the 
amount has been certified by Elaine. The Board all agreed to table 
this agenda item.

Select Board Speak

Andy Krouss thanked everyone for participating in the Memorial 
Day celebrations in Town. 

Kathleen also thanked everyone for their efforts in making the Me-
morial celebrations both fitting and meaningful.

Andy Potter said he regrets that he was not in attendance and was 
happy it went well. 

Andy Krouss made a motion, seconded by Kathleen, to adjourn at 
6:31 PM.

All were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie y. Ryan
Marie Y. Ryan

Town Administrator

Your business need 
a little exposure?

“You can’t get any more local than advertising in the 
Local Yokel !  Stay safe and shop local! ” 

— Jackie Moffatt at C. H. Baldwin & Sons
Visit thelocalyokel.org for our rates or email Vicki for more information at info@thelocalyokel.org.

As low as $15!

If you’ve got a new business idea, 
updated business plan, or still chuggin’ along, 

advertise in the Local Yokel to let 
readers know what your business is up to!

OPEN EVERY WEEKEND 
Thursdays - Sundays 11am to 4pm

through end of December, 2024.

- "Imagining Heaven and Earth” - Ceramics by Anne Ferril and Fiber Art by Pat Frik (July 4 - 14)
- "The Nature of  Our Mind" - An Installation by Gail Gelburd (July 18 - 28)

- “Glory Days” - Paintings by Don Sexton and Karen Carmean, plus Sculptures by Natalie Tyler (August 1 - 11)
- “Real, Surreal, Mannequins and More” - Works by Richard Lerman and Julie Wosk (August 15 - 25)
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The Smoking Brisket Conspiracy
By Gerald Elias

Gerald Elias, a former Boston Symphony violinist and author of the acclaimed Daniel Jacobus mystery series, has had a home in West 
Stockbridge since 1976.

Ever had a sneaking suspicion that we’re being subtly manipulated by evil, sophisticated marketing genies, converting us from presum-
ably sentient beings into veritable retail slaves? Sound extreme? Maybe not. 

When a slew of visiting family members recently descended on our Berkshire domicile, I wanted to grill something to satiate a slew’s 
various tastes. What better than smoked brisket! After all, Southern-style smokehouses have multiplied faster than boll weevils. Subur-
banites swarm to big box stores to purchase extravagant smokers to keep up with, or to out-smoke the Joneses. (Remember the hibachi 
era of the ’70s? Where have they all gone?)

I felt the first inkling of being subliminally manipulated when I googled smoked brisket recipes. Half of them insisted that one could not prop-
erly smoke a brisket sans a super-duper, whoop-de-do outdoor smoker. As the proud owner of a certified, vintage El Cheapo gas grill that has 
yet to explode on me, I wasn’t prepared to spend the family fortune to cook a slab of meat, so I didn’t bother further with those recipes. 

The problem was, even those that didn’t mandate state-of-the-art gizmos listed more ingredients than the number of zucchinis catapulted at 
the Zucchini Festival and recommended a prerequisite in culinary alchemy. For example, the quasi-mystical concoction, called The Rub, 
required fractions of grams of rare and exotic powders only obtainable in Timbuktu. Then, there followed The Sauce, a potion involving 
yet more esoteric compounds. Where, I ask you, does one find aged persimmon vinegar? (A slight exaggeration for dramatic purposes.)

In an epiphany, I threw caution and my computer to the wind. I determined to smoke my brisket without any recipe whatsoever on my 
El Cheapo! And I lived to tell the tale! Some even remarked that it was the best brisket ever. What’s more, my foolproof non-recipe can 
be successfully executed even by the proverbial dolt who can’t boil water, because, for the most part, it doesn’t matter what you do!

To make a Great Smoked Brisket, there are only two things you need: (1) a brisket, and (2) smoke. Everything else is optional and 
variable, including the smoke. For example, to simulate The Rub, I rummaged around my kitchen and, tucked behind the Cheerios, dis-
covered a vial of Montreal Steak Seasoning. How and when it got into my cupboard is anyone’s guess; regardless, I suspected it might 
be good. I also found chili powder and ground mustard, both of which had pleasing colors. Stirring up arbitrary amounts in a bowl, I 
massaged them onto the meat with fervor. My guess is, other than salt and pepper, you don’t need any seasonings whatsoever, but rub-
bing it in felt great, so I recommend it.

Some recipes stated that it’s absolutely essential to refrigerate brisket overnight. (CAUTION: If you seriously want to take this step, first 
you may have to purchase a larger refrigerator.) But letting meat sit on a counter overnight might attract some members of the animal 

Photo of beef brisket from Downshiftology.com
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MA Master License 2406 A1

kingdom you hadn’t invited. After weighing the pluses and minuses, I disregarded these concerns entirely. 

Next, making smoke. Get whatever woodchips your supermarket has on the shelf, the cheaper, the better. Some recipes say mesquite, 
others hickory. Whatever. It makes no difference. Just follow the instructions on the bag . . . or not. Some say to soak the chips for 1½ 
millennia, but you don’t need to soak them at all. If the store is out of woodchips, don’t worry, you don’t really need them; but if you 
have fun making smoke and you feel like you’re doing something “authentic,” go for it.

Here’s the only important thing to do: You have to cook the brisket. And cook it really, really slowly. Otherwise, it’ll be as tough as three-
week-old road-kill goat. So, what I did on my El Cheapo was this: I turned on the left burner to the lowest setting and put the smoking 
packet on the grill above it. Then I set the meat on the unlit right grill, closed the cover, drank beer for about eight hours, and voilà! (If, 
by accident, you step on your watch or the brisket changes time zones, don’t worry; an extra hour or two will only make it more tender.) 
You can also roast brisket in the oven on the lowest setting and it’ll do just fine, but if you feel more “manly” (or “womanly”) doing it 
on a grill, then do it on the grill. Also, occasional poking and prodding is easier on the grill than in the kitchen, unless it’s raining.

I almost forgot to discuss The Sauce, probably because, like everything else, you really don’t need it. But if you want barbecue sauce, 
anything from the supermarket will taste as good as something that takes three hours of mess to prepare. And, if brushing it on the meat 
an hour before it’s done makes your life more meaningful, who’s to stop you? Or you can pour it on afterward. Either way.

A final thought. Powerful invisible forces are at work to convince you that if you don’t visit a “real” Texas or Kansas City or North Caro-
lina BBQ restaurant where you wait in a long line, pay top dollar for two slices of meat and two sides “traditionally” served on a paper 
plate with paper towel napkins and sit at a Formica table on which your forearm sticks to the surface, you’ll have to choose between 
sending your kids to college or buying a smoker that you’ll use once a decade. 

If resisting these forces makes you feel inadequate, even un-American, I say, Rise up! Buck the system! My recipe-free brisket could be 
the first step in liberating yourself from the insidious marketer’s vicious cycle. Ignore this advice at your peril, though, because once you 
succumb to the smoker, it’s only a matter of time before they’ll nail you with the outdoor wood-fired pizza oven. 

That’s about it, but if you forget any of the details I’ve painstakingly offered, don’t worry. It doesn’t matter. 

...continued from page 12

Dana Bixby Architecture
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The Local Yokel is published monthly. Please mail submissions to: The Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, 
West Stockbridge, MA 01266, email info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit www.thelocalyokel.org. Copy deadline is 

the 15th of the month prior to the publication. Editors: John Parker, 394-4368, john.j.parker53@gmail.com; 
Vicki Grayson, 232-6131, vicki.grayson@rocketmail.com; Susan Fisher, 232-4443, suefish12@gmail.com; 

Anne Lesser, 717-0277, anne@annelessercommunications.com; Designer: Kim Bradway, kim@bloominarts.com.
The Local Yokel is supported in part by a grant from the West Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

Community News & Events

Please send your notices for Community News & Events to the 
Local Yokel, P.O. Box 238, West Stockbridge, MA 01266, 
email info@thelocalyokel.org, or visit thelocalyokel.org.

Stockbridge Grange Dinner
There will be no Grange Dinner in July and August.

Council on Aging
The Richmond/West Stockbridge COA Craft 
Group will meet at 9:30 am on Tuesday, July 2, 
in the Community Room at the West Stockbridge 
Town Offices. Our project will be a Star Shaker 
Card. Preregister to reserve your space and mate-
rials by calling Heather at Richmond Town Hall, 
(413) 553-7793. The class is free to residents 
of Richmond and West Stockbridge. It’s a fun 
time—hope to see you there!

The Knitters Group
The Knitters Group meets every Wednesday from 2 to 4 pm in the 
Community Room at the Town Offices. All crafts are welcome.

Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Library Committee meets every second Wednesday 
of the month from 3:30 to 4:30 pm in the Community Room at the Town 
Offices. All are welcome.

Friends of the Library 
Say Thank You!

I want to extend a big shout-out to the great Friends of the West Stockbridge Library for 
all their support, assistance, and schlepping coolers with ice on Saturday, May 25, for a 
Memorial Day event at the West Stockbridge Library. 

Our champion was Bernie Fallon, the new owner of the Public Market. When one of our 
members went into the store to purchase more ice, she found out that they were short on 

ice as well. However, Bernie was contacted at his Lenox store, and when he returned to town, he delivered ice directly to the outside 
event. This rescue definitely helped keep our supply of ice cream from melting at our community event in support of the library. 

Thank you, everyone!
With appreciation,
Lorrin Krouss
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WEST STOCKBRIDGE PUBLIC LIBRARY
21 State Line Rd   |  West Stockbridge, MA 01266   |  In the Town Offices 

weststockbridgelibrary.org   |  413-232-0300 ext. 308

Mon., Wed., Thurs., and Sat. 10 am–3 pm   |   Tues. and Fri. 2–6 pm   |   Sun. Closed
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Greetings from WSPL! 
If you are reading this on July 1, hurry to participate in our second annual Stuffed Animal Sleepover! Kids may drop off a 
stuffed animal (not one you need for bedtime at home) on July 2 from 2 pm to 6 pm, and they will have the library all to them-
selves for fun and games overnight! Pickup is Wednesday, July 3, from 10 am to 3 pm. This event is the start of our summer 
reading program, and we would love to have you join us! 
Here are our monthly lending and borrowing statistics for May:
§	 574 items borrowed and renewed 
§	 $9,800 saved if library users bought the books or DVDs
§	 334 eBooks and streaming audiobooks borrowed
§	 908 items borrowed
We always welcome your reading requests. Remember the library can provide items from all over the state and even the country.
We look forward to seeing you soon! Vicky, Rachel, Sarah, and Francesca

NEWADULT FICTION
Andrews (Clancy), Tom Clancy act of defiance
Baldacci, A calamity of souls
Coben, Think twice 
Foley, The midnight feast
Fuentes, Malas
Grisham, Camino ghosts
Henry, Funny story
Kim, Relative strangers
King, You like it darker: stories
Luna, Tell me who you are
McPhillips, When we were silent
Reichl, The Paris novel
Roberts, Mind games
Sandford, Toxic prey 
Smith et al., A cage went in search of a bird: ten 

Kafkaesque stories 
Talty, Fire exit
Towles, Table for two: fictions
Turton, The last murder at the end of the world
Van Der Wouden, The safekeep

NEWADULT NONFICTION
Cech, The catalyst: RNA and the quest to unlock life’s deepest secrets
Dubb, Birding with benefits
Figgener, My life with sea turtles
Goodwin, An unfinished love story: a personal history of the 1960s
Haidt, The anxious generation: how the great rewiring of 

childhood is causing an epidemic of mental illness
Higginbotham, Challenger: a true story of heroism and 

disaster on the edge of space
Prickett, The unclaimed: abandonment and hope in the City 

of Angels
Satow, When women ran Fifth Avenue: glamour and power 

at the dawn of American fashion
Stephanopoulos, The situation room
Vignola, Rewire: break the cycle, alter your thoughts and 

create lasting change
Waters, The other Olympians: fascism, queerness, and the 

making of modern sports
NEWDVDs
The Beekeeper
Killers of the flower moon

�����������������������������
�������
�������	��	������	��������������� 
1.  Who designed the house “defying gravity” on Lenox Road? Who was the builder?

2.  What is the cantilevered house made out of?

3.  What material was missing in the house?

4. Caring people in town created road signs in August 2014. 
What did they say?

This program is supported in part by a grant from the West 
Stockbridge Cultural Council, a local agency which is supported 
by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency.

1. Warren Schwartz, Chris May
2. Concrete, steel, and glass
3. Not a speck of wood
4. “Turtle Crossing”
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July 2024 News
By Margie Skaggs

Onward with Art on Main: Presenting Two Shows in July 2024
The gallery is open every weekend from Thursday to Sunday, 11 am to 4 pm.

Imagining Heaven and Earth: July 4–14
Reception: Saturday, July 6, 2–4 pm

Pat Frik began her path to fiber art after many years as a hand weaver, as evidenced by the emphasis on process and surface texture in 
her current work. In these small-scale works, she brings the natural world to life using hand stitching to enhance and often reinterpret 
imagery, sometimes in whimsical ways. Sometimes she uses multicolored threads and stitching techniques combined with photo trans-
fers on layers of fabric. In other pieces, she dyes natural cotton fabric to form a base for imaginary landscapes using the sewing needle 
to stitch a path along contours connecting mountains to coastlines. 

Anne Ferril looks to the sky for inspiration and made her first moon jar nine years ago after moving to the Berkshires. The shadows 
and patterns of trees, swaying and dancing in the moonlight, became the guiding light for her work in clay. They also heightened her 
appreciation of the moon’s beauty and its significance to life here on earth, especially before the invention of electricity. The work in 
this show reflects her delight in the magic of the moon through a complex firing process that includes smoke, wood fire, soda fire, gas 
reduction, and finally electric oxidation, each process leaving its distinct mark.

The Nature of Our Mind: July 18–28
Reception: Saturday, July 20, 2–4 pm
Artist Talk: Saturday, July 27, 2 pm

Gail Gelburd mounts a solo installation at Art on Main gallery and invites visitors to step into and experience her creative concepts. Gail 
believes that the Nature of Our Mind can be likened to the strength of a tree, a bubbling brook, an endless river, or a gentle pond. But 
when a storm rages, she notes, “It is not our physical being that can fight or tame the torrent . . . it is up to each viewer/participant to find 
a balance between terror and strength, power and peace.” These moments are found in Gail’s photography with encaustic, layered col-
lage and drawing, and life-size sculptures. Together, they create an environment of sights and sounds that visualize nature and our mind.

Images courtesy of the artists.

Anne Ferril, Moon Jar - 
Wood-fired stoneware #2

Gail Gelburd, Don Tien in the Tsunami - 
Mixed media with photography

Pat Frik, Dune - Fiber art
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413-243-4111
Meadow Farm

1125 Meadow Street, Lee
­��������­�����������­
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Queensboro
Wine & Spirits
26 Main Street ~ West Stockbridge

Carefully curated wines, 
unusual spirits and 

awesome beers
Don’t see what you’re looking for?

Just ask and we can get it in for you!

413-232-8522

Monday to Saturday 10am to 9pm
Sunday Noon to 6pm

When you drink, plan ahead and do not drive !!
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  History Quiz Answer:

On July 6, 1774, two days after 
the initial West Stockbridge 
town meeting, Berkshire 
County held a “congress,” or 
conference, in Stockbridge to 
consider the new Royal Charter 
and the impact of the Coercive 
Acts. The congress was the 
first time any towns in the 
Commonwealth had gathered 
to work together. Before this 
meeting, each town had acted 
on its own, protesting or 
engaging in civil disobedience 
against the heavy-handed 
actions taken by Parliament. 

The king and Parliament were 
reacting to the Boston Tea 
Party the previous December, 
and their solution was to “teach 
the colonists a lesson.” (Note: 
Both the king and members of 
Parliament had personal investments in the tea trade.) The new charter took away the town’s ability to self-govern, 
appoint and pay sheriffs and judges, and administer the courts directly. Among other restrictions, the Coercive Acts 
closed the Port of Boston, the largest in the colonies and a major source of goods in and out of the Commonwealth.

West Stockbridge fully supported this countywide conference in Stockbridge by sending two important citizens to 
represent it. Elisha Hooper, our local tax collector, lived on Austerlitz Road (and even had a nearby hill named after 
him). Benjamin Lewis was our new town clerk. Plus he headed the ministerial and education committees and was 
the “sealer of leather” (elected official authorized to affirm that all sellers of leather had made honest claims about 
quality and quantity). Both these men were prominent in local circles and well respected. 

The conference lasted two days. This gathering to respond to the Parliament’s actions was new and potentially 
risky. Massachusetts did not always have support from other states, and even in the state, all the towns weren’t 
united. Yet Berkshire County towns including West Stockbridge voted to ban imports from Britain, a direct blow to 
the commercial interests of the king and members of Parliament. More importantly, it laid the foundation for what 
would become the grievances listed in the Declaration of Independence.

The conference stated that the colonists were the equals of the residents of Great Britain. As such, they should 
be treated the same way with respect to property rights, trial by a jury of their peers, use of taxes, and other 
“franchises and liberties.” The Parliament took away these rights without their consent or a trial. Because these 
acts were “arbitrary and oppressive it is the duty of all inhabitants to enter into an agreement not to purchase or 
consume manufactures of Great Britain.” 

Not only was this the start of what we now call a “trade war.” Nine other counties adapted the nonimportation 
clauses over the next five months, which shocked Londoners when they heard the news. Samuel Adams and 
others traveled to other colonies to gain support and organize the first Continental Congress. The king and Lord 
North responded by sending more troops to Boston and trying to be more repressive. Governor Gage attempted 
to take over the judiciary and General Court. As we know now, it didn’t work. The result was the Declaration of 
Independence and the Revolutionary War.

British warships in Boston Harbor. Art.com
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Mill Brook Sugar House
New Lenox Road

Lenox, MA
www.millbrookmaplestore.com

Local Delivery 
& 

Shipping available

July Donor Roll Call
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Robert & Suzanne Hatch, 
in memory of Michael Skorput 

Roni Kramer 

Richard Shechtman

Arthur Siskind

Anonymous: 1
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Town Government Offices and Hours
Assessors Office Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;Sat. by appointmentBoard of Health Fri. 9am-4pm
Board of Selectmen Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pmBuilding Inspector Tues. 4-7pm
Compactor Station Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pmConservation Commission Leave a message for inquiriesFire Department Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pmHighway Department Leave a message any time

Library Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pmPolice Department 24 hours, 7 days a week
Post Office Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/weekWindow: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noonTown Accountant Leave a message for inquiriesTown Clerk Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noonTown Collector Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pmTown Treasurer Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.govThe Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory
Town Hall Main Number 413-232-0300Town Clerk

ext. 300Town Collector ext. 302Board of Assessors ext. 303Library
ext. 308Building Inspector ext. 313Board of Health ext. 314Treasurer
ext. 316Accountant
ext. 317Board of SelectmanAdministrative Assistant ext. 319

Conservation Commission ext. 338
Town Hall Fax 413-232-7195Police Department(Non-Emergency) 413-232-8500
Fire Department (Non-Emergency) 413-232-4200
Highway Department 413-232-0305Transfer Station 413-232-0307Sewer Plant 413-232-0309Seasonal Lifeguard 413-232-0315Council on Aging 413-232-4317Post Office 413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town
news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail
each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at
selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local Yokel.
Enclosed is my donation of_______________, 
made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City
ST Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:
WSLY
P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:
� I would like my contribution to remainanonymous.
� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokelto me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it upmyself.

�

Donate $30 or more and
get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!

����­�����������������������������������������������������
Please help us keep the Local Yokel coming!
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Town Government Offices and Hours

Assessors Office

Tues. 5-7pm; Wed., Thurs., 2:30-5:00pm;

Sat. by appointment

Board of Health
Fri. 9am-4pm

Board of Selectmen
Mon. thru Fri., 8:30am-4:30pm

Building Inspector
Tues. 4-7pm

Compactor Station
Tues., Thurs., 10am-6pm; Sat. 8am-6pm

Conservation Commission Leave a message for inquiries

Fire Department
Fire Chief’s Office Hours Mon. 6:30pm-9:00pm

Highway Department
Leave a message any time

Library

Tues. 12noon-5pm; Wed. 1pm-5pm;

Thurs. 2pm-6pm; Fri. 2pm-6pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

Police Department
24 hours, 7 days a week

Post Office

Lobby: 7am-7pm, 7 days/week

Window: Mon.-Fri. 9am-4:30pm; Sat. 9-12 noon

Town Accountant
Leave a message for inquiries

Town Clerk

Tues., Wed., Thurs. 8am-5pm; Fri. 8am-12 noon

Town Collector
Wed. 4pm-6pm; Thurs., Fri., Sat. 10am-2pm

Town Treasurer
Thurs. 9am-4pm

Official Town Government Website: www.weststockbridge-ma.gov

The Local Yokel is online at the Community and Business Website:

www.weststockbridgetown.com

Phone Directory

Town Hall Main Number
413-232-0300

Town Clerk

ext. 300

Town Collector

ext. 302

Board of Assessors

ext. 303

Library

ext. 308

Building Inspector

ext. 313

Board of Health

ext. 314

Treasurer

ext. 316

Accountant

ext. 317

Board of Selectman

Administrative Assistant

ext. 319

Conservation Commission
ext. 338

Town Hall Fax

413-232-7195

Police Department

(Non-Emergency)

413-232-8500

Fire Department 

(Non-Emergency)

413-232-4200

Highway Department
413-232-0305

Transfer Station

413-232-0307

Sewer Plant

413-232-0309

Seasonal Lifeguard
413-232-0315

Council on Aging

413-232-4317

Post Office

413-232-8544

�

Every issue costs us about $600 to print! 

Please help us keep the Local Yokel Coming!

With increased printing and postage costs, we need your help more than ever. To get the latest Town

news, please contribute to The Local Yokel. For your donation of at least $20.00 per year we will mail

each issue to you (unless you prefer otherwise). The Local Yokel will continue to be available free at

selected locations as long as possible, but we hope you will contribute anything you can.

� YES! I want to support the Local 
Yokel.

Enclosed is my donation of

_______________, 

made payable to WSLY.

Name (as you want it to appear in acknowledgements)

Address (location you would like the Local Yokel and/or Bumper Sticker sent)

City

ST
Zip

Please mail this form with your check to:

WSLY

P.O. Box 238

West Stockbridge, MA 01266.

Check any that apply:

� I would like my contribution to remain

anonymous.

� Thanks, but don’t mail the Local Yokel

to me. Save the postage. I’ll pick it up

myself.

�

Donate $30 or more and

get a YKL Bumper Sticker

FREE!
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Zucchini 
Festival

20
24

West Stockbridge

Sponsored by the West Stockbridge Cultural Council 
& organized by volunteers, neighbors and friends 

Downtown WS at Depot St. & Center St.
August 10th, 10am to 10pm

Vendors
Artists

Performers
Live Music
Local Food

Friendly
Folks

Spectacles
Oddities

Good Cheer
Dancing in
the Street
Tons o Fun 
and More!

Hand-Crafted

Zucchini
Games 
Pet Parade
Zuck Races
Weigh-Off
Contest
Baking
Contest
Rock
Climbing
Wall 
Bounce Slide

wszucchinifest.orgFor festival news 
and details go to

All-D
ay 

Family 

Fun!



West Stockbridge

P.O. Box 238
West Stockbridge, MA 01266
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14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

S M T W T F S
1 2 3
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29 30
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1 2 3 4 5
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1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31

thelocalyokel.org

7/1 Select Board meeting 6 pm Town Offices and on Zoom
7/2 Council on Aging Craft Group meeting 9:30 am Community Room
7/3 Knitters Group 2–4 pm Community Room
7/4 Independence Day
7/6 250th Anniversary Celebration 10 am–5:30 pm See details inside
7/7 WS Farmers Market 3–6 pm Foundry Green, Harris Street
7/10 Knitters Group 2–4 pm Community Room
7/10 Friends of the Library meeting 3:30 pm Community Room
7/11 WS Farmers Market 3–6 pm Foundry Green, Harris Street
7/15 *** Deadline for the next Local Yokel *** Send to info@thelocalyokel.org
7/15 Select Board meeting 6 pm Town Offices and on Zoom
7/17 Knitters Group 2–4 pm Community Room
7/18 WS Farmers Market 3–6 pm Foundry Green, Harris Street
7/24 Knitters Group 2–4 pm Community Room
7/25 WS Farmers Market 3–6 pm Foundry Green, Harris Street
7/28 Annual Card Pond Party 11 am–1 pm Card Pond
7/29 Select Board meeting 6 pm Town Offices and on Zoom
7/31 Knitters Group 2–4 pm Community Room
7/31 Lara Tupper Writing Workshop 5–6:30 pm Old Town Hall, 9 Main Street

Note: Town Offices (including Community Room and Library) are located at 21 State Line Road, 
West Stockbridge.




